LSP Briefing Notes for Worcestershire Partnership Environment Group March 2010
	Topic Area


	Bromsgrove LSP

	Update


	Action plans for the SCS have now been reviewed and ready for implementation in April. As part of the action plan process theme groups are being asked to consider the Areas Of Highest Need Project and what actions from the theme groups could help to achieve targets both within the project but also help the theme group targets.
On the 12th February the LSP hosted an away day for theme groups and their members. The purpose of the Theme Group Away Day was: (i) for Theme Group Members to undertake a strategic self-assessment to develop a delivery chain analysis and ensure each Theme Group contributes to the work of the Trunk (the Areas of Highest Need Project); and (ii) consider and finalise the new LSP Theme Group Structure for 2010/11 to make sure it is fit for purpose to deliver the recently agreed Sustainable Community Strategy 2010-13.

For Bromsgrove the area of highest need (Trunk) is in Charford and Sidemoor. 

The potential benefit will be through NI 187 and NI 186 although local data for 186 in Charford & Sidemoor is unknown. 

On the 16th February joint COIN training was held for councillors and the new management staff from both Bromsgrove and Redditch.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	

	Next steps


	Assessment of Area Of Highest Need for each of the NI that sit with theme groups.  Implementation of action plan which will then commence from April 2010.


	Forthcoming key dates


	Theme Group Meeting 16th March

Board Meeting April 2010

	Contact
	Rachel Jones - Act on Energy 

rachel@actonenergy.org.uk




	Topic Area


	Malvern Hills Partnership

	Update


	It was acknowledged that all members of MHP are signed up to the Worcestershire Climate Change pledge; however there was some concern over how much commitment Parish Councils could offer. As they are community leaders for their local areas it is important they link up with the pledge in some way. Mike Ostick from CALC will be raising this issue with the County Council when it comes to the discussion of the Worcestershire Standard. 

It was announced that the Warmer Worcestershire project had provided energy and insulation advice to 250 Malvern Hills residents since its launch last year - this does not take into account website usage. Transition Malvern detailed a project that they are looking to launch that will help those householders living in older properties to reduce their heat reduction. There is a possibility that this could link up to the work of the Affordable Warmth Task Group and discussions are due to take place between the two groups.

The Health and Wellbeing Group also fed back on a project they launched in partnership with Age Concern to provide a handy man service to older people needing loft insulation. Take up had not been as high as expected, however they are looking at further ways to promote the initiative and will link up with Transition Malvern wherever possible. 



	Issues arising for WPEG


	It was agreed by the MHP that Libby Orr continue to represent the partnership at the WPEG meetings.

	Next steps


	The MHP will be carrying out some level of internal assessment to establish how well the partnership is working; where any improvements could be made; and how best to engage partners in work and action programmes. This is likely to take place in May.


	Forthcoming key dates


	The next MHP meeting will take place on the 29th of March, followed by a meeting on the 28th of May.

	Contact
	Libby Orr, Libby.orr@malvernhills.gov.uk or 01684 862333



	Topic Area


	Redditch Partnership

	Update


	Redditch Partnership hosted a promotional event inside a vacant shop unit in the Kingfisher Shopping Centre during the week of 18th January 2010.  The aim of the event was to raise the profile of the Partnership and to demonstrate to people the kinds of projects that organisations working in partnership have undertaken for the residents of Redditch.  A consultation exercise was also undertaken to find out what residents felt the priorities should be for organisations working in Redditch.

Many organisations that form the Partnership gave up their time to staff information stands at that event including: Hereford and Worcester Fire and Rescue Service; West Mercia Police; NEW College; Bromsgrove and Redditch Network; Community Forum; and Redditch Borough Council. Opportunities were also provided for residents to take part in activities including undertaking a Health MOT by the town’s Health Trainers Service, arts and crafts sessions by the YMCA and story telling by Redditch Library.  


	Issues arising for WPEG
	The consultation exercise asked people to write their thoughts on post-it notes on the following key questions:

What do you think the priorities for Redditch should be?

What do you like about Redditch?

What do you dislike about Redditch?

What would you improve about Redditch?

We received a large variety of answers to these questions and it was encouraging to note that many people when asked about what they liked about Redditch responded that the green spaces and Arrow Valley and Morton Stanley parks were one of the more favourable aspects of Redditch.

However, when asked about what could be improved a large proportion of people felt that street cleanliness and the quality of footpaths / roads were issues that needed to be addressed.  A summary of the comments made by participants in the consultation will be made available for people to view on the Redditch Partnership web pages on the Redditch Borough Council website.



	Next steps


	Information gathered through the consultation exercise will be used to inform the refresh of the Redditch Sustainable Community Strategy which is being undertaken in the first half of 2010. 



	Forthcoming key dates


	

	Contact
	Ceridwen John, 01527 881477 / 01527 64252 x3700




	Topic Area


	Worcester Alliance

	Update


	Economy & Transport

A Transport Strategy for Worcester is being developed by Worcestershire County Council to support the city in dealing with existing and future transport challenges that contribute to the long term future of the City of Worcester over the next 20 years. View the strategy and have your say at www.worcestershire.gov.uk/wts - the consultation ends on the 12th March.

Organisations are being encouraged to sign up to a Travel Plan to help support the Transport Strategy.

Climate Change

Transition Worcester has a series of events coming up in the next few months which everyone can get involved with. 

After many successful showings of The Age of Stupid, a film which concentrates on climate change and effects on the planet, the group are searching for other eco films to show at various locations.

A Transport Group meeting, Food Group Meeting, an Eco pub quiz and a Worcester walk are all planned between now and April, and everyone is welcome to come along to any event.

A Land Share initiative has also been launched, which aims to match garden owners and keen gardeners - for more information please see the website.

Sarah Evans and Amanda Hughes also attended a two day Transition Town workshop at Bishops Wood Environmental Centre to look at interesting new ways of promoting and spreading the word about Climate Change and Peak oil within Worcester City.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	

	Next steps


	1) Raising awareness of the Transition group throughout the local community and organising events and projects, which all WPEG members are warmly invited to.

2) Delivering upon Worcestershire Pound and Land Share Plan, by Transition, Council and local community involvement.

3) Driving to get more businesses to sign up to the climate change pledge.


	Forthcoming key dates


	25th February Transport Group Meeting 7:30pm in the Guildhall

3rd March Food Group Meeting, Location TBC.

30th March Eco pub quiz Dragon Inn, Worcester 

10th April Worcester Walk around the city.


	Contact
	Transition Worcester: Sarah Evans

(sarah.evans@worcester.gov.uk, 01905 722 056)

Worcester Alliance: Amanda Hughes

(a.hughes@worcester.gov.uk, 01905 722 093)



	Topic Area


	Wychavon LSPs

	Update


	Area of Highest Need project.

Wychavon has been successful in achieving a grant from the Worcestershire Partnership to help deliver the LAA outcomes in the District’s most deprived areas.  The Wychavon project will focus on Evesham and some of its surrounding villages and will deliver projects in three streams over the next three years.  These three streams will be:

· Skills Improvement

· Health Improvement

· Fuel Poverty

The most relevant element to WPEG will be the work coming out of the fuel poverty strand focused around reducing fuel poverty and increasing fuel efficiency in the target areas.  

Although the exact focus of the work will be determined by a baseline gathering exercise the project will include a capital grant scheme, sessions with schools and community groups and energy health checks.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	None

	Next steps


	The project is due to start in April 2010.

A mini place survey will be developed and will start the baseline gathering phase of the project 



	Forthcoming key dates


	Partnership scoping event  to be held in April

	Contact


	David Manning, David.Manning@wychavon.gov.uk, 01386 565478


	Topic Area


	Wyre Forest Matters

	Update


	The Wyre Forest AOHN project has now been approved by the Worcestershire Partnership. This will focus on the areas of Horsefair, Broadwaters & Greenhill and Oldington & Foley Park in Kidderminster, and The Walshes in Stourport and will include links to the Warmer Worcestershire project. 

The new WFM performance monitoring system will include indicators on the number of WFM partners signed up to the Worcestershire Climate Change Pledge as well as NI186 (CO2 emissions) and NI187 (fuel poverty). 

In addition…
WFDC is carrying out a scrutiny on renewables and energy efficiency, looking to increase uptake of renewables and energy efficiency measures, encouragement through the planning system and leading by example.

A Transition Group has been set up in Bewdley, initial focus includes Land Use and Energy. 



	Issues arising for WPEG


	The Wyre Forest Matters website includes further info on local projects, meeting papers etc;  see www.wyreforestmatters.co.uk  



	Next steps


	Delivery of AOHN project from April. 



	Forthcoming key dates


	10th March- next WFM Board meeting. 

TBC- next Forum meeting, to focus on economic recovery.


	Contact
	Jenny Moreton

Principal Health & Sustainability Officer

Wyre Forest District Council

01562 732569

Jennifer.moreton@wyreforestdc.gov.uk 




