Briefing note

	Topic Area


	Arts Partnership 

	Update


	The Arts Partnership is presently developing a new county wide Arts Strategy and has set up a new group including members of the professional arts sector, children services and the voluntary sector to look at both the strategy as well as membership of the arts partnership. 

The plan is to use the consultation process of the strategy as a way of bringing in new members to the partnership. 

It is hoped that the strategy will thus be a document that will have ownership from all the sectors who are involved in the arts and that these will include the professional sector, the voluntary sector, the districts, the arts education service as well as those other departments who use the arts as a way of addressing and delivering their own agendas, for example Health, Children and Young People, The Economy, The Environment and Safer Communities. 

The (new) partnership will also have its own governance and it is expected to have an independent chair who will work alongside the partners.

Plans are also in fruition for a new county wide arts website which will act as a  hub for the arts community and provide services such as funding opportunities as well as a planned e-zine and forum. 

The Economic and Social Impact Study commissioned to the consultants ERS is to be launched alongside a film to show the arts in Worcestershire. There will be a showing of the film on Friday April 24th, probably at County Hall. The film will be made by The Giggle Group, a film company based in Gloucester. 

The Strategic and In Roads Grants scheme received 49 applications, doubled from last year and there were some excellent applications from right across the county. 



	Issues arising for CTG


	The arts partnership would like to see how the arts can fit in with other group’s agendas and would be interested in seeing how the arts can impact on these services. 

	Next steps


	There will be a series of consultation meetings over the next couple of months.

	Forthcoming key dates


	Friday 24 April – Film and Strategy launch.

	Contact
	Steve Wilson and Jonathan Cochrane


Question for Rob to ask:

· In terms of the 24th April event, who will be invited to attend?

· In terms of the Strategic and In Roads grant, can you make a general comment to say you (Rob!) were involved in shortlisting and give a bit of background about how good it is.

