	Topic Area


	Worcestershire Partnership Board

	Update


	Board Meeting on 26 March 2008 

· Update on the LAA refresh and brief discussion on the reward grants, proposals are to be put forward by the districts.

· Comprehensive Area Assessments – presentation given on the CAA process and time scales. A report will be made available to the public in November. A demonstration of the process can be viewed on the audit commission website www.auditcommission.gov.uk By June a view of the main issues should be available.

· The board are establishing an economy watch task group to look at recession challenges. A debt relief scheme is to be put in place by the summer.

· Poverty Task Group – overview on the group an how they are to form a financial inclusion working group.

Papers and minutes available on WP website



	Issues arising for WPEG


	CAA

It was encouraging to see that one of the key emerging areas for the CAA was environment. In particular the key areas highlighted were;

· Climate change and CO2

· Flooding – preventable measures and hot spots

· Transport and traffic

Warmer Worcester Project

I gave a very quick overview of the project to the board and hope that we can have a longer slot and the next meeting to show findings of the thermal imaging survey to the board.

Reward Funding

Project bids are being put together at district level to address areas of high risk. Funding per district approximately 400/500k over LAA period



	Forthcoming key dates


	Next meeting 10am July 17th

	Contact
	Rachel Jones

rachel@actonenergy.org.uk



	Topic Area


	Malvern Hills Partnership May 2009

	Update


	Last meeting focussed on areas of deprivation within Malvern Hills District with presentations and discussions on the Family Intervention Project and Pickersleigh Project.

Pickersleigh will be taken forward as MHP’s submission for LAA reward grant funding.

Flooding at Tenbury was discussed and agreed to be an urgent priority for Partnership focus. It was agreed to add it to the three existing priority areas.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	Tenbury may become a case study of the need for multi agency action on addressing flooding issues. Under current rules it will be difficult to fund a flood defence scheme for the town. This is having a significant impact on its future economic and social viability. WPEG is the county group with the overview for flood work.

Climate change activity was also discussed. It was agreed that much good work was going on but it wasn’t necessarily well joined up. Can the WPEG climate change group help with direction and support?



	Next steps


	

	Forthcoming key dates


	

	Contact
	Dave Throup 0787 943 4670




	Topic Area


	Worcester Alliance

	Update


	The Alliance continues to support the One Planet Worcester initiative, which recently celebrated its first birthday. Following its recent AGM One Planet Worcester has agreed to focus on awareness-raising of climate and other green issues as its primary role. It is also moving to adopt a transition approach, along the lines of Transition Malvern, in order to improve the resilience of local people and communities to future resource shortages.

An unpaid summer work experience placement for an environmental science graduate has been arranged. Based at Worcester City Council, she will help deliver One Planet Worcester’s objectives, with particular focus on developing a resource pack for volunteers and teachers to use in schools to help raise awareness of sustainability with children and young people.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	None



	Next steps


	See www.oneplanetworcester.org.uk for the latest information on environmental sustainability in Worcester

See www.worcesteralliance.org.uk for all other papers, dates, etc



	Forthcoming key dates


	

	Contact


	Robert Wilkins (One Planet Worcester), greengecko@phonecoop.coop, 01905 352 065

James Sommerville (Worcester Alliance) jsommerville@worcester.gov.uk, 01905 722 057


	Topic Area


	Wyre Forest Matters

	Update


	The Wyre Forest Matters Board met on 9th March.  

Reward Grant from the 2006-9 LAA is to be used to deliver current LAA outcomes in the County’s areas of greatest need. Wyre Forest Matters has selected the Walshes area of Stourport and the Broadwaters/Greenhill area of Kidderminster, focussing on sustaining and growing partnership work in these areas. 

The Board also decided to look into setting up a Wyre Forest Community Trust, which would be a new charitable body that would combine the reward money with other funding to deliver priority outcomes in the district.
A ‘Surviving the Recession’ event was held on 3rd March for district partners. Tackling fuel poverty was one of the 4 key themes addressed. 

Warmer Worcestershire project- plans are being developed to promote the results, when available, within the district. This will include promotion of grants etc, including the newly launched Wyre 60 scheme, providing free insulation for Wyre Forest residents aged 60+. 

The Wyre Forest Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan for 2009/10 have been completed and endorsed by WFDC’s Cabinet/Committee. They outline the district’s approach to tackling climate change and link closely to the Worcestershire strategy.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	The Wyre Forest Matters website includes further info on local projects, meeting papers etc;  see www.wyreforestmatters.co.uk  



	Next steps


	Submission of LAA Reward Grant project proposal. 

Gathering information for the Comprehensive Area Assessment. 

Delivery of Warmer Worcestershire promotion and implementation of the 2009/10 Climate Change Action Plan. 



	Forthcoming key dates


	8th June- Wyre Forest Matters Board meeting



	Contact
	Jenny Moreton

Principal Health & Sustainability Officer

Wyre Forest District Council

01562 732569




	Topic Area


	Redditch Partnership



	Update


	Redditch Partnership is currently completing a project proposal for the Areas of Highest Need grant available from the Worcestershire Partnership. The  draft project has a number of elements as below:

· Environmental enhancements / designing out of features that exacerbate crime and fear of crime – The improvement work will include re-designing and corrective works that will address issues identified by the community safety audit of the area that cannot be addressed by the landscaping investment alone.

· Winyates Centre Security enhancements - The improvement work will include installing new door entry systems and CCTV, and improving the internal fabric of the communal areas

· Capital investment to improve energy efficiency - 40-50% of private dwellings in the target area suffers with inadequate thermal comfort and fuel poverty. We will provide subsidies to residents requiring energy efficiency improvements to their properties.  These will be linked with existing grants schemes to provide assistance to those experiencing fuel poverty, and to target the least energy-efficient properties

· Neighbourhood Development Manager, including operating budget - A Neighbourhood Development Manager post will be created to co-ordinate existing multi-agency work within the area, ensure community engagement with the capital investment phase of the project, and develop a local delivery network of agencies and community groups

· Community based projects to complement the installation of Urban Tracks routes through the target area - Urban Tracks aims to install way-marked trails around the good quality footpath network of Redditch New Town, linking urban areas with local wildlife corridors and areas of local interest.  The aim is not only to increase physical activity by encouraging residents to explore their local area, but also to create a resource by which to promote and develop local community projects and develop pride on the local area.



	Issues arising for WPEG
	A number of the project elements will contribute to the ‘A better environment for today and tomorrow’ theme of the SCS and WPEG support for the project will be required.


	Next steps


	Complete project proposal and submit for evaluation.



	Forthcoming key dates
	18th June 2009 – Redditch Partnership Management Board meeting

	Contact
	Matthew Bough, Housing Policy Manager, Redditch BC 

(or Ceridwen John, Acting Climate Change Manager BDC and Redditch Borough Council)




	Topic Area


	Bromsgrove LSP

	Update


	· Joint Climate Change Manager has been recruited for Bromsgrove and Redditch on a secondment basis, this should become permanent as of June 09

· BDC is running an insulation scheme for the over 60’s offering free loft and cavity wall insulation– will help with delivery of 186 and 187.

· BDC have also launched a renewable scheme for residents in the district.

· Travel plan being developed with assistance from county

· Kevin Dicks from BDC is ‘Championing’ the Warmer Worcestershire Project within the management board.

· Review of Sustainable Community strategy is due be undertaken over the next few months. LSP board area meeting to discuss and review current strategy and action plan.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	· Area of concern is still the biodiversity section of the Action Plan. The key contact at BDC for this has now left and we need to ensure that work still continues to deliver the objectives within the action plan. Alex Kinnersley has being working with BDC Planning department to ensure the inclusion of key biodiversity priorities within the action plan. Hopefully once the new climate change post commences this will be resolved.


	Next steps


	· BDC is looking at workshops sessions for councillors and key staff on climate change and to promote an understanding of the environmental National Indicators and their delivery

· Theme group chairs meeting with leader of council to discuss the works of the group and any issues arising.

· Action plan for 2009/10 to be developed and signed off.

· Away day planned 

	Forthcoming key dates


	Environment theme group meeting June 16th.

Sustainable Community Strategy Away Day – June 26th

	Contact
	Rachel Jones- Act on Energy 

rachel@actonenergy.org.uk




	Topic Area


	Wychavon LSPs

	Update


	Pershore LSP

· Energy efficiency project reducing crabon footprint in town is progressing

· The heavy machine work on the Avon Meadows community wetland has been completed and a ‘Friends of Avon Meadows’ group has been set up.  The project attracted an additional £40K match funding.  Pershore Vale Walkers have 12 trained walk leaders, which take groups on walks every Friday.

Evesham LSP

· Linking environment and farming workshop due in June 09

Droitwich LSP

· Energy Outreachers project progressing well.

· Green Necklace project – this project to link up the green space in the town and combine with circular walks is still ongoing.

· Wildlife pond to be developed at Hadley Heath

· Gateways to droitwich Spa projects ongoing.

Wychavon is also applying for a proportion of the LAA Reward grant and, whilst details are still being finalised at the time of writing the project is likely to include some innovative work around rural fuel poverty and energy efficiency.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	None

	Next steps


	Continue to deliver environment theme projects in line with the LSP action plans that have been adopted



	Forthcoming key dates


	NA

	Contact


	David Manning


