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RIVERSMEET HOUSE, NEWTOWN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, NORTHWAY LANE, TEWKESBURY, GLOUCS, GL20 8JG
(HOSTED BY ENVIRONMENT AGENCY)

WEDNESDAY, 5 SEPTEMBER 2007 AT 10.00 A.M.

Present:	
	
	Alex Kinnersley, Worcestershire County Council
Bill Heslegrave, Forestry Commission
	Carol Johnson, GOWM
	Colin Raven, Worcestershire Wildlife Trust
	Dale Bristow, Worcestershire County Council (Secretariat)
	Dave Throup, Environment Agency (Stand in Chair)
	David Manning, Liveability Fund
	Elizabeth Alston, Worcestershire County Council
	Francis Flanagan, Worcestershire County Council
Heather Barrett, University College Worcester and Civic Trust
Ian Holebrook, Worcestershire County Council
Ivor Pumfrey, Malvern Hills District Council
Jennifer Springer, Worcestershire County Council
	John Kirwan, Worcester City Council
	Cllr Liz Tucker, Worcestershire County Councillor
	Malcolm Atkin, Worcestershire County Council
	Mark July, Natural England
	Matt Haskey, Worcestershire Partnership (Minutes)	
	Nick Dean, Worcestershire County Council
	Peter Hughes, County Landowners Association
Peter Hughes, Worcester Diocese
Rachel Jones, WEEAC 
Rhys McCarthy, Environment Agency
	Tom Richards, Earth Heritage Trust

(i) Apologies

Alan Taylor, English Heritage
Chris Dobbs, Worcester City Council
Chris Harvey, Chamber of Commerce
Guy Revans, Redditch Borough Council
Ian Bamforth, Worcestershire County Council
James Sommerville, Worcester Alliance
Jenny Moreton, Worcestershire County Council
Jim Pithouse, Worcestershire County Council
Lynnette Jones, Wyre Forest District Council
Mark Middleton, Worcestershire County Council (Chair)
Roisin Hanks, The Duckworth Trust
Rupert Brakspear, Worcestershire County Council
Tony Harvey, British Waterways



(ii) Minutes of 6 June 2007 and Matters Arising

A warm welcome was extended to Councillor Liz Tucker who was attending her first WPEG Meeting.

Droitwich Canals Restoration

Full planning application submitted in May, likely to be determined early October. Peter Luff MP has written to Environment Agency to express concerns regarding importance of project. Other WPEG members are likely to be asked to be involved in discussions/negotiations prior to determination.

2(f) Material Resources and Waste and LAA B3

ND informed that the County Council has requested Secretary of State withdraw the Waste Core Strategy on 28 June 2007 and is awaiting confirmation.

2(h) District LSPs

District LSP meeting took place to discuss how the environment is addressed by LSP and in Community Strategy. DB reinforced message for Districts to take back that WPEG exists and is able to advise on environmental matters.   
 
3(a) Update on Tenbury Biomass Project

Submission of application is imminent. WPEG has given a letter of support to the project.

3(b) Planning White Paper

Comments have been received and have been forwarded.


1 Update on 2007 Flood Events

Rhys McCarthy, Flood Warning Duty Officer from the Environment Agency gave a presentation to WPEG regarding how the 2007 Flood affected Worcestershire. Since the floods took place, Environment Agency have held drop in sessions in locations across Worcestershire. 


2 Information Items

2 (a) Landscapes for Living

CR explained how Worcestershire Wildlife Trust has taken a regional approach to biodiversity. A series of policies and maps will be forwarded later this year, looking at projects, mapping initiatives and flooding. CR to circulate a briefing note.

2 (b) Olympics

Peter Turvey appointed 2012 Olympics Co-ordinator. Job role is to engage Worcestershire people and businesses into Olympics ideal and make this Olympics the most environmentally friendly ever. DB to invite Peter to next WPEG meeting to give a presentation on work to date.
3 Items with Recommendations

3 (a) Community Strategy Contribution

JS explained Community Strategy has been running since 2003 with a number of changes, including the introduction of the LAA. WPEG’s 4 key priorities are Natural Environment, Climate Change, Cultural Environment and Material Resources. Theme leads have populated the templates to cover these areas. A series of workshops will be taking place at the Assembly on 22 November, followed by a consultation process. Aim is completion by May 2008. Looking at Theme Group to identify their priorities although Climate Change has been acknowledged as cross cutting scheme. DB explained leads should forward all WPEG comments on templates to himself.

3 (b) Worcestershire Assembly

Event taking place at 9.30 on 22 November 2007 at Worcester Rugby Club and will be focusing on Sustainable Communities and Community Strategy. Rupert Brakspear, Education for Sustainable Development Officer at Worcestershire County Council will be presenting Inconvenient Truth by Al Gore as key speech. WPEG has been allocated space for 6 tables, of which State of Environment will be included. DB requested partners to forward requests for tables to himself asap. Workshops on the day relating to Climate Change WPEG members to attend and contribute on the day. 


4 Comments on Briefing Notes Circulated

4 (a) State of the Environment Report

Indicators have been revised. Data leads responsible for sending data to DB by 30 September, in order for data to put onto the website at the beginning of October. 

4 (b) Climate Change Strategy and LAA B2

“Switch It Off Campaign” starts W/C 29 October and is running in Worcestershire, Warwickshire and Coventry. On 2 November, Central Networks will be measuring electricity used throughout the region, a “Universally Challenged” quiz will be taking place as well as work going on in schools. Materials available from “Switch It Off” Website. Climate Change pledges have been received, of which 18 organisations are signed up and 11 progress reports have been received. MJ requested EA to write to Natural England for a pledge. LA explained that Heather Lammas has been employed in a 3 month work placement role within the County Council until the end of September looking back at weather for last 10 years and how it affects local businesses. Information will be available on website for public access. MRM, DB and EA are meeting Professor John Bryson to firm up if he is able to chair the Climate Change task group for WPEG. Climate Change Conference to take place next year.    

4 (c) Streetscene and Open Spaces and LAA B1

8 sites have been awarded green flag status. Next year’s target is 11, of which the target is likely to be exceeded by 2 or 3. A target of 6 new play areas is likely be easily made. Malvern Hills District Council and Wychavon District Council have been awarded money from BIG Lottery’s Children’s Play Initative. Worcester City Council, Bromsgrove District Council, Reddtich Borough Council and Wyre Forest District Council to apply for this scheme in September. Play should be retained in the LAA as it is high on the government agenda, but to consider if it should be under WPEG’s remit or another theme group.

4 (d) Landscape/Biodiversity and LAA B4

Concerns on Green Infrastructure Strategy to be fed back to MM. Work on Worcestershire District Community Strategies is going on to look at how we engage. Work has been done on Woodland guidelines a few years ago, now looking to finish off. AK to do a presentation at December’s WPEG meeting on Woodland Guidelines.

4 (h) District LSP’s

District LSP’s are at various stages of production of their draft Community Strategies. WPEG members encouraged to comment. Once all the Strategies have been received, a link is to be put onto WPEG webpage.

4 (i) Worcestershire Partnership Board

CR explained he has found it useful to see how Partnership activities fit together. Suggested WPEG members might like to attend as an observer at future meetings of the Board.


5 Any Other Business

CJ explained that through GOWM, DEFRA are identifying local environmental priorities for LAA. CJ circulated a draft paper and invited comments from WPEG to Paul Cobbing via CJ.

RJ explained a conference is held every year on the Energy Conservation Act. Last year this took place in Warwickshire. In April 2008, this event will be held at Worcester Bosch. 

Simon Hartley is leaving, so a volunteer is sought to cover “matters relating to mineral resources” on the Governance Sheet and to provide State of the Environment indicators for Waste. IH to replace Simon.


6 Dates and Venues for Meetings in 2007

5 December 2007 10.00 – 12.30 (Lower Smite Farm)

7 Suggested Future Agenda Items

· Grow with Wyre Project
· Landscape Planning Tool
· Diglis Gateway
· Regional Spatial Strategy
· Education for Sustainable Development
· Environmental Business Support
· Woodland Guidelines
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