WPEG CLIMATE CHANGE TASK GROUP
TUESDAY 15TH SEPTEMBER 2009, 10:00 – 12:00
GREAT MALVERN ROOM, COUNTY HALL

Attendees: - Elizabeth Alston (Worcestershire County Council), Rupert Brakspear (Worcestershire County Council), Amy Lunt (Worcestershire County Council), John Bryson (University of Birmingham) (Chair), Ceridwen John (Redditch Borough Council), 
Melody Stokes (Act on Energy), Ed Brown (Act on Energy), Rachel Jones (Act on Energy), Felicity Copp (H & W Chamber of Commerce), Cat Ainsworth (Worcestershire County Council), Ben Horovitz (Worcestershire County Council),  Jenny Moreton (Wyre Forest District Council), Hayley Bosworth (Worcestershire County Council – minute taker), Rowenna Williams (Worcestershire County Council), Matthew Stockford (Worcestershire County Council), Katy Boom (University of Worcester), Laura Chapman (The Duckworth Trust), Philippa Usher (Worcester Mental Health Partnership Trust),  Jane Ridgley (Worcestershire County Council), Hanna Ruohonen (Worcester City Council), Ruth Hunt, (H&W Fire & Rescue Service)
Apologies:  Heather Lammas (Worcestershire County Council), Peter Mackenzie-Shaw (Worcestershire County Council), Guy Revans (Redditch Borough Council), John Biggs (Worcestershire County Council), Frances Howie, (Worcestershire PCT) Martin Ashcroft (Bromsgrove District Council), James Somerville (Worcester City Council), Ian Forrester (Worcester City Council), Allan Warnock (Malvern Hills District Council), Mark July (Natural England), Colin Raven (Worcestershire Wildlife Trust), Philip Street (Bromsgrove District Council)
	AGENDA ITEM
	ACTION
	BY WHOM

	1. Introductions & Notes of Last Meeting
	Electricity monitors to be available for loan for the 6 major libraries in Kidderminster, Malvern, Evesham, Bromsgrove, Redditch and Worcester (as well as Stourport) from 26 October 2009.
Each district has held public launches and events to promote Warmer Worcestershire (WW) Projects. EST Energy Surveys are going out to all households in county.
Worcestershire Archaeological services will help with identifying older homes and can provide mapping of this.
Analysis of brown houses and red houses to be addressed by Warmer Worcestershire Group.

JB stressed that he wanted partners to return their climate change pledge reports ASAP.  It was important because providing evidence for CAA. 

Eco Communities Pilot for areas in Redditch and Bromsgrove due to start January.  It will expand Eco-Schools into the community and is funded by Tidy Britain and WCC.
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	2. National Indicators 186, 187 & 188
	a) Progress

Updated performance reports for delivery plans for this quarter need to be sent to JR by the end of September. 
NI 188 (climate change adaptation) is currently flagged red; some districts are finding difficulty resourcing this indicator although situation is improving.

At end of LAA all districts are meant to be at Level 2 and Worcestershire County Council at Level 3.

(National performance for NI 188.  The vast majority of councils are at 0 and 1; one council is at level three.)  

NI 187 (fuel poverty indicator)
Delivery plan based on 6 districts, large volumes of action plan.

No high risk area in non delivery plans.  
NI 186 (CO2 emissions for county) most areas progressing well. See item 4 for discussion on improving reduction levels.

b) CAA
Evidence had been put together for Audit Commission for climate change activity, weak at the moment for some partners. Anyore information from partners will be gratefully received; send to EA.

DVD learning tool for organisations

Looking for leaders from WP to be in this regional Climate change best practice DVD, contact EA if interested. 
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	3. Climate Change Communications Group
	Climate Change Communications Group has met, communications plan will be written up for their next meeting.  Main messages likely to be related to health and saving money messages. Let RW know of any relevant events, campaigns and communication strategies to include in plan.  
Research report in Friday's Independent; 15 – 20% of people don't see climate change as a problem.
June 2009 Worcestershire citizens' panel 81% of respondents concerned about climate change, 2% decline from June 2007. EA to send details of full citizens' panel analysis to group when available.
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	4. Reducing the County's CO2 emissions: Issues for Worcestershire
	There was a discussion about the challenges of reducing the county's CO2 emissions (see attached notes).

 
	

	5. Delivering National Indicator 186
	There was a presentation from the Energy Savings Trust on delivering NI 186 (see attached slides).
Highlighted need for active engagement with partner organisations and theme groups for energy efficiency and carbon reduction, developing advice, projects and neighbourhood based approaches and proactive identification of renewable opportunities. 
Outlined Services EST can offer;

EST website  - a lot of info on the website to help organisations  www.energysavingtrust.org.uk.
Green Fleet Reviews – free to all orgs with 20+ fleet vehicles

Employee Engagement – free EST energy efficiency staff awareness events for organisations

Practical Help  - available for Local Authorities etc. There is a lot info on the website to help Local Authorities to meet their targets, also a queries service.

TrACE – data recording tool to provide evidence base needed to back up NI186 data (shows what has been done in local area)   Extremely useful for CAA and sharing the overall picture. Allows for own declaration scheme.  Anything related to NI186 can be put into TrACE.  Tool is free and available on EST website.
Vantage Point – this software helps enable understanding of current situation and also shows future potential for CO2 reduction.  Costs £4k.
One to One Support Programme - aiming for a lasting impact; setting ambitious carbon reduction targets, involvement of all staff.  Wychavon have already run this.  Redditch currently running.  Worcs County Council about to start.  Potential to involve all district councils.   Benchmarking them and making recommendations.  Potential to spread out to all partners.
For more information contact Melody Stokes or Ed Brown: Melody.Stokes@est.org.uk; Edward.Brown@est.org.uk

	

	6. Achieving & Evidencing CO2 emissions reduction in Worcestershire

	Next steps were discussed; 
EST to run 'one to one' support programme with WCC, would like to involve districts as well.  Details to be discussed at districts' climate change meeting following this meeting including joint filling in of TrACE tool by County Council and all districts.
To consider use of Vantage Tool for planning future work.

Keep promoting Climate Change Pledge as a way to get senior level sign up to taking action – link to CRC etc.

Climate change pledges to be promoted to businesses through Chamber of Commerce. 

Chamber of Commerce to promote free EST green fleet reviews to businesses.  
Green fleet reviews to be included on Climate change pledge.
Partners encouraged to take green fleet reviews up as well.  www.energysavingtrust.org.uk.
Eco driving courses available through WCC, contact Jamie Robson for details JRobson@worcestershire.gov.uk
Individual Eco driving sessions also available from EST, contact Ed Brown for details Edward.Brown@est.org.uk
Climate Group to engage with the WP Economy & Transport Theme Group re reducing business CO2 emissions
All to consider running Meatless Mondays promotion at work
All to consider involving Finance staff in CO2 reduction programmes

Include myth dispelling in energy efficiency awareness campaigns

Look for opportunities to include education on use of heating and understanding energy bills in Schools Citizenship education

All to share experiences of monitoring and reducing CO2 emissions in own organisations – potential for joint workshop/ working.


	EST, WCC, and districts
JB & group
ALL

Chamber of Commerce

EA
ALL

ALL

ALL
JB/EA/CoC

ALL

ALL

CC Comms Group

ALL

	7. Renewable Energy Seminar - update
	Seminar held on 27 August 2009.
Covered economics of renewable energy and availability of large scale renewable resources in Worcestershire.  Worcestershire limited in large scale renewable resources. Potential for 3.5% of energy needs provided form Worcestershire generated renewables by 2026.   Barriers to up take of renewable energy include; adverse public opinion, planning process.  Need to increase public understanding.  Local Authority has got a role to play.  Community based schemes seem to be more popular with the public.  WCC discussing development of strategy to promote renewables.

For the final report please go to the following link:  http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/cms/pdf/Final%20Report%20PDF%20December.pdf

	WCC (DB)


	8. Switch it off campaign
	Switch it off Campaign due to run 9 November – 13 November big switch off 4:30 – 6:30pm 
13 November. Campaign includes the following;

 'Dine by candlelight' promotion encouraging local restaurants to save energy by switching off the lights and customers dining by candlelight one night during the week. For more information about 'Dine by candlight' please go to following link:

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/dinebycandlelight
Schools switch it off campaign

Family challenge

All partners encouraged to get involved. So far Fire and Rescue Authority, Worcester Rugby Club, Worcester Cathedral, Worcester University and District Councils involved.

WCC Energy Efficiency Competition between larger buildings, a token prize will be given.
For more information contact Heather Lammas – HLammas@worcestershire.gov.uk
For more information about the switch it off campaign please go to the following link:

http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/switchitoff
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	9. A.O.B.

	Duckworth Trust  Rubbish? Sort it! 2009 campaign due to start 30th Sept aimed at encouraging people to pick litter up and generally getting people involved. Schools who get involved could win £100, any individual person could win £30.  Also working with businesses to get them involved Worcestershire wide.  Campaign runs until the 30th October.

All welcome to get involved, information is available on website www.dwt.org.uk

	ALL

	10. Next Meeting
	The next meeting will be on 16th November 2009, Lakeview Room, County Hall.  NB this date was changed a while ago from 17th November.    The main focus of the meeting will be on Climate Change Adaptation and what partnership organisations are doing/ could be doing about it.  Chris Thomas from the UK Climate Impacts Programme (UKCIP) will attend.
	ALL
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