WPEG CLIMATE CHANGE TASK GROUP
MONDAY 17th JANUARY 2011, 10:00 – 12:00
REDDITCH ROOM, COUNTY HALL

Attendees: - Elizabeth Alston (Worcestershire County Council), John Bryson (University of Birmingham) (Chair), 
Hayley Bosworth (Worcestershire County Council – minute taker), Lucy Mayo (Worcestershire County Council – assisting Hayley Bosworth), Heather Lammas (Worcestershire County Council),  Katy Boom (University of Worcester), Katie Morrow (Worcestershire County Council), Rachel Jones (Act on Energy), David Dowson (Worcestershire NHS), Hayley Pankhurst (Natural England), Lyndon Essex (Environment Agency), Ruth Johnson (Worcester City Council),  Phillip Oliver (Friends of the Earth), Amy Lunt (Worcestershire County Council), Allan Warnock (Malvern Hills District Council), Jane Ridgley (Worcestershire County Council), Ceridwen John (Bromsgrove and Redditch Borough Councils), Ben Horovitz (Worcestershire County Council), Paul Sampson (Worcestershire County Council),
Apologies:  Cherrie Mansfield (Wychavon District Council), George Barr (West Mercia Police), Rupert Brakspear (Worcestershire County Council), John Biggs (Worcestershire County Council), Sharon Buckley (NHS Worcestershire HQ), Rosin Hanks (The Duckworth Trust), Kate Bailey (Wyre Forest District Council), Nick Hewitt (EST)
	AGENDA ITEM
	ACTION
	BY WHOM

	1. Introductions & Notes of Last Meeting
	JB opened the meeting and welcomed the group.

	

	2. Minutes and Actions
	Proforma for Climate Change Pledge Report – Proforma to be emailed to the group again.  ACTION: Please return completed proforma to EA by 1 February 2011   Letter from JB will be sent to senior contact in organisations that have not returned proforma.
Sustainable Procurement
Mental Health Partnership – making progress on Sustainable Procurement.

Worcestershire County Council – Launching 'Find it in Worcestershire' procurement portal for encouraging 

inter-trading for Worcestershire businesses.  PS will contact members of the climate change task group to encourage use of this service.

Act on Energy – Voluntary Sector unsure of procurement system for Local Authorities and would benefit from training.
University of Worcester – currently progressing their sustainable procurement.
JB suggested including sustainability in procurement policy had the biggest impact on procurement practices.
May Climate Group meeting to have procurement as its theme.
	HL/EA
 ALL
    ALL


	3. Progress update:

a) NI186 Per Capita CO2 emissions in LA areas.

b) NI188 Adapting to Climate Change


	EA – Organisations named in plan to return progress report for quarter 3 to EA by 21st January. 
HL – Organisations named in plan to return progress report for quarter 3 to HL by 21st January.
ACTION: All members named in plan to report on progress

	ALL named in plan
ALL named in plan



	4. Worcestershire Sustainable Community Strategy Consultation

&  LSP update - Jane Ridgley Worcestershire LSP

	There will be one Sustainable Community Strategy for Worcestershire which will include each district.  This will contain 8 - 10 priorities for the county.  The main consultation will start in February for 12 weeks.  There are some environmental priorities which were put forward in the initial consultation (eg biodiversity, flooding, green infrastructure and building resilience to Climate Change).  The group noted that CO2 emissions were not included as priority.

There will be two common priorities; the economy and inequalities (eg health). 

ACTION: EA to email Sustainable Community Strategy to the Climate Change Task Group for consideration.  Our response as a group to the document will be an agenda item at the 22 March meeting.

	EA

	5. EST One to One Programme – Nick Hewitt - EST

	NH could not make it to this meeting owing to illness.
EST one to one programme for County and District Councils.  The programme had a large break as a member of staff had left the organisation and now has been replaced with NH.  Regional funding for Climate Change Skills Fund is now providing one to one support for 20 councils in the West Midlands.  This would include a local area approach and access to Vantage Point software; it could also include other LSP partners. This programme needs to be completed by December 2011.
A new meeting will be arranged for all interested parties to meet with NH. 

RJ noted that capacity in District Councils could be an issue with completing this work as one of the main areas will be housing.

	

	6. Worcestershire LEP & Greening Business Bid – update (WCC Economic Development)
Paul Sampson
	Worcestershire LEP - Coalition Government has abolished regional development agency.  Transition from regional to the Worcestershire LEP has already begun.  Worcestershire LEP will have a board: 9 reps on the board, 6 private sector, 3 from Local Authority (1 county, 1 north and 1 South Worcestershire).
As this is a transition period the relationship between the LEP and LSPs will need to evolve.  It is important to avoid duplication in progress reporting.  
Important for group to link with LEP as low carbon economy will be very much part of LEP plans

Green Business Bid – 'Worcestershire Resources Efficiency Programme' – waiting for confirmation ERDF funding.  Providing energy efficiency advice and grant assistance to Worcestershire SME's.  Delivery through the Chamber of Commerce with support from County Council (1 officer and part time admin support).  This is a 3 year project aimed at 120 businesses.

	JB/EA &ALL



	7. Worcestershire Renewable Energy Strategy – Ben Horovitz - WCC

	The strategy relates to large scale renewable energy and not micro generation.
The uptake of renewable energy in Worcestershire is low with the majority coming from the burning of landfill gas.  By 2020 3.5% of energy demand could be provided by renewable sources in Worcestershire.  The strategy will include guidance on communication of renewable energy to inform the public on the benefits.  It was noted that working with Schools and University would be a useful route.
Worcestershire View Point survey included questions on renewable energy – respondents generally accepted the need for renewable energy.  The support reduced more at a local level.  

Draft Renewable Energy Strategy document to be completed by February for 6 – 8 week consultation period and is due to go to the cabinet in the summer. 
It is currently evidence base but could be used to formulate targets.
Will include guidance for planning applications for renewable energy.  The strategy will not include energy from waste.  
PO suggested that a high level pro renewable energy spokesperson would be beneficial for the media.  Perhaps utilising the LEP.
BH would look to group to feed into consultation and welcomes any thoughts on way forward.  The group will be notified when consultation process begins.  

	BH

	8. Climate Week

	On 21st – 27th March 2011 a national campaign called climate week will be held which gives people opportunities to highlight the action they are taking on climate change.  More information can be accessed at www.climateweek.com  Worcestershire County Council will have a climate week web page to highlight local activity and will arrange a series of press releases highlighting work on Climate change in the County.
This is the same week as Business Continuity week which will support the work of climate change adaptation.  Worcestershire County Council also plan to hold a Carbon Management best practice event with partners.
Climate Change Challenge starts 21 March 2011 for Schools and Colleges.  For the University of Worcester this will be a follow on from their Go Green week (7th – 14th February).  The Go Green week will include 'World Cafe' and visioning exercise to embed sustainability in the curriculum.
ACTION: Please let Heather Lammas know any activities you would like to flag up, you can email her on HLammas@worcestershire.gov.uk
ACTION: HL will email link to the county climate week web page around the group.

	ALL
HL


	9.  Any Other Business
	DECC have released business plan consulting on 4 climate change related indicators.
Total CO2 emissions for the UK
Energy Efficiency Installations in UK households

Number of households in fuel poverty

Percentage of energy consumed in UK from renewable resources

The deadline for response to DECC is week beginning 24th Jan.  

ACTION: EA to email consultation documents to the group for response by email.

EA – Plugged in places funding for 10 electric vehicle charging points has been obtained for Worcestershire, these will be linked to the Technology Corridor.  University is having charging point and is involved in the research and development.  Worcestershire County Council will also have charging points.

ACTION: EA/RJ - Micro generation strategy to be sent around the group for responses by email.


	EA

ALL
EA/KM
EA/RJ

ALL

	10. Items for next meeting      
	The next meeting will focus on climate change adaptation including green infrastructure and LSP adaptation.
Please send any items for the next meeting to Hayley Bosworth hbosowrth@worcestershire.gov.uk
	       ALL

	11. Date of next meeting, Tuesday 22nd March 2011
	Tuesday 22nd March 2011 at 10:00 – 12:00pm in the Kidderminster Room at County Hall.  The non council group and the District Climate Change Meeting will all be held in the same room.
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