LSP Briefing Notes for Worcestershire Partnership Environment Group December 2011
	Topic Area


	Bromsgrove LSP

	Update


	

	Issues arising for WPEG / Next Steps
	

	Forthcoming key dates


	

	Contact
	Rachel Jones- Act on Energy 

rachel@actonenergy.org.uk



	Topic Area


	Malvern Hills Partnership

	Update


	Tenbury Flood Protection programme

80 property owners have registered their interest in participating in the grant scheme which provides 85% of protection costs.  A number of installations are already complete and the balance will be completed by the end of March 2012.  £50k (out of a total of £280k) of funding has been held over in order to provide cellar protection in concert with public realm works expected in the summer of 2012.

Rural Access pilot programme

Community development work is underway in two pilot wards (Martley and Longdon) to identify practical schemes of support for improvement of rural access to services, focussing on transport, internet/online services, and signposting via “village agents”.

Transition Malvern Hills

Very active grass roots programme of work (see website for details). Electric bicycle fleet in operation plus electric car scheme; gas lamp improvement plan slightly behind target.  Recent emphasis on community leadership (e.g. Malvern Youth Centre and Pickersleigh).

AOHN – Big Pickersleigh Project

Significant progress now being made since appointment of Ruth Heywood.  Resident-led community newsletter produced.  Enhanced Viewpoint Survey in November will provide evidence of the impact of the project on liveability in Pickersleigh.

Fuel Poverty

Recent review of fuel poverty and emerging plans to tackle the gaps left by existing government initiatives.  These will focus on areas where home energy efficiency is known to be worst and fuel poverty highest and be specifically targeted at older people – in line with Council priorities.



	Issues arising for WPEG / Next Steps


	None

	Forthcoming key dates


	Interim report from Rural Access project due by end of November for consideration at Partnership meeting on 18th January.

30th March 2012 – final date for completion of all flood protection works in Tenbury Wells.



	Contact


	David Rolls, Performance & Policy Manager at Malvern Hills District Council.

Tel: 01684 862131

E-mail: david.rolls@malvernhills.gov.uk



	Topic Area


	Redditch Partnership

	Update


	The priorities of Redditch Partnership are education, health, the economy and areas of highest need.  This doesn’t necessarily preclude any projects with an environmental / sustainability theme but at the moment there aren’t any written into the action plans.

	Issues arising for WPEG / Next Steps


	N/A

	Forthcoming key dates


	N/A

	Contact
	Ceridwen John, 01527 881477 / 01527 64252 x3700
Helen Broughton, 01527 64252 x3237



	Topic Area


	Worcester Alliance/Transition Worcester

	Update


	Transition Worcester continues to go from strength to strength, with more events being organised and good attendance seen. Recently, the group has held a series of apple pressing days, together with the Worcester Orchard Workers. These have been tremendously successful, with tens of people turning up with sacks of apples for juicing. 

Our Food Group is also extending its work to cover cookery events, with the help of Anita Sharma-Jones, a chef from Bromsgrove. 

Although there will be fewer events over the winter, planning will be going on behind the scenes to plan an exciting year for 2012! 

The Worcester Alliance has finalised the priorities for Worcester City for inclusion within the new Sustainable Community Strategy.  Environment is included as a priority, with the aim of improving resilience to ‘flooding, climate change and extreme weather events’. 

The wider Alliance group has not met in a significant time, however a meeting is planned for January 2012. 



	Issues arising for WPEG / Next Steps


	No issues arising

	Forthcoming key dates


	Seed Swaps and Plant Swaps will be held in the Spring. These were very popular last year and we look forward to promoting them further in 2012. 

	Contact
	Worcester Alliance: 

Ruth Johnson 

Sustainability Officer , Worcester City Council

ruth.johnson@worcester.gov.uk , 01905 722056
Transition Worcester: 

Tony Kennell 

kennelljazz@hotmail.com,  01905 424326




	Topic Area


	Wychavon LSPs

	Update


	Free loft insulation scheme for homes within the area of highest need has started.  This scheme is being delivered by the snug network and will also give residents the opportunity to have cavity wall insulation carried out.  This will continue for the duration of the project

The GP referral scheme has now been started where patients with COPD will be referred to home energy improvement measures.  This is a joint scheme between WDC, Opportunity vale of Evesham and Public Health.

New project for Opportunity Vale of Evesham is the potential development of a new project focusing on upgrading heating controls and boilers this scheme will be supported by Public Health.

New projects also being looked at are the development of a new open space in the Coronation Street area of Evesham  and a forest school project in Evesham.



	Issues arising for WPEG / Next Steps


	Continue to monitor the uptake of the loft insulation scheme. This has been extended over the course of the project. Carry on with the energy audits.

Monitor uptake in the GP referral project

Develop the Boiler and Heating Controls project.



	Forthcoming key dates


	None



	Contact


	David Manning, David.Manning@wychavon.gov.uk, 01386 565478


	Topic Area


	Wyre Forest Matters

	Update


	The new Local Environment Priority was approved by the Board on October 17th as was the associated action plan. The Local Environment Priority includes sustainability including a focus on a local project restoring heathlands as well as elements of tourism and community safety. WFM also approved the proposed restructure of the Board and the change of overall structure from theme groups which report to the board, to task and finish groups primarily linked to each priority (there will be four in total) which will contain one board member.



	Issues arising for WPEG/ Next steps


	None at present.

	Forthcoming key dates


	WFM Board – January 30th 2012.

	Contact
	Paul Di Mambro,  Principal Health & Sustainability Officer

(on behalf of Jenny Moreton, Principal Health & Sustainability Officer)

Wyre Forest District Council, 01562 732569

Paul.DiMambro@wyreforestdc.gov.uk
Kate Bailey, Housing Services Manager, Wyre Forest District Council

01562 732560 kate.bailey@wyreforestdc.gov.uk 



