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SOURCE OF EXCELLENCE




WORCESTERSHIRE PARTNERSHIP ENVIRONMENT GROUP

HELD AT THE ARROW VALLEY COUNTRYSIDE CENTRE, REDDITCH
WEDNESDAY 4 MARCH 2009, 10:00 – 12:00

Present:


Alex Kinnersley, Worcestershire County Council

Andy Maginnis, WCC Countryside Service

Cllr Anne Hingley, Wyre Forest District Councillor

Ben Horovitz, Worcestershire County Council (Secretariat)

Ceridwen John, Redditch Borough Council



Colin Raven, Worcestershire Wildlife Trust

Conor Doherty, Environment Agency

Dale Bristow, Worcestershire County Council



David Howatson, Government Office for the West Midlands



Dave Throup, Environment Agency (Chair)



Elizabeth Alston, Worcestershire County Council



Geoff Carpenter, Wychavon District Council

Guy Revans, Redditch Borough Council



Heather Lammas, Worcestershire County Council

Jane Ridgley, Worcestershire Partnership



Jenny Moreton, Wyre Forest District Council



Cllr Liz Tucker, Worcestershire County Councillor



Nick Dean, WCC Minerals and Waste



Rachel Jones, Act on Energy



Richard Woodward, Worcestershire County Council

Robert Wilkins, Worcester Alliance/One Planet Worcester

Steve Jorden, Wychavon District Council

Tim Adkin, Wetlands West

Tony Beysens, FWAG



Tracy Moseley, Worcestershire County Council (minutes)



Wayne Barnes, Forestry Commission

(i) Apologies
Alan Taylor, English Heritage

Alexander Gwinn, Worcester College of Technology

David Manning, Wychavon District Council

Francis Howie, Worcestershire PCT

Heather Barrett, University of Worcester

Laura Chapman, Duckworth Trust

Mark July, Natural England

Peter Hughes, Country Land and Business Association

(ii) Minutes of 3 December 2008 and Matters Arising

· Previous minutes agreed

· BH has circulated actions for LAA

· Engaging energy companies is ongoing

· Pro-forma briefing notes have been aggregated to one single document.
If anyone has any ideas for further improvements to the pro-forma please contact DT or BH.
· DT has drafted a protocol on WPEG endorsement and circulated to the group – this is for discussion on today's agenda.
1)
Information Items

a. An Introduction to the Environment in Redditch (Guy Revans)
Presentation on Redditch, which is a new town with a population of 80,000.  It is mostly urban, but does include rural areas. Key environmental issues:

· Not many footpaths on roads

· Lots of roundabouts

· Areas of contaminated land, including from old needle factory

· Heavily planted with trees and green space. Rich biodiversity (including woodland, meadows and water)

· Recycling rates have massively improved with the fortnightly collection of waste

· Agreed to appoint a joint Climate Change Officer with Bromsgrove DC
· Working with Energy Savings Trust to produce Carbon Reduction Plan

· RBC provide key input to County Council's Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy

· Overall score from resident satisfaction survey has been rising.

· Perception of Redditch from those living outside the area is not always positive, but residents like living in the Borough.

Guy's presentation will be available on the WPEG webpages, at the following address, in due course:
http://www.worcestershirepartnership.org.uk/home/index/wp-structure/wp-structure-theme-group/wp-structure-theme-group-env/wp-structure-theme-group-env-minutes-minutes/wp-wpeg_reports.htm
b. River Basin Management Plans (Conor Doherty)
Conor delivered a presentation on the Severn Catchment RBMP.
Key issues:

· Prepared under the Water Framework Directive, which is European Legislation

· 'Water for Life & Livelihoods' is a strategy for River Basin Planning and is now out for consultation (consultation ends 22 June 2009). The consultation is available on the EA website at: www.environment-agency.gov.uk/wfd
· The Strategy proposes to prevent deterioration and enhance the status of the water environment (including ground water), promote sustainable use of water, reduce pollution and contribute to climate change mitigation.

· The new classification system of 'one out, all out' is stringent and means that many water bodies will not be classified as 'good' even if most of the measurements are positive.

· Priorities for the Severn Catchment: Protected areas; Tackle worst waters first; Make improvements where people live

· It should be noted that it is very likely that there will be a delay between actions made and any notable improvements in water quality.

· By 2027 the Environment Agency aims to have all waters in the Severn Catchment achieve the 'good' status.

· Actions in the Plan include training programmes for farmers (ThinkSoils; MuckSmart); Promotion of Environmental Stewardship; Salmon 'Catch & Release' Scheme; Water Company 'Asset Management Plans'.

CD encourages everyone to look at the plan.
DB commented that WCC will be responding to the consultation.

CR commented that it was an ideal presentation to go to the Worcestershire Partnership Board, and suggested the issue of the need for additional resources for partners to help deliver the plan should be highlighted in the consultation response. CD invited this kind of comment, as the EA needed to understand the practical difficulties involved.
Open invitation meeting to be organised with an overview and more detail on local information.

DT to speak to CD to arrange this meeting.

Conor's presentation will be available on the WPEG webpages, at the following address, in due course:
http://www.worcestershirepartnership.org.uk/home/index/wp-structure/wp-structure-theme-group/wp-structure-theme-group-env/wp-structure-theme-group-env-minutes-minutes/wp-wpeg_reports.htm
c. Wetlands West (Tim Adkin)
Tim Adkin of Wetlands West (formerly known as The Severn and Avon Vales Wetlands Partnership) delivered a presentation on the value of wetlands.

Key issues:

· Wetlands West facilitate creation of wetlands through technical advice, funding and business development to add value to wetlands.  They are now looking at the large scale impacts over landscape.

· Valuable for water quality; flood alleviation (wetlands act like a sponge and soak up flood-water); carbon lock-in (e.g. peat bogs); resources (wetlands have economic value inc  food and biofuels); biodiversity
· Wetlands West seek to protect and enhance existing wetland habitats and support creation of new ones

· There is an excellent local Worcestershire example of wetland at Pershore: a 'Multifunctional Wetland Scheme' – undertaking restoration of a water meadow system on the banks of the river Avon, adding economic benefits to Pershore.  Aim to be managed by local people in the future.  Provides opportunities for farmers to produce food on the wetland and although the production rate is slower, the produce will be of better quality.  Scheme not yet finished (still needs reed beds).  

Wetlands West welcome applications from anyone wanting to create a wetland.
The issue was raised that with climate change there is potentially an increased risk of malaria through mosquitoes (wetlands provide an ideal habitat for mosquitoes). TA confirmed this is a concern, but it was possible to achieve a balance, and the introduction of certain species of fish could effectively control the mosquito population.
Tim's presentation will be available on the WPEG webpages, at the following address, in due course:
http://www.worcestershirepartnership.org.uk/home/index/wp-structure/wp-structure-theme-group/wp-structure-theme-group-env/wp-structure-theme-group-env-minutes-minutes/wp-wpeg_reports.htm
d. New Environment/Economy Policy Officer (Dave Throup/Jane Ridgley)
Jane Ridgley has recently joined the Worcestershire Partnership as Policy Officer – Economy, Environment and Local Area Agreement. DT welcomed Jane to the group. Jane explained that her role will involve close working with LAA leads and wider WPEG activity.
e. Climate Change Strategy Update (Liz Alston)

The consultation has ended and only 10 responses have been received so far.  
EA has received comments from BDC and RBC asking for the possibility if more input/involvement from themselves, and is taking this forward.
EA will take all responses to the next Climate Change meeting on 16th March and draft will be revised accordingly and will then go to the Partnership in July.

EA asks that if anyone is planning to respond, please could they do so as soon as possible to ealston@worcestershire.gov.uk
There is an Update Climate Change seminar on 23 March 2009 being held at the Countryside Centre.
Those interested should contact EA.
f. Progress report on WPEG's LAA indicators

NI187 (Rachel Jones)

The baseline data and target for this indicator have now been provisionally agreed. There are two different targets relating to SAP ratings, as follows:

Data based on 4166 responses:
SAP BELOW 35

Baseline – 445 properties from the sample have a SAP below 35

           This equates to 10.68%
Year 2 – Target will be to reduce the % by 1.5% and achieve a target of 9.18%
Year 3 – target will be reduce the % by another 1.5% and reach a target of 7.68%
SAP ABOVE 65

Baseline – 1530 properties from the sample have a SAP above 64

               This equates to 36.73%
Year 2 – Target will be to increase the % by 1.5% and achieve a target of 38.23%
Year 3 – Target will be to increase the % by another 1.5% and achieve a target of 39.73%
NI186 (Liz Alston)

Latest data from DEFRA shows a slight increase in emissions.
Thermal imaging fly-over is taking place now.  The promotion of this is planned to take place in the autumn.

Bid going in to expand 'Re:think Energy' scheme (which provides renewable energy grants for small businesses in the Rural Regeneration Zone) to the whole of Worcestershire.

Some Districts have energy grants available to provide additional funding for insulation for over 60's. Anybody interested should contact individual districts for further information.
NI188 (Liz Alston)

High risk of not meeting target.  The aim was to meet level 1 by the end of the month. Whilst WCC and WFDC are likely to meet this level, other districts are not on track to meet the target, due to lack of resources.  BDC and RBC are putting a resource in place.

NI193 (Richard Woodward)
NI193 is on target. The new waste facility at Norton will be ready for handover by the end of March.

DT suggested the new waste plant may be a worthwhile visit for WPEG members; RWo agreed, but cautioned that it needed time to become established before any visits.
Local Indicator on flooding (Steve Jorden)

Bewdley plan almost finished. SJ reported that it was likely that the local indicator would 'evolve' into NI189. DT questioned whether this would compromise the successful 'local community' element from the local indicator but SJ felt the local initiatives could still be maintained with the move over to NI189.
2) Item with recommendations/seeking views of WPEG

a. Draft WPEG Protocol (Dave Throup)
DT introduced a draft protocol to guide the endorsement process of projects brought to WPEG seeking the group's endorsement. The paper proposes that any such application should be provided to the group at least 2 weeks ahead of any WPEG meeting, where a decision can be made. 

In exceptional circumstances when a proposal requires endorsement urgently the Chair, Vice-Chair and Board Member will have a virtual meeting then circulate around the group by email with a short deadline for response.

The proposal has been approved in principle by the Worcestershire Partnership.

AM questioned the process if WPEG were called upon to object. DT suggested the same process could be used if this situation were to arise.
LT suggested that in future, endorsements should be communicated through a formal letter, in addition to being noted in WPEG minutes. This was agreed.
AK expressed concern that there may be some confusion over the criteria against which proposals are judged. DT confirmed that it will be WPEG members' expertise that is used, but recommended changing the wording of the protocol to clarify this issue.

BH to revise wording in liaison with AK, and to circulate to WPEG for comment
NB:
A WPEG priorities document is being developed which would aid the decision-making process. Prior to adoption, the proposal could be modified to make reference to this. 

3) Task Group Briefing Notes (circulated beforehand)

Briefing notes for the following task groups were accepted with no further comments: Climate Change, The State of the Environment Report, Community Strategy Task Group, Streetscene & Open Spaces, Historic Environment, and Material Resources & Waste 

Landscape and Biodiversity (Alexandra Kinnersley)
AK reported that for the 'old' 2006-09 LAA, all targets are either completed or on target.

There was nothing to report for any of the District LSPs.
Worcestershire Partnership Board 

· RJ attended a presentation on Comprehensive Area Assessment which was useful. Encouraged to note key issues of Climate Change and Flooding in Worcestershire were recognised. The CAA Report is due in November 2009. A presentation on the CAA, for LSP reps, is being investigated and would be useful. Trials of the CAA process are now available on the Audit Commission website.
The Board discussed the revenue for LAA (£5-6million) and how this is to be distributed. Also looked at any potential gaps/needs.
It is crucial that Theme Groups consider their needs for delivery, as there may be funding available.

The LAA refresh was going to WCC Cabinet on 5th March 09.
Central Government have confirmed that LAA targets related to the economy are being excluded from the reward process, due to the credit crunch. This could impact on the level of reward grant.
4) Any Other Business

Forestry Commission's 'Delivery Plan for England's Trees and Forests'
WB advised that the Forestry Commission have published their 'Delivery Plan for England's Trees and Forests' Policy Document. Main themes are:

· building connections between ideas, partners and resources;

· removing barriers to secure benefits more easily;

· targeting resources to where there is need;

· integrating delivery for greater efficiency;

· supporting effective market based approaches

There is now a greater focus on the importance of single trees, as well as woodlands.

The document is available to view on the forestry commission's website at:
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/etwf
National Consultations on Heat & Energy

RJ raised awareness of the Government's current Heat and Energy Saving Strategy, which is out for consultation until 8th May 2009.

Heat and energy related workshops – 16 March 2009 in Birmingham and 19 March 2009 in London. They will also be looking at the community energy saving programme. There is potentially £350 million funding.
Details of the Heat and Energy Saving Strategy consultation are available on DECC's website, at:

http://hes.decc.gov.uk/
Climate Change events
EA told the group of a number of forthcoming events relating to climate change.

BH to circulate details to WPEG.
Worcestershire Wardens
AM confirmed that Wychavon DC have joined the Worcestershire Wardens Project, and welcomed their involvement.

AM informed the group of a seminar on Dogs in Parks and the Countryside, at the Countryside Centre on 7 May 2009.
BH to circulate details to WPEG.
5) Dates and Venues of Next Meetings

3 June 2009 (10:00 – 12:00) Duke House, Kidderminster
2 September 2009 (10:00 – 12:00) Worcestershire Wildlife Trust, Smite

2 December 2009 (10:00 – 12:00) Wychavon District Council (TBC)
6) Future Agenda Items

Nothing to add.
7) Close by 12:00pm for light lunch

Open discussion held on environmental issues to be taken into account in the Waste Core Strategy up to 2027.
Summary of Actions

· CD encourages everyone to look at the Severn Catchment Flood Management Plan.
· DT to speak to CD to arrange a Worcestershire-focussed meeting on River Basin management Plans.

· Anyone wishing to respond to the Climate Change Strategy should contact ealston@worcestershire.gov.uk by end of March

· BH to revise wording of draft Protocol in liaison with AK, and to circulate to WPEG for comment

· BH to circulate details of forthcoming events of interest to WPEG members
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