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WORCESTERSHIRE PARTNERSHIP ENVIRONMENT GROUP
HELD AT DUKE HOUSE, KIDDERMINSTER

WEDNESDAY 3 JUNE 10:00AM-12:00PM

MINUTES
Present:
Adam Harvey, Bromsgrove District Council
Andy Maginnis, Worcestershire County Council

Ben Horovitz, Worcestershire County Council

Ceridwen John, Redditch Borough Council

Chris Dobbs, Worcester City Council
Dave Throup, Environment Agency (Chair)

Elaine Halford-Bishop, Wyre Forest District Council
Felicity Copp, H&W Chamber of Commerce
Gill Denton, Worcestershire County Council

Glyn West, Worcestershire County Council

Heather Lammas, Worcestershire County Council

Jane Ridgley, Worcestershire Partnership

Jeff Edwards, West Midlands Biodiversity Partnership
Jenny Moreton, Wyre Forest District Council

Phil Vincent, Worcestershire County Council

Rachel Jones, Act on Energy
Steve Jorden, Wychavon District Council

Vaughan Grantham, Worcestershire County Council

Wayne Barnes, Forestry Commission

Apologies:
Alex Kinnersley, Worcestershire County Council

Alexander Gwinn, Worcester College of Technology

Amanda Smith, Worcestershire County Council
Cllr Anne Hingley, Wyre Forest District Council

Cllr Liz Tucker, Worcestershire County Council

Dale Bristow, Worcestershire County Council

David Howatson, GOWM

Francis Howie, PCT

John Kirwan, Worcester City Council

Nick Dean, Worcestershire County Council

Paul Beard, Worcestershire County Council

Peter Hughes, CLA

Rupert Brakspear, Worcestershire County Council

Tom Richards, Earth Heritage Trust

Tony Beysens, FWAG

i)
Dave Throup welcomed attendees and introductions were made.

ii)
Minutes of the last meeting were agreed.  The main action was to arrange the meeting re: the River Basin Management Plans.  The consultation on the Climate Change Strategy was now finished.  The Protocol had been circulated.

1) Information Items
(a) Introduction to the Environment in Wyre Forest: Jenny Moreton, Principal Health and Sustainability Officer at Wyre Forest District Council, presented a short introduction to Wyre Forest District, outlining the make-up of the district and issues affecting it:

· Main towns Kidderminster, Stourport, Bewdley
· Covers 75 square miles; population 98,600; two rivers – Stour and Severn.

· 6500 acres woodland; National Nature Reserve; Air Quality Management Areas.

· Part of district fall within top 10% of deprived areas in country; fuel poverty an issue for up to 27% of residents.

· Has own Climate Change Strategy, mirroring that of the Worcestershire Partnership, to raise awareness, reduce emissions, and adapt to climate change impacts.
· Projects on sustainable energy include the Renewable Energy Grant Scheme, and 'Wyre 60' Insulation Scheme.

· Also Wyre Forest Wood Fuel Pathfinder to develop wood fuel supply.

· Under reduce, reuse, recycle – has 28% recycling; also 'Spokes', a bicycle reuse organisation; The Network for furniture reuse and Wyre Forest Freecycle with 5000 membership.

· Transport – Route 45 is part of the National Cycle Network.  Transport features strongly in the draft Core Strategy.

· Flooding – significantly affected by floods of 2007, in particular the Severn Valley Railway, but also at Bewdley.  Puxton Marsh flood alleviation scheme will divert 700,000m3 water onto marsh to alleviate flooding in future.

For further information, Jenny can be contacted on 01563 732569 or Jennifer.Moreton@wyreforestdc.gov.uk.

Jenny's presentation is available on the WPEG webpages, at:

http://www.worcestershirepartnership.org.uk/home/index/wp-structure/wp-structure-theme-group/wp-structure-theme-group-env/wp-structure-theme-group-env-minutes-minutes.htm
(b)
Habitats Opportunity Mapping: Jeff Edwards of the Regional Biodiversity Partnership gave a presentation on Habitats Opportunity Mapping. The Partnership consists of 20+ different organisations with full meetings twice a year, quarterly steering groups, and sub-groups providing close links between regional and local activity.
The Regional Biodiversity Strategy launched in 2005 is now due for review, facing several key challenges to cope with impacts of climate change.  JE outlined main drivers for climate change adaptation:
· Develop ecologically resilient landscapes.  Landscapes for Living – to develop vision for regional opportunity mapping.  The prospectus is available on the RBP website: http://www.wmbp.org/landscapes_for_living/
· Regional biodiversity map created to assimilate all biodiversity data across the region.

· Principles for delivery set out to prioritise action points plus cross-regional activity.

· Landscape-scale working covered by West Midlands 50-year Biodiversity Vision and Opportunities, which sets out the best opportunities to enhance/restore landscapes. JE suggested WPEG could propose for the revision of the RSS as a prime mover for adaptation measures to cope with climate change.

· Habitat networks – this is the best available data to create a network approach, including the most important habitats, but with some issues still to cover.  Future development would identify locations where more habitat can be created or links created between existing habitats.  JE said that the RSS Phase 3 Review, Annex B Targets needed modification to determine what was required in terms of habitat and linking habitats.  From initial informal consultation, the current RSS targets, based on figures from the 1990s, were insufficient.
DT queried if main delivery agents were involved.  JE confirmed Natural England had been involved in production of the map and other agencies would be brought in as part of the consultation process.
Glyn West asked about funding to deliver actions and JE confirmed there was funding for the next 10 years. Other funding included the Life+ Bid, tapping into European funding over five years, Charitable Trusts, the Aggregates Levy and the Waste Levy.  There was a need to ensure all habitats were protected, enhanced and expanded.
(c)
State of the Environment Report: Ben Horovitz gave a summary of results from the 2009 update of the state of the Environment report.  The new version of the report would shortly be available on the WPEG website. It was an evolving process, with 25 indicators across 8 themes, but with some gaps still.  BH outlined the 2009 performance:

· Biodiversity – good data monitoring

· Cleaner and Greener – two unknowns

· Ease of access – no longer a measure; Andy Maginnis confirmed that Countryside would be doing more work on this, but will take a year off for data collection

· Climate change – CO2 worse

· Extreme weather – data available from Wychavon District Council

· Historic environment – stable, slight improvement, but only a small percentage of sites covered

· Landscape – a lot of work was being done.

· One new indicator – Contaminated land, which was improving

· Waste – doing well, all targets achieved

· Water – as new methods had been introduced, it was not possible to compare this to last year, but actions were in place for improvement

· Public behaviour – Eco Schools good example of improvement. Citizens' Panel responses to inform second indicator would be available in August.

Overall, there was a slight improvement.

DT commented that waste would deliver and flagged up climate change, water and biodiversity as areas for prioritisation. He thanked all involved in the process.

The State of the Environment presentation is available on the WPEG webpages, at: http://www.worcestershirepartnership.org.uk/home/index/wp-structure/wp-structure-theme-group/wp-structure-theme-group-env/wp-structure-theme-group-env-minutes-minutes.htm
Vaughan Grantham followed with a presentation on the specific biodiversity indicators within the state of the environment report:

· SSSIs – red but improving

· Managements status local sites – red

· Lowland measures and pastures – now known, but some were still being lost

· Bird populations – amber

· Partnership had agreed Special Wildlife Sites NI197 for reporting at April as a proxy measure.
· Data collection for local sites was a complex issue with data from different sources, but also a lack of information from private sources. The Wildlife Trust did not have resources to continue and the Partnership was looking for more resourcing.  

JE commented that under NI197 Natural England would be keen to participate as part of the NERC Act.  Under the Biodiversity Pledge signed by the local authorities, they should contribute to biodiversity partnerships. The Districts had expressed concern about budgets at the meeting in April but there was a need for them to become more actively involved.

The Biodiversity Indicators presentation is available on the WPEG webpages, at:


http://www.worcestershirepartnership.org.uk/home/index/wp-structure/wp-structure-theme-group/wp-structure-theme-group-env/wp-structure-theme-group-env-minutes-minutes.htm
(d)
Progress report on WPEG’s LAA Indicators



The Performance Management Group under the Partnership would produce quarterly reports on progress and Steve Jorden and Rachel Jones would feed into this.  There was a need to concentrate on areas where a gap existed.

· SJ reported on NI189 – Flooding.  This needed reporting and could be captured via the Group as it was closely linked to local indicators.  It was not one of the core 35 but of direct relevance. Jane Ridgley would ask Philippa to include it in the report.

· NI187 – RJ – Nothing to report.

· SJ advised that the delivery plan had been updated.  The draft Floods and Water Bill was out and a coordinating group to pull it all together had been proposed, with member representation, reporting through WPEG.

· NI186 & NI188 - Heather Lammas had nothing new to report.  DT advised that good reporting of the Action Plan for Climate Change and CO2 was coming through.

The Partnership's performance update is available on the WPEG webpages, at:

http://www.worcestershirepartnership.org.uk/home/index/wp-structure/wp-structure-theme-group/wp-structure-theme-group-env/wp-structure-theme-group-env-minutes-minutes.htm
2)
Item with recommendations/seeking views of WPEG
(a) Worcestershire Habitat Inventory: Phil Vincent, Ecologist at Worcestershire County Council, gave a presentation on the Worcestershire Habitat Inventory, which had been in production since 2005, acknowledging Rose Parker's involvement.  It was a GIS and land-use database with the objective of maintaining a full county survey on one system, kept as up-to-date as possible. It comprised a source of habitat and land-use data and could be used for analysis. It was hoped to integrate with broader environmental data and data from other sectors. PV gave a demonstration using Rock as an example. The inventory would go on Worcestershire County Council's new GIS system and it would be possible to add extra information/data. If users did not have ArcView, the data appeared in Excel form. Various uses were outlined, including:
· Development Control decision-making;
· BAP targeting/opportunity mapping/prioritisation;
· Targeting of survey effort – potentially large future usage for detection of previously unknown sites;
· WBP Vision Mapping Project;
· Malvern Hills AONB BAP;
It is a useful tool to identify habitats at county/local scale and the permeability of the countryside for restoration/creation activities to effectively target areas where connectivity was less adequate for species. It can also help to identify correlations between different landscape character data, for example between woodland and grassland. It was envisaged that the data will be used by partners, with the full version available to the biodiversity sector and simpler versions for other users. This could involve a two-way process whereby potential users might return additional data. Ongoing data-capture and management development would be an issue.
The question of a launch was discussed and PV would draft a letter for DT to circulate from WPEG.
Felicity Copp asked about schools usage and PV confirmed it would be important to get this into schools. It was felt that different user-related versions would be the way forward, rather than training for different user groups.
JE asked if they had considered linking up to the Google map and PV said they had not but any information would be welcome.
Phil's presentation Jenny's presentation is available on the WPEG webpages, at:

http://www.worcestershirepartnership.org.uk/home/index/wp-structure/wp-structure-theme-group/wp-structure-theme-group-env/wp-structure-theme-group-env-minutes-minutes.htm

ACTION:
PV to provide letter for DT to circulate.

(b) LAA Reward Grant: District Proposals for Areas of Highest Need: No information had been received from the Districts so this was deferred. Discussion of funding followed:

· £7.5-8 million reward money on delivery of previous LAA;
· £3 million for 'Areas of Highest Need' to tackle LAAs – would be divided to approximately £500,000 per District. JR confirmed that all six districts had submitted bids. Each District project for using the money is subject to scrutiny by Theme Groups (by 17th July deadline), the Management Group, and the Partnership Board. WPEG would schedule a meeting of the Chair, Vice-Chair and Board Member under the recently-adopted decision-making protocol, to discuss proposals. WPEG members would all get the chance to comment.

· An additional £2.7-3 million of unallocated reward grant is open for bidding to theme groups. The money will be available in November. Proposals would need to support LAA delivery and would be assessed against the proscribed criteria. There was a need to develop WPEG bids.

· SJ suggested a Health and Wellbeing Group bid, focusing on three thematic priorities of WPEG.

ACTION: BH to arrange meeting for Chair, vice Chair and Board Members to discuss WPEG response to District Areas of Highest Need proposals.

(c) WPEG Priorities Document Sign-off: DT proposed adoption of the Priorities Document, with a revision annually or possibly six-monthly to add up-to-date information.  This was agreed.

DT then recommended the Pollution Group proposal, dealing with air quality issues in a joined-up way. This was agreed.

3)
Task Group Briefing Notes
(a-g)
Nothing to add
(h)
The joint Climate Change Manager position, working across Bromsgrove and Redditch, had been filled by Ceridwen John. Ceridwen was congratulated.
(i)
DT advised that the Members' Briefing Event on 19th March was well-attended by around 15-20 Members. The event provided an overview of WPEG, and waste, climate change and flooding were discussed. It was well received and could possibly be followed up by occasional themed events. GW asked how to engage with any possible new Members after the local elections. It was suggested that WPEG joined in with the 'market place for new members' being run by Worcestershire County Council in July. Kevin Stilgoe was suggested as a contact. GW commented that Portfolio changes and possibly additional Members would be likely after the election and DT replied that it was important to maintain relationships with them.
BH to contact Kevin Stilgoe to investigate possibility of WPEG involvement in 'market place' event.
4)
Any Other Business
Nothing to report.

5)
Dates and Venues of Next Meetings
2 September 2009 (10:00-12:00), Worcestershire Wildlife Trust, Smite

2 December 2009 (10:00-12:00), Wychavon District Council, Pershore

3 March 2010 (10:00-12:00), venue offers – contact BH, 01905 766097, bhorovitz@worcestershire.gov.uk
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