Task Group Briefing Notes for Worcestershire Partnership Environment Group
September 2011
	Topic Area


	State of the Environment Group

	Update


	The 2011/2012 SoE report has now been published. The report shows that 47% of indicators are green, 37% are amber, and 16% are red. Under a new methodology agreed this year, this means that overall, performance for 2010/11 is rated as red. The new methodology is based on cut-off points as below:

<50% of measures Green =        RED

50%-75% of measures Green = AMBER

>75% of measures Green =       GREEN

The indicators that are currently showing poor performance are:

Management Status of Wildlife and Geological Sites

Key Breeding Birds Population Numbers

Addresses at Risk of Flooding



	Issues arising for WPEG/Next steps
	Partners to help disseminate information and to consider how they can help to reverse poor performance.



	Forthcoming key dates


	Next meeting February 2012.

	Contact


	Ben Horovitz, bhorovitz@worcestershire.gov.uk or 01905 766097




	Topic Area
	Climate Change Task Group

	Update


	Between 2005 and 2008, there was a 4.2% reduction in CO2 emissions in Worcestershire.  Figures for 2009 due in September.

Worcestershire County Council is to provide funding to support countywide home insulation.  Each district will be offered £40,000 to offer cavity wall, loft insulation and draught proofing to vulnerable residents focusing on the over 60s.  The aim is that this can also support the local economy and skills building up to the start of the Green Deal at the end of 2012.

A Green Deal seminar was held at County Hall on August 3rd with representatives from County & District Councils and Housing Associations. During the workshop session the options for a Green Deal for Worcestershire were discussed.  The Green Deal is a loan scheme for energy efficiency improvements with repayments made via the savings achieved through the installation.  

The Climate Change Task group have responded to the Sustainable Community Strategy consultation. 

The review of the Climate Change Strategy has just begun. The Climate Change group ran an initial review workshop to assess what was effective in the existing strategy and potential opportunities and threats for the next strategy on 20th July.  A wider mini-conference will be held 21st October.

Warmer Worcestershire Network are organising a campaign week to launch the winter warmth campaign between 19th-23rd September.  This campaign will also link with Public Health messages around keeping warm and fire safety messages.  The following themes will be focussed on during the week

Monday- Saving money- energy efficiency

Tuesday- Home maintenance (chimney sweeping, boiler service, insulation)

Wednesday- Keeping warm, keeping well

Thursday- Winter health

Friday- Switch it Off (4.30pm-6.30pm)

For more info contact Heather Lammas hlammas@worcestershire.gov.uk  


	Issues arising for WPEG/Next Steps
	Ask members to take part in Switch it off Friday 23rd Sept. For details hlammas@worcestershire.gov.uk
Review of the Partnership Climate Change Strategy is taking place at present.  The task group would value wider WPEG input to this.  WPEG members are invited to the Strategy review workshop on 21st October at County Hall.

Progress update requests for the Climate Change Action plan due to be sent out.
Creation of an options paper for Worcestershire Local Authorities to work together on the Green Deal to go to Chief Execs, WP and the LEP.

Hold the climate change strategy workshop to gain feedback on what should be included in the next strategy and how this should be structured.  Anyone who would like to be invited to this workshop should email sustainability@worcestershire.gov.uk


	Forthcoming key dates

	Next Climate Change task group meeting - 17th September, County Hall

Climate Change Strategy review workshop for wider participation held on 21st October at County Hall.  If you are interested in attending please email Hayley Bosworth hbosworth@worcestershire.gov.uk


	Contact
	Liz Alston ealston@worcestershire.gov.uk 01905 766745



	Topic Area


	Historic Environment

	Update

	The characterisation of Worcestershire's Historic Landscape is now 97% complete and the Historic Landscape Assessment report will be finished by the end of October. The next stage is to produce a web site similar to the existing Landscape Character Assessment 

http://gis.worcestershire.gov.uk/website/lca/viewer.htm
This project will strengthen the strategic evidence base of rthe County

Both the City and County Historic Environment Records are now using the same software platform and the County's HER will go on line in the late Autumn. The on-line site is not a professional tool but will help to increase public awareness of the historic environment.



	Issues arising for WPEG/Next Steps

	WHEAS will be contributing to national and regional responses to the draft National Planning Policy Framework.

	Forthcoming Key dates


	

	Contact


	County Council Historic Environment and Archaeology Service 01905 855474
Contact - Victoria Bryant vbryant@worcestershire.gov.uk



	Topic Area


	Biodiversity Action Plan Partnership

	Update

	Local Nature Partnership funding

One of the key things to come out of the Natural Environment White Paper, Defra has made £1M available for partnership development activity to broaden the agenda, membership and vision of partnerships across England. Worcestershire (WPEG) will be submitting a bid to the second round of funding: draft bid on agenda for discussion at meeting.

Nature Improvement Areas

Also following on from the NEWP, Natural England is managing a £7.5M fund to identify 12 landscape-scale projects across England. There are three applications being submitted that have been proposed or are being supported by the IBDA partnership group: 

· The Bow Brook catchment project led by WWT

· An orchard project led by the Malvern Hills AONB 

· The Severn and Avon Vales/Wetlands West project area

One other application is also relevant to Worcestershire:

· The Cotswolds AONB Western Corridor project (which includes Bredon Hill)

Deadline for all of these applications is 30th September.

Landscape-scale project work
£14k has been secured for the Carrant Catchment project for work in year 1 (with potential for further £79k over years 2-4) from EA's WFD project budget. This has been awarded to Kemerton Conservation Trust with project management support from Worcs LBAP co-ordinator. A detailed project plan and budget breakdown is in preparation but key elements will be risk mapping of the catchment to identify parts of the watercourse at high risk of diffuse pollution followed by targeted liaison with landowners to secure agreement for capital works to address those risks.

A £43k bid has been submitted to WCC's Green Economy fund for funding towards orchard Local Site surveys. This will be county-wide, focused on all sites with noble chafer records.

The bid to HLF for the Wyre Forest Sandstones project was unsuccessful. Feedback given was that the project met the basic criteria but that grant schemes are currently very over-subscribed and other projects were considered to be of higher priority for funding. Wyre Forest DC is currently exploring alternative options for funding.

The orchard sub-group of the IBDA partnership plans to submit a bid to HLF's Heritage Grants scheme. If successful this will provide match funding for an NIA bid (and vice versa).

Biodiversity Opportunity Map

The map and guidance note have been completed and can be found on the biodiversity partnership website. Both have been promoted to other counties by NE as best practice examples.


	Issues arising for WPEG/Next Steps

	To consider how WPEG wishes to broaden its agenda, membership and vision in order to submit a strong LNP application 

The new Biodiversity Strategy for England was published on 19th August and can be found at http://www.defra.gov.uk/publications/2011/08/19/pb13583-biodiversity-strategy-2020/
WPEG to review draft LNP application and provide feedback for v2

Completion and submission of NIA bids

Delivery of year 1 of project work in Carrant Catchment



	Forthcoming Key dates


	27th September: Biodiversity Partnership co-ordination group meeting

30th September: deadline for NIA bid submissions

31st October: deadline for LNP application



	Contact


	Becky Lashley

rlashley@worcestershire.gov.uk           01905 766852




	Topic Area


	Water Group

	Update

	The water group met on the 6th July. The group was attended by representatives from the Environment Agency, Severn Trent Water, and the County Planners. Maps showing the catchments of the water bodies in the county where shared along with the Water Framework Directive status designation. With this information the relevant bodies will ensure any works they are doing or approving in these areas take WFD into consideration. The next meeting is taking place in early September (The group are looking to meet every few months in the early stages of the group) and a representative from Natural England will be attending.


	Issues arising for WPEG/Next Steps

	N/A

	Forthcoming Key dates


	6th September.

	Contact


	Stuart Gamble (Environment Management Team Leader Environment Agency) 01562 534127 stuart.gamble@environment-agency.gov.uk



	Topic Area


	Pollution Group

	Update

	

	Issues arising for WPEG/Next Steps

	

	Forthcoming Key dates


	

	Contact


	


	Topic Area

	Waste Forum

	Update
	

	Issues arising for WPEG/Next Steps
	

	Forthcoming key dates


	

	Contact


	








