Briefing note

	Topic Area
	Arts

	Update


	The Arts Partnership continues to develop with further membership including Worcestershire Youth music. 

The arts strategy is in the process of being printed and will be launched in late November. Provisional date of Thursday 25 November, date and venue to be confirmed. 

The partnership has five sub groups set up. These are: 

· Arts and Health 

· Promotion and advocacy 

· Children and Young People 

· Visual Arts

· Arts in non arts spaces. 

The Arts and Health Group are planning a seminar on this area in October/November. 
12 Moves – the counties mass participation dance project is progressing well with dance squads established in each district. 
WCC county arts are working with Natalie McVey from Libraries on a Young Poet Laureate Project for the county, kind support is being given by Extended Services and Bromsgrove, Wyre Forest and Wychavon Local Authorities.

WCC county arts are working with WCC Olympic Co-ordinator on a intergenerational film project looking at the 1948, 1980 and 2012 Olympics. A proposed bid will be going to Heritage Lottery Fund. 

WCC County Arts are piloting a drama project with the Drug and Alcohol Action Team, looking to begin in January. 

Shindig the touring scheme for Worcestershire is in the process of interviewing for a new co-ordinator to replace Sue Roberts who is retiring.  

On a national basis, the Arts Council are preparing for grants of around 25% and are meeting with local authorities in terms of how those cuts are made and affect arts organisations. The arts is putting up a strong case at present but like other sectors are preparing for hard times. 



	Issues arising for CTG
	To note arts events in the county and to support these.

	Next steps


	Dates  to be confirmed and progress to be made on the arts strategy.

	Forthcoming key dates
	To be confirmed. 

	Contact
	Steve Wilson 


