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APPENDIX 3a
Worcestershire Partnership Board 

Subject: 
Recent initiatives relating to the planning of the natural environment
Date:  
26th September 2011
Purpose
To provide a briefing on a number of initiatives in regard to the planning of the natural environment that are currently being addressed as part of the work of the Strategic Planning and Environmental Policy Team within WCC.
Total Environmental Pilot Project

Reflecting the ethos of the Total Place initiative, and more latterly that of the Community Based Budgets the Total Environment pilot project seeks to promote greater collaborative working between the three agencies of DEFRA (Natural England, Environment Agency and the Forestry Commission) and local authorities with a view to improve outcomes and find greater efficiencies.
No brief or framework has been issued for the pilots, the expectation being that projects should be developed according to local circumstances. Within Worcestershire the Total Environment project has two strands. One is looking at how the partners can make better use of their resources in regards to the regulatory functions. The second strand, which the County planning team are leading on, is in relation to how pre application advice on environmental matters can be provided in a joined up single statement that sets outs how the partners collectively expect to see strategic sites be developed. The guiding principle will be that concept statements will be supportive of development, but that multiple green infrastructure benefits will be expected to be provided where it is financially viable to do so. Green Infrastructure is the network of natural environment assets that provide multiple environmental, economic and social benefits. 
It is anticipated that officers will shortly engage in discussions with staff of DEFRA with a view to developing further projects in accordance with the Community Budgets initiative.

Natural Environment White Paper 
The Natural Choice: securing the value of nature is the Government's White Paper, published in June, that introduces a series of proposals that seek to place the value of nature at the centre of the choices our nation must make: to enhance our environment, economic growth and personal wellbeing. Headline messages within the White Paper include:
· We need to properly value the economic and social benefits of a healthy natural environment while continuing to recognise nature's intrinsic value.
· We need to move to an ecosystems approach in planning and managing the natural environment whereby we address the whole system and not just one issue. This means linking goals on wildlife, water, soil and landscape and working at a scale that respects natural systems and the natural features supporting such systems.
Actions arising
The White Paper includes a number of proposals, upon which some of the local actions being undertaken are summarised below:
· It is proposed that Local Nature Partnerships (LNP's) be established. The LNP would bring together local organisations to provide leadership on natural environment matters including promoting the development of the green economy and in so doing complement the work of the Local Enterprise Partnership with which there are expected to be strong links. The Worcestershire Partnership Environment Group (WPEG) have agreed that they would like to pursue the establishment of the LNP with a view to WPEG itself assuming the responsibilities of the LNP with the three areas of strategic focus for the LNP being: green infrastructure, green economy and valuing Worcestershire's environment, and advocacy and reporting on environmental matters. Defra have a fund available to help enable existing environmental partnerships who aspire to become LNP's. It is anticipated that WPEG will be making an application for these funds.
· A fund of £7.5m to bid for the establishment of a Nature Improvement Area, which is to cover an area of approximately 20 - 50,000ha in which local bodies can deliver the greatest environmental benefits, has been established. It is understood that four bids will be made by differing organisations for projects affecting land within Worcestershire (Malvern's and Chase, Wetlands West, Bowbrook and Cotswolds).
· A call for expression of interest from local authorities in looking to develop the idea of 'biodiversity offsets' which is the practice whereby compensatory measures are sought for the loss of biodiversity arising from development against a clear framework of measurable measures. It is anticipated that the County Councils planning team will be expressing an interest to participate in this project.
Recommendation
That Board give their endorsement to WPEG pursuing Local Nature Partnership status.
Name: 

Dale Bristow
Job Title: 

Strategic Planning and Environmental Policy Manager
Organisation: 
Worcestershire County Council
Further information:
· A State of the Worcestershire Environment report can be accessed at www.worcestershirepartnership.org.uk/cms/theme-groups/environment-group/state-of-the-env-report.aspx 
· Information on the work of the County Councils Strategic Planning and Environmental Policy Team can be accessed at www.worcestershire.gov.uk/cms/environment-and-planning.aspx
· The Worcestershire Biodiversity Partnership can be accessed at www.worcestershire.gov.uk/cms/environment-and-planning/biodiversity.aspx 

Why is Green Infrastructure important?


Green Infrastructure can provide many social, economic and environmental benefits close to where people live and work including:


Places for outdoor relaxation and play


Space and habitat for wildlife with access to nature for people


Climate change adaptation - for example flood alleviation and cooling urban heat islands.


Environmental education


Local food production - in allotments, gardens and through agriculture


Improved health and well-being – lowering stress levels and providing opportunities for exercise


Green Infrastructure should be provided as an integral part of all new development, alongside other infrastructure such as utilities and � HYPERLINK "http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/planningtransportlocalgov/transport/default.aspx" \o "default" �transport� networks.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/planningtransportlocalgov/greeninfrastructure/default.aspx" �http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/planningtransportlocalgov/greeninfrastructure/default.aspx� 
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