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WORCESTERSHIRE PARTNERSHIP ENVIRONMENT GROUP
HELD AT MADRESFIELD COURT
WEDNESDAY 2 DECEMBER 2009 10:00AM-12:00PM

MINUTES
Present:
Dave Throup, Environment Agency (Chair)
Hayley Bosworth, Worcestershire County Council (Minute taker)
Glyn West, Worcestershire County Council
Natasha Friend, Worcestershire County Council
Jane Ridgley, Worcestershire Partnership

Jenny Moreton, Wyre Forest DC
Catherine Ainsworth, Worcestershire County Council
Philippa Usher, PCT

Victoria Bryant, Historic Environment

Peter Hughes, CLA

Lisa Roberts, Redditch Borough Council

Sarah Evans, Worcester City C

Liz Alston, Worcestershire County Council

Steve Jorden, Wychavon District Council

Colin Raven, Worcestershire Wildlife Trust

Rachel Jones, Act on Energy

Andrew Lawrence, ICOCO
Apologies:
Ben Horovitz, Worcestershire County Council



Roisin Hanks, The Duckworth Trust


Robert Wilkins, Transition Worcester



Ceridwen John, Redditch/Bromsgrove



Geoff Carpenter, Wychavon District Council


Nick Dean, Worcestershire County Council


Dale Bristow, Worcestershire County Council



Cllr Tracey Onslow, Wyre Forest DC



Richard Woodward, Worcestershire County Council



H & W Fire and Rescue Service



David Howatson, GOWM



Wayne Barnes, Forestry Commission



Felicity Copp, H & W Chamber of Commerce

i)
David Throup welcomed attendees and introductions were made.
ii)
Minutes of the last meeting were agreed.
1)      Information Items

a) Introduction to Madresfield Court

Peter Hughes gave an introduction on the background and origins of Madresfield Court.
b) ICOCO – Community Cohesion (ICOCO)
Andrew Lawrence gave a presentation on ICOCO-Community Cohesion outlining what the institute does and how it provides support to the Health Trust, Police and Local Authorities to improve cohesion with communities.
He has been in contact with County Council Theme Groups to help develop strong positive relations between different multi-cultural groups and to get people to work together.
AL talked about sharing a vision for Wyre Forest, Wychavon and Redditch.  Wants people to think about what they are doing, look to the future to improve and do things differently.
Community cohesion is not just about race or faith; it's also about trying to get older people and men and women to work together. 
SJ would like communities to be involved in decision making and to look at opportunities to promote social cohesion.

For more information on Andrew's presentation, you can email him at info@andrewlawrencetcs.com or go to www.cohesioninstitute.org.uk
Actions:
Examples of community actions should be forwarded to AL
Invite for WPEG members to Vision event on 25 January 2010.
c) Citizens' Panel Survey Results
David Throup gave a presentation on the Citizen's Panel Survey Results in place of Ben Horovitz.
DT pointed out WPEG had been successful in getting more environmental questions put in to this survey, which looked at a whole range of issues which affect Worcestershire's residents.

The survey asked people about issues in the County that could be improved.
Key findings include the result that women seem more concerned about Climate Change than men. All the results are broken down by District and ranked according to how concerned people are with the environment.
DT felt that the results were well balanced.

The response to the question of whether Climate Change is already having an effect in Worcestershire is shown below:

May 2006



June 2009

59.5% agreed


52.1% agreed
DT would like BH to have a look into these figures in more depth and report back to WPEG.
For more information please go to the following web site: www.worcestershire.gov.uk/research
d) State of the Environment: Water Quality Indicators
David Throup gave a presentation on State of the Environment: Water Quality Indicators in place of Ben Horovitz.

DT discussed the chemical and ecological water indicators.
Water Framework Directive has changed the way water is monitored and classified. Under the new regime, many water bodies in Worcestershire will be of 'moderate' and 'poor' status.
Tackling sources of run off from roads and fields will be the major challenge for the County.
www.worcestershirepartnership.gov.uk/wpeg/soe


http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/planning/33106.aspx
e) Multi-Agency Flood Group & Local Flooding Indictor (Steve Jorden)
DT felt that good progress has been made since the flooding of 2007 and that Worcestershire showed good leadership in detecting Climate Change.

Headlines coming out of the Flood and Water Management Bill include the County Council needing a strategy to tackle flood issues. Severn Trent is a key player, with a duty to be co-operative. Drainage needs to be logged in terms of effectiveness.  

Preventing future flooding is very difficult and new developments need to sustain urban drainage, take on SUDS and maintain them.

Other areas trying to fund capital projects, Worcestershire County Council has bid for funds to use GIS mapping for surface water flooding.
Some funding is available for household protection. Wychavon was successful for Besford Flood Risk Strategic Group as it has good member representation.
County Council has been successful in scheme to part-pay Defra students to try and build experience and knowledge. Good progress is being made in Worcestershire for increasing the number of schemes for protecting people by supporting them with flood funding. This is largely to do with successful partnership working.
f) Progress report on WPEG's LAA Indicators: Summary (Jane Ridgley)
Of the indicators WPEG has responsibility for, one indicator is assessed a red, one has no status, one is amber and two are assessed as green.

NI 187 – Tackling fuel poverty

Performance – no Status

The 2008/09 figures are the baseline data for this indicator.  
In terms of activity, each of the districts' affordable warmth action groups are making good progress towards delivering their actions for 2009/10 including signposting, promotion and provision of energy efficiency advice.

NI188 - Adapting to climate change (Districts)

Performance - red and green. 

The County Council and Wyre Forest District Council have achieved Level 1 and therefore met the year one target, and are assessed as Green. The five remaining districts were reported as Level 0, missing the 2008/09 target, and therefore assessed as Red.

The majority of the districts did not achieve the LAA targets for this indicator last year and a major risk factor is districts not being able to resource this work adequately. However, most districts now seem to be taking steps to rectify this. The Worcestershire Partnership Climate Change group are looking into what can be done to improve the situation, for example resource sharing, to get activity back on track. It is important WPEG is ensuring the District Councils are committed and have the resources to complete level one by the end of the financial year and the target is achieved. 

g)  Bow Brook Project (Colin Raven)
Colin Raven gave a presentation on the Bow Brook Project.

The project has important biodiversity outcomes and also seeks to achieve some outcomes on adaptation to Climate Change – community involvement in this is important. The project also seeks to increase opportunities for enjoyment of wildlife.  Lots of partners have been pulled together and CR hopes to expand on this.
For more information on this please go to the following website:

www.worcswildlifetrust.co.uk


h) Any Other Business
EA informed the WPEG Group that she is leaving to go on maternity leave and hopes to be back in October 2010. Cat Ainsworth will be seconded to Liz's post during this period.  DT thanked Liz for her input to WPEG and wished her good luck on behalf of the Group
EA mentioned that the 'Age of Stupid' film about Climate Change will be available to watch free of charge in the Council Chamber on 15 December 2009 at 4:30pm, please contact Matt Stockford for details on the following link: mstockford@worcestershire.gov.uk
CR says that we should recognise that DT keeping the meeting to time and thanked him for this.

NF mentioned that the Waste Core Strategy is on the website and to contact Nick Dean for more information on NDean@worcestershire.gov.uk
JR will be circulating the booklet "Businesses on Managing Climate Change" in response to a request from Malvern Hills Partnership for help in supporting local businesses to tackle climate change.
SJ explained that districts are looking at options of shared services which is taking up a lot of resources.

New rep for Malvern Hills District is needed on WPEG as DT is no longer able to attend the LSP Board meetings.
DT mentioned that the group should have a look at the Comprehensive Area Assessment website (CAA). which goes live on 10 December 2009.
Dates and Venues for next meetings

(subject to potential changes from Worcestershire Partnership events calendar)


3rd March 2010 (10.00-12.00) Wychavon District Council, Pershore


2nd June 2010 (10.00-12.00) VENUE OFFERS WELCOMED


1st September 2010 (10.00-12.00) VENUE OFFERS WELCOMED
1
U:\U165 PEP\U125 PERU\11 Regional Working\RW1001  Worcestershire Partnership\WPEG (2 December 2009)\Minutes 

2 December 09.doc

5
U:\U165 PEP\U125 PERU\11 Regional Working\RW1001  Worcestershire Partnership\WPEG (2 September 2009)\Minutes 2.12.09.doc

