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WORCESTERSHIRE PARTNERSHIP ENVIRONMENT GROUP 
HELD AT UNIVERSITY OF WORCESTER
WEDNESDAY 1 JUNE 2011 10:00AM-12:30PM
MINUTES
Present:
Alan Taylor, English Heritage
Andy Maginnis, Worcestershire County Council

Antony Muller, Natural England
Ben Horovitz, Worcestershire County Council

Cerdiwen John, Redditch/Bromsgrove

Colin Raven, Worcestershire Wildlife Trust

Dale Bristow, Worcestershire County Council
Dave Throup, Environment Agency

Gareth Williams, Act on Energy

Hayley Bosworth, Worcestershire County Council
Jane Ridgley, Worcestershire Partnership

Katy Boom, University of Worcester

Liz Alston, Worcestershire County Council

Mark Middleton, Worcestershire County Council

Nick Dean, Worcestershire County Council

Paul Di Mambro, Wyre Forest District Council
Paul Sampson, Worcestershire County Council

Phil Oliver, Friends of the Earth
Rachel Jones, Act on Energy

Ruth Johnson, Worcester City Council

Victoria Bryant, WHEAS



Wayne Barnes, Forestry Commission

Apologies:
David Dowson, NHS
Emily Barker, Worcestershire County Council

Glyn West, Worcestershire County Council

Helen King, H&W Chamber of Commerce

Ivor Pumfrey, Malvern Hills District Council

Cllr Liz Tucker, Worcestershire County Council

Nick Worthington, British Waterways

Richard Woodward, Worcestershire County Council

Roisin Hanks, Duckworth Worcestershire Trust



Tom Richards, Earth Heritage Trust
i)
Dave Throup welcomed attendees and introductions were made.
ii)
Dave Throup checked the minutes and actions of the last meeting, which were agreed.
1)
Presentations
a) Environmental performance/initiatives at the University of Worcester 

(Katy Boom)

KB discussed the university's environmental performance, and presented a draft Environmental Sustainability Report to the group. Auditing had shown that the university is performing well, but there remain areas for improvement, including converting from an inefficient heat network. The university is working with staff and students (as well as externally with the wider community) on a range of green initiatives; these include a bicycle loan scheme, 'Go Green Week', and a variety of guidance and support events on energy efficiency, local food, re-use of clothing, etc.


The reports discussed are available to view on the WPEG web pages at:

http://www.worcestershirepartnership.org.uk/cms/theme-groups/environment-group/minutes-and-agendas.aspx
b) Issues and Challenges facing Worcestershire's Historic Environment 
(Victoria Bryant)
VB outlined the work of the Worcestershire Historic Environment and Archaeology Service (WHEAS), which is concerned with understanding the nature and vulnerability of the historic environment. WHEAS provides an evidence base for decision making; provides advice; undertakes archaeological projects; and undertakes education and community projects. VB discussed what is working well (most notably the extensive partnership working on Green Infrastructure, Climate Change, and Bromsgrove's Townscape Heritage Initiatives), as well as some of the key challenges facing the historic environment sector. Most of the historic environment - including the majority of assets on the Historic Environment Record – remains unprotected. The greatest challenges currently being faced are a lack of adequate, secure funding, and an uncertain national policy context (the widely-welcomed PPS5 is to be replaced, along with all other PPSs, in a single slimmed-down National Policy Statement).
VB's presentation is available to view on the WPEG web pages at:

http://www.worcestershirepartnership.org.uk/cms/theme-groups/environment-group/minutes-and-agendas.aspx
2) Information Items
a) Worcestershire's 'Total Environment' initiative (Mark Middleton)
MM briefed the group on the 'Total Environment' initiative and explained that it is very much budget-driven. Several 'strands' are being taken forward, including a focus on environmental regulation, looking at the various environmental inspectors to identify more efficient working practices, including checking compliance with conditions on mineral sites and illegal rubbish dumping. Green environment and infrastructure is a positive area also going forward, and one in which Worcestershire is leading. MM is attending a DEFRA workshop in London to discuss progress on Total Environment.
b)
The Worcestershire Partnership's Place-Shaping Group (Mark Middleton)
MM outlined the origins and role of the Place shaping Group (PSG). In simple terms, the PSG can be seen as the public-sector decision making body, whilst the LEP is for private-sector-led strategic decision-making. The Place-Shaping group was originally set up to manage funding for social housing and to develop a Local Investment Plan, but its scope has since been widened to encompass the infrastructure necessary to achieve sustainable development.
c) An update on the Local Enterprise Partnership (Paul Sampson)
PS explained the latest developments in the Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP). The Worcestershire LEP now has a chair (Peter Pawsey, formerly chair of the Rural Regeneration Zone) and is currently trying to 'build a brand' to attract investment. PS hopes that the LEP can be a vehicle through which environmental considerations can be voiced, and hopes that the environmental sector can work together more constructively with developers in future. The LEP had chosen South Kidderminster as the county's bid for a Local Enterprise Zone. If the bid is successful, the LEP will benefit from any uplift in business rates to spend as they choose.
DT is keen for WPEG to engage with the LEP, and PS said this would be welcome.

d)
Increasing the prominence of biodiversity (Colin Raven)


CR did a brief presentation on 'Increasing the prominence of biodiversity'.

Worcestershire Wildlife Trust recognise the need to engage with the business community, in order to present biodiversity in a more relevant way and to demonstrate evidence of real economic benefits. WWT want to re-position 'the environment' away from being considered a 'restraint' on business, to show that it can have a positive impact. CR called for a respected business 'champion' to help communicate the message. CR also raised the need for an indicator on the economic value of the environment – something missing from WPEG's current suite of indicators in the State of the Environment report..

e)
Short updates from statutory agencies (EH, NE, FC, EA) and local authorities
Short updates were provided.
3) Task Group Briefing Notes:
a) EA highlighted that the revision of the Climate Change Strategy will be discussed at the next Climate Change meeting in July.

b) Not commented on.

c) Not commented on.

d) Not commented on.

e) Not commented on.

f) Not commented on.
g) Not commented on.

h) CJ commented that LSP in Redditch do not have environmental priorities and DT stated that structure should stay the same.  No one else commented.
i) RJ highlighted that Home Energy Conservation Act (HECA) is not going to be repealed. There is a new focus on HECA in the 'Green Deal' programme.

4) A.O.B.
JR briefed the group on the Consultation on the Single Sustainable Community Strategy for Worcestershire. The deadline for responses and comments is on 7th July 2011.
ACTION:  DT agreed to draft a WPEG response with the Vice-Chair and Board Member, and to hold an open-invite meeting if discussion was required. Draft response would be sent to the group for comment prior to submission to the Partnership.
JR also stated that an update on the audit delivery structure will be presented to the board on 13 June 2011.

AM commented that the Droitwich Canals restoration will open in July.
MM provided an update on the proposed Energy-from-Waste plant at Hartlebury. Whilst the County Council's Planning & Regulatory Committee were minded to approve the application, it has been 'called in' by the Secretary of State, which means a public enquiry will be held. The enquiry is expected to run for 4-6 days, from 4th October 2011.
6)
Dates and Venues of Next Meetings

7th September 2011 (10.00-12.30) (Redditch Borough Council)

7th December 2011 (10.00-12.30) (Countryside Centre, Worcester)


7th March 2012 (10.00-12.30) (Venue required)
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