LSP Briefing Notes for Worcestershire Partnership Environment Group December 2009
	Topic Area


	Bromsgrove LSP

	Update


	· Review of Sustainable Community strategy has taken place and new action plans have been developed to deliver the SCS. The LSP held ‘away days’ to focus on key priorities and objectives for the SCS. One of the key priorities for the LSP is Climate Change and this will be the key area of work for the Environment Theme group.  The environment section of the SCS will be focused on mitigation and adaptation. The mitigation section of the action plan will be broken down into domestic, business and transport and actions are being developed to deliver carbon savings in these areas.

· BDC hosted Workshops for the development of the Countywide Housing Strategy – this included affordable warmth and energy conservation. Outcomes from the workshops will be embedded into the strategy.

· Promotion of ‘energy monitors’ through library service. This has also been promoted as part of ‘Switch it Off Week’ – leader of council has an energy monitor installed and has been a case study for part of the campaign.

· Energy Awareness training has been undertaken by staff at BDHT – highlighting fuel poverty and how to recognise the signs

· All reports that now go through the cabinet process need to address climate change and carbon implications 



	Issues arising for WPEG


	Need to ensure that actions are delivered across partnership and not just Council

	Next steps


	Implementation of action plan

	Forthcoming key dates


	Theme Group Meeting 15th December

Board Meeting 10th December

	Contact
	Rachel Jones - Act on Energy 

rachel@actonenergy.org.uk




	Topic Area


	Malvern Hills Partnership November 2009

	Update


	The MHP has now submitted its AOHN funding bid and will be discussing how to proceed with the project at the next meeting. While funding will not be available until March, the group will consider moving ahead with the proposal so that the project can get off the ground as soon as possible.

The MHP have also submitted a bid to the ‘Customer Led Transformation Fund’ for £95k. If successful with the bid, this money would be used to develop a rural access project and would allow the MHP to employ a social researcher to really dig into the issues and organisational proposals and procedures. This work will develop solutions, not just identify problems.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	It was explained that all potential sources of funding for flood relief in Tenbury have now been exhausted. The only option now is to lobby central government. While formal plans for lobbying are yet to be arranged, members of the LSP will be invited to add weight to the argument, as will members of WPEG, which is responsible for flooding issues in the County.

The MHP is drawing up a list of ‘quick wins’ to help member organisations and local businesses in the district tackle climate change. Can the WPEG climate change group help with support and advice? Also how can we support local businesses to be more energy efficient?



	Next steps


	

	Forthcoming key dates


	Date of next MHP 20th January 2010



	Contact
	Libby Orr, 01684 862333



	Topic Area


	Redditch Partnership

	Update


	Nothing to report for Dec 2009



	Issues arising for WPEG
	N/A



	Next steps


	N/A



	Forthcoming key dates


	N/A



	Contact
	Ceridwen John, 01527 881477 / 01527 64252 x3700




	Topic Area


	Worcester Alliance

	Update


	Onwards and upwards for 2010 and Transition Worcester! With the new year looming, the group are making concrete plans for a successful 2010 and have various ideas, projects and events in the pipeline for everyone to get involved with.

The sustainable community strategy for Worcester, ‘Worcester Forward’ is well underway, providing useful information on a strategy towards 2010. Some key themes include the Climate Change Pledge, Worcestershire Pound, and Garden Share scheme.
Worcester City Council is pleased to announce the appointment of Sarah Evans to the new 1-year position of Climate Change Assistant. Sarah studied Geography at Sheffield University, and as well as coordinating climate change work within the council she'll also be providing reports back to the county and government, and supporting Transition Worcester.


	Issues arising for WPEG


	None Arising

	Next steps


	1) Raising awareness of the Transition group throughout the local community and organising events and projects, which all WPEG members are warmly invited to.

2) Delivering upon Worcestershire Pound and Garden Share Plan, by Transition, Council and local community involvement.

3) Driving to get more businesses to sign up to the climate change pledge.

4)  Three volunteers from Transition Worcester and two City Council workers will be attending the Transition Training Course in January, which provides fundamentals for those wishing to know to set up, run and maintain a Transition Initiative. 


	Forthcoming key dates


	· 26th November: Transition Worcester Meeting ‘Two Wheels are Better Then Four’, Guildhall.

· 5th December: Tree Planting Event run by Transition Worcester, Cherry and Aconbury Orchard.

· 15th December: Free screening of ‘The Age of Stupid’, County Hall.



	Contact


	Transition Worcester: Sarah Evans

(sarah.evans@worcester.gov.uk, 01905 722 056)

Worcester Alliance: Amanda Hughes

(amanda.hughes@worcester.gov.uk 01905 722 093)




	Topic Area


	Wyre Forest Matters

	Update


	A Wyre Forest Matters Forum was held on 14th Oct. The topic was Community Engagement, with plenty of ideas generated for better engaging different groups, including young people, rural communities and those in areas of highest need. 

LAA Reward funding is to be used to improve quality of life in the areas of greatest deprivation for Wyre Forest, through supporting neighbourhood level action in the areas of Horsefair, Broadwaters and Greenhill, Oldington and Foley Park in Kidderminster and The Walshes in Stourport. This will include promotion of the Warmer Worcestershire project in these areas. 

The Children and Young People’s sub group are developing a database of activities and services for children and young people.  They plan to get the information out to children, young people and families all over the district, working with as many Partners and existing opportunities as possible. For further information or to contribute please contact Tracy Reck, 01562 732950
Additional news from WFM partners of relevance to WPEG include:

Development of a Community Orchard in Bewdley, involving the district council, Friends of Bewdley Museum and local schools. 

Wyre Forest Community Housing has produced their own climate change action plan; actions include a Green Tenants scheme and implementation of an Environmental Management System. 

A Renewable Energy Scrutiny exercise is to be carried out, to include issues of free standing renewable energy, incorporation in new developments, information provision and replication of best practise from elsewhere within the district.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	The Wyre Forest Matters website includes further info on local projects, meeting papers etc;  see www.wyreforestmatters.co.uk  



	Next steps


	Ongoing delivery of local climate change action plans and the Warmer Worcestershire project.



	Forthcoming key dates


	3rd Dec- Worcestershire Partnership Management Group to consider the LAA reward fund proposal. 

14th Dec 2009 Next Wyre Forest Matters Board meeting.


	Contact
	Jenny Moreton

Principal Health & Sustainability Officer

Wyre Forest District Council

01562 732569

Jennifer.moreton@wyreforestdc.gov.uk 




