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WORCESTERSHIRE PARTNERSHIP ENVIRONMENT GROUP HELD AT ENVIRONMENT AGENCY OFFICES, TEWKESBURY WEDNESDAY 1 DECEMBER 2010 10:00AM-12:00PM
MINUTES
Present:
Alex Kinnersley, Worcestershire County Council

Antony Muller, Natural England

Ben Horovitz, Worcestershire County Council

Chris Dobbs, Worcester City Council



Colin Raven, Worcestershire Wildlife Trust

Dale Bristow, Worcestershire County Council

David Dowson, Worcestershire NHS PCT & Mental Health Partnership

Elizabeth Alston, Worcestershire County Council

Emily Barker, Worcestershire County Council

Hayley Bosworth, Worcestershire County Council (Minute taker)

Jane Ridgley, Worcestershire Partnership

Jenny Moreton, Wyre Forest District Council

Katy Boom, University of Worcester

Matt Maginnis, Worcestershire County Council

Rachel Jones, Act on Energy

Ruth Johnson, Worcester City Council

Stuart Gamble, Environment Agency

Victoria Bryant, WHEAS

Apologies:
Adrian Darby, Worcestershire Bio Partnership



Alan Taylor, English Heritage

Andy Maginnis, Worcestershire County Council

Ceridwen John, Bromsgrove/Redditch Borough Council

Cllr Liz Tucker, Worcestershire County Council

Cllr Marcus Hart, Wyre Forest District Council

Dave Throup, Environment Agency (Chair)



David Howatson, Government Office West Midlands

Glyn West, Worcestershire County Council



Helen King, H&W Chamber of Commerce



Ivor Pumfrey, Malvern Hills District Council



Peter Hughes, CLA

Phillip Oliver, Friends of the Earth



Richard Woodward, Worcestershire County Council



Roisin Hanks, Duckworth Trust



Tom Richards, Earth Heritage Trust



Wayne Barnes, Forestry Commission

i)
Dale Bristow welcomed attendees and introductions were made.
ii)
Minutes of the last meeting were agreed.
1)
Presentations
a)
Water Framework Directive & Worcestershire Water Group (Stuart Gamble)
Stuart Gamble gave a presentation on Water Framework Directive & Worcestershire Water Group.
This included water pollution, chemical treatment work, water framework directive, water management and water courses for people to come and visit.

DB and SG thought that it was a good idea to get people involved in the group.  Also looking at water as a resource for the whole of the county and looking at issues across the spectrum.
Regulatory powers can be used on some residents or landowners, but this is the very last resort for this to happen.

Looking at ways to raise funds for water framework. Environment Agency has a good relationship with Severn Trent Water.

b)
Worcestershire's Strategic Floods Group (Matt Maginnis)
Matt Maginnis gave a presentation on Flood Risk Management in Worcestershire. The Flood and Risk Management Act (2010) established a 'Lead Local Flooding Authority' role for Worcestershire County Council. District Council responsible for local land drainage issues. There is now a greater emphasis on partnership working, data sharing and developing strategies.

Following the presentation, the following points were noted:


MM highlighted that surface water was problem and not the main rivers.
MM said that they are in the process of mapping drainage in Worcestershire, every gully and every direction of water.

Historic and predicted data is being used for Flood Risk Management in Worcestershire.
Kempsey Parish Council has been held up as a good example of flood work with communities.

2) Information Items
a)
Worcestershire Woodland Guidelines website (Alex Kinnersley)
Woodland guidelines website is now live and copies of guidance can be downloaded.  This is a very useful website and AK and DB would recommend it.
DB would also like feedback on the website, which is available at: http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/cms/environment-and-planning/biodiversity/woodland-guidelines.aspx
b)
The Decentralisation and Localism Bill (Ben Horovitz)
BH talked about the Decentralisation and Localism Bill.  It was expected that the Bill would have been published by the time of the meeting, but it had been delayed. Communities Secretary Eric Pickles said the bill will include planning, housing, localism and economic powers. It was hoped that Cllr Tucker would be able to provide more information on the Bill for the next WPEG meeting.
c)
Update on Environmental Total Place (Dale Bristow)
DB gave an update on Environmental Total Place. He explained that Mark Middleton had a meeting in October which put 8 pilots in place, including Worcestershire. He is keen to encourage our thinking about coming up with ideas, which so far are focussed on integrating flood risk management and environmental regulation.
d)
Restructure of the Worcestershire Partnership (Dale Bristow)
JR reported that the proposals for re-structuring the Partnership that were discussed at the last WPEG were approved at the last board meeting, with the first meeting of the 'new' Board taking place on 3rd December. Board membership comprises:

· Leaders of the seven local authorities

· Non-executive members (expected to be the Chair or Vice Chair) of other public sector bodies, to include as a minimum NHS Worcestershire, Police and Fire Authorities

· A senior voluntary sector representative

· A senior business representative

The board are currently exploring Voluntary and Business Sector engagement and representation.
DB queried how WPEG would operate in the future, as it is still unclear how theme groups will fit into the new Partnership structure and what influence they might have. The group felt that there is no longer meaningful engagement in, and representation on, environmental issues.
JR outlined the process of the SCS review. The board are looking to engage representatives from business and voluntary sectors. A single SCS is being prepared for the county. This will set out shared priorities for the county and provide a framework for the Partnership's joint working to deliver outcomes. 

David Onions (R& I) and Jennifer Taylor (WP) are gathering evidence to identify the priorities for a revised SCS from the Board members, residents and districts. To date the responses show the economy and health inequalities as top priorities.

During December a long list of priorities will be developed and theme groups will have an opportunity to shape and influence the prioritisation process, (further details will be communicated post-Board on Friday). 

From December to February an extensive prioritisation process will take place, these will be matched against district priorities and inform a final short list of priorities. A final set of priorities will be completed by the end of March 2011 and a draft strategy prepared for consultation after that. 

CR voiced concern that WPEG had not been given opportunity to influence priorities from the beginning.

JR said that the role of theme groups is being reviewed as part of Worcestershire Partnership structure.  DB will give DT feedback on this.

e)
Update on the Planning System (Dale Bristow)
DB reported on Eric Pickles' unlawful revoking of RSS and said Cala Holmes had successfully challenged the decision in the High Court, and also succeeded in having a temporary direction against Mr Pickles' letter to councils saying that the decision made little difference.

Nationally: Local Growth white paper. New Homes Bonus – localism agenda.

Locally, the Localism Bill will have a big impact on Local Planning Authorities' Core Strategies. Redditch and Bromsgrove will be engaged in discussions as there are significant issues of growth locations to resolve.
3)
Task Group Briefing Notes: No issues were raised.

4)   
A.O.B.
JR discussed the good progress made on LAA indicators:

NI188 - Performance is assessed as green for performance and activity at both county and districts levels. The county has achieved level 2 and is on target to achieve the final level 3 target. Malvern and Wyre Forest districts are have achieved level 2 and the remaining districts are on track to achieve level 2. Activity is progressing well to integrate climate change adaption into business planning across directorates at the county level. 

Districts have shared the work load for the risk assessments to meet Level 2 this year, with each district concentrating on one work area across all districts, e.g. housing or benefits. This initial phase has been completed on schedule, by 1st September 2010. Plans are now being implemented to disseminate these findings to senior managers.

NI193 - Performance is assessed a green for both performance and activity. The predicted outturn just meets the target therefore the tonnage of waste sent for diversion needs to be monitored as the level of performance will be lower than the previous year without intervention. The amount of waste recycled is increasing, however the closure of an Energy from Waste plant in Coventry has meant an increase in waste land filled. There is a need to send more waste to third party Energy from Waste plants to avoid further increases of waste land filled. Activity: use of third party Energy from Waste is continuing.

Environment White Paper


EB advised the group that the White Paper will be published in June 2011.

5)
Dates and Venues of Next Meetings


2nd March 2011 (10.00-12.00) (venue required)


1st June 2011 (10.00-12.00) (University of Worcester)

7th September 2011 (10.00-12.00) (venue required)
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