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Migration and Integration in Rural Areas, or MIRA, is a project funded from the Migration Impacts Fund across Herefordshire and Worcestershire. The purpose of the Fund, which is not money from UK taxation, but is sourced from fees paid by people coming to the United Kingdom, is to alleviate pressure on public services. 
Among the expected outcomes of MIRA is contribution to the LAA targets in both counties. Herefordshire includes National Indicator 1- the percentage of people who believe people from backgrounds get on well together in their local area. Worcestershire includes NI 2 in its LAA, which is the percentage of people who feel they belong to their neighborhood. 
Part of the grant across the two counties has been allocated to support small, local initiatives which are designed to help community cohesion and integration. Increased understanding and dialogue between established and emerging communities is likely to result from such initiatives. This in turn will contribute to better cohesion and integration at the local level. Both private and voluntary sectors play a crucial role in challenging misconceptions about migrant workers. It is therefore hoped that they will use the “small grants scheme” as an opportunity to make a difference within their communities. 
 Local initiatives which are designed to support community cohesion and integration might include welcome events, organising a football match, social gatherings whereby presentations of different ethnic backgrounds take place. The list is clearly not exhaustive and as long as the main focus remains on improving community cohesion, welcoming migrant workers into particular localities and introducing them to various aspects of life in the UK, they will be taken into consideration. 
At the moment there are grants available of up to £500 for each application.
Applicants may include volunteer and charity organisations, schools, church communities and parish or town councils but other groups will be considered as well. Grants will not be given to individuals. They will not be awarded to organisations that have a clear ability to fund the above mentioned projects themselves. Applications from religious organisations must be for non- religious and community- focused purposes only. 
Applications ought to be well planned and sufficiently documented. They should be clear in terms of their aims and expected outcomes with the main focus on the development of community cohesion and integration. They should not discriminate against any ethnic background and gender, and be inclusive of all migrant workers who live and work legally in our communities.
We would particularly like to fund those projects that will make a lasting difference to local communities and the mutual understanding between migrant workers and other local residents.  
All prices given in the grant application must be the expected level of costs. No allowance for inflation will be made once the grant has been awarded. Applicants must also demonstrate that necessary consents can be obtained in order for their project to proceed (e.g. highway, planning, landlord, health and safety requirements). Applicants will be expected to present other sources of funding towards the total cost of the project if applicable. Payments of grants will be made directly only to the organisation undertaking the project. VAT will not be paid to any organisations that are VAT registered. The offer of a grant from the Council does not convey approval of technical, legal, financial or other matters relating to the project, which will remain the responsibility of the applicant. The Council cannot accept liability for any misjudgments by applicants regarding the budgeting, design, technical or health and safety standards. 
The Council reserves the right to inspect the property or organisation under consideration before, during and after the project takes place to ensure that the required standards are met. 
It is important to provide a copy of the organisation’s Rules and Regulations and/or Constitution. Among other documentation supporting your application any evidence of local support for the initiative, diagrams and photographs are also welcomed to be included.
 The MIRA project is funded until February 2012 but a portion of the fund designated for the small community grants is limited. Therefore it is important to use this opportunity sooner rather than later. All applications, as long as they are completed to a good standard and are supported with required additional information, will be considered. 
Please return all completed Application Forms to:
Tomasz Piotrowski, The MIRA Project Coordinator, 
Wychavon District Council, Civic Centre, Queen Elizabeth Drive, Pershore, Worcestershire, WR10 1PT
For further guidance and information please contact Tom Piotrowski on 01386 565282 or 07770 867910. You can also e-mail Tom at tomasz.piotrowski@wychavon.gov.uk
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