Briefing note
	Topic Area
	Heritage



	Update


	Andrew Mottram was the successful candidate for the post of Heritage Building & Community Development Officer (partnership funding from English Heritage, Dudley Partnership, Elmley Foundation and Diocese of Worcester) .  After a recent focus on Dudley he is now going to be learning more about Worcestershire and is visiting the Heritage Task Group in January.  The focus of the role is on ensuring faith buildings can be used for community activity and enabling the long-term care of the fabric of these buildings.   
History Pods are benefiting from the Generations Together project where Heritage Services at WCC drew down £80k to deliver Harvesting the Past – an oral history project involving older people and school-children.  There are linked activities on Museum on the Move whose theme is Memory Reminiscence where oral history will tour round the county and the team will have the ability to collect oral history material especially in adult social care settings that will then be made available on an audio pod. The Romani Roots Redditch Pod is also developing apace, expected to be launched in the new year.

Joint Museums
In September the Cabinets of Worcester City and Worcestershire County Councils agreed a merger of the County and City Museums through the vehicle of a Joint Committee.  The implementation plan is now underway with the Committee due to start in April 2010.  Other museums in the County are regularly appraised of progress and the offer has been on the table from the start for other Museums to join in the venture.  Savings and service benefits are planned.  

Performance Data
The task group has been working to produce a common set of performance management information, ably assisted by Dave Corbett, who provides Culture’s Performance monitoring at the County Council.  This work is in early stages but will benefit from everyone taking part.  

English Heritage
English Heritage recently published a report which declares that research has shown that Heritage makes you feel more positive about your local area.  The report can be seen at:

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/server/show/conWebDoc.17290


	Issues arising for CTG


	Authorities with museums or connected to independently run museums who wish to learn more about the Joint Museums project should let Debbie know so that information and / or presentation can be given 


	Next steps


	· Heritage Task Group to learn more about Andrew Mottram's role and ways in which we can help/get involved
· Justin Hughes to lead work on a Super History Pod for the new Library and History centre – Heritage Task Group to be invited to be involved

· Heritage Task Group to consider work plan for next financial year


	Contact
	Debbie Birch, Heritage Partnerships Manager 


