Briefing note

	Topic Area


	Libraries, Economy and Learning

	Update


	· POW in Woodrow Library has been launched.  23 completed forms have been received from young people who want to and /or already take part in activities within the Library
· Woodrow Library have also been awarded £10,000 family learning funding which will be spent on a local history project – researching the area and how it has changed over the past 40 years.  These changes will be documented through a photography project within the community which will in turn lead onto sessions researching ancestry and family history which will be followed by an environmental project- building large planters for outside the Library and within the Woodrow Centre.

· £1.2 million Redditch Library refurbishment completed.  A family fun day will take place at Redditch Library on 24th July to launch the new Library.
· £1.49 million Lottery funded St. John's Library refurbishment completed.  Library opened on 11th May and officially on 25th June, followed by a week long festival of events.  

· Successful Adult Learners week took place w/c 17th May with events at Fairfield neighbourhood Centre, Kingfisher Centre in Redditch and West Midlands Safari Park

· Dads and Lads, a joint initiative with Libraries and Learning and Early Years is now in its 2nd year.  The aim of this project is to enable Dads to take an active role in their child's learning.
Worcester Library History Centre – 
· First edition of staff update newsletter available.  A construction page has been developed for the website so people can see building work progressing with live webcams (www.wlhc.org.uk).  

· WLHC has already been shortlisted for two categories in the Public Private Finance (PPF)  awards – Best Designed Project and Best Local Government Team.  

· The Record Office, working together with Worcestershire Historic Environment and Archaeology Service (WHEAS) has been awarded a £3,000 "Science in Your World" grant from the Museum, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA).  This grant will be used to fund activities within WLHC which have been designed to draw a range of school children into the centre.  

 

	Issues arising for CTG
	

	Next steps


	

	Forthcoming key dates


	Family fun day at Redditch Library on Saturday 24th July.
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