Task Group Briefing Notes for Worcestershire Partnership Environment Group December 2009
	Topic Area


	State of the Environment Group

	Update


	State of the Environment task group met on 18th November. 

An additional indicator for the Historic Environment theme is being developed, based on a condition survey of a sample of assets from the Historic Environment Record.

Results from the June 2009 Citizens' Panel survey have now been published, including responses to a set of specific SoE questions on the importance of different aspects of the environment and how far these aspects need improving. This has revealed a few anomalies to what might reasonably be expected, including the result that of all the aspects, CO2 emissions were considered the least important by Worcestershire residents. The results will feed into the 'Public Behaviour and Perceptions' theme for the 2010/11 Report.

The SoE (and wider WPEG) web pages and online resources are currently undergoing maintenance due to the new internet system being rolled out. The new pages will be clearer and it is anticipated they will be back online by the first week in December.

Terms of Reference have been drafted for the Group and are being endorsed by group members before being agreed by WPEG.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	WPEG members should continue to consider how they may be able to positively influence the indicators, either though their own actions, or through lobbying for resources.



	Next steps


	

	Forthcoming key dates


	Next SoE meeting 18th February 2010.

	Contact


	Ben Horovitz, bhorovitz@worcestershire.gov.uk or 01905 766097




	Topic Area
	Climate Change Task Group

	Update


	The owl electricity monitor loan scheme began 26th October at the following libraries; Worcester, Malvern, Kidderminster, Stourport, Bromsgrove, Evesham and Redditch.  Some sites have a waiting list for loans. Plans to extend to some smaller libraries as well.  County Hall loan scheme will continue with a monitor for each directorate for loan. Two further County Council sites are looking to start an internal loan scheme. 

The Switch it Off campaign ran from 9th-13th November with support from partners.  Worcestershire achieved a 2.8% reduction in electricity consumption during the two hour switch off saving 5692.2Kg CO2.  Last year during the switch off, Worcestershire achieved a reduction of 5.8MWh, this year the reduction in electricity consumption was 10.6MWh.  Across Worcestershire, Warwickshire and Coventry the total electricity consumption was reduced by 1.7%

Through CAA assessment the Audit Commission noted good performance on climate change.  Evidence from partners was provided. There is still potential for a green flag.

Warmer Worcestershire web site has been updated to include information on traditional properties and listed buildings.  Alternatives to overlaying benefits data onto the thermal map are being assessed due to difficulties with matching the data sets together. 

Climate Change task group meeting 16th November had the focus of climate change adaptation.  It was decided there was a need for a more detailed meeting to look at risk management and climate change.

NI186 data shows there was a reduction of 0.5% tonnes per capita in CO2 between 2005 and 2007 for Worcestershire. 

COIN Climate Change Condensed course for Worcestershire Partnership members held on the afternoon of  27th November at County Hall.

LAA reward grant bids for Green Loans and Loft Clearance schemes to be considered in January '10.

	Issues arising for WPEG
	Climate Change communication group may look to produce standardised messages to promote business continuity planning to local businesses.

Please return climate change pledges to sustainability@worcestershire.gov.uk if you have not already done so.

Any partners who are not yet signed up to the climate change pledge are encouraged to do so.  For further information visit the Worcestershire County Council web page http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/cms/community-and-living/sustainability/what-is-wcc-doing/tackling-climate-change/the-climate-change-pledge.aspx 

	Next steps
	The next meeting of the task group will focus in more detail on climate change adaptation from a risk management perspective.  This meeting will be open to risk managers from all partner organisations.

	Forthcoming key dates
	Next task group meeting 18th January 10am County Hall

Age of Stupid film showing at County Hall 4.30pm 15th December

	Contact
	For further information contact Liz Alston 

ealston@worcestershire.gov.uk 01905 766745


	Topic Area


	Pollution Group

	Update

	The group comprises professionals from Environmental Health departments at District Councils’ across Herefordshire and Worcestershire along with other partner agencies such as the County Council, Environment Agency & Highways Agency to consider the full range of pollution issues relevant to Environmental Health.

· Air Quality 

Publication of the Herefordshire & Worcestershire Air Quality  Strategy & Planning Protocol in October has already been used to inform the Regional Spatial Strategy.

Additional Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) being declared at Redditch Road, Stoke Heath, Bromsgrove for exceedences of Nox (nitrogen oxides).

· Dedicated web site being developed for the group.

· Contaminated Land

There has been an increase in resources dedicated to contaminated land at Worcester and Malvern Hills.

Likely that contaminated land sites will be determined at Bromsgrove, Redditch, Worcester City and Wychavon , mostly closed landfill sites.

· Consultations

The group responds to a variety of consultations such as noise action plans which identify numerous sites within the County where dwellings exceed noise thresholds from major roads, usually motorways.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	The proposal of shared service for Regulatory services (WETT) will question the future existence of the Pollution Group although the work itself will continue. Business case currently going through Committee cycle at all Councils’. Decision due Feb/March.



	Next Steps


	· Review of Noise services across H & W.

· Launch Pollution group web site;

	Forthcoming Key dates
	2 Dec: Pollution Group Meeting



	Contact


	Geoff Carpenter 01386 565186 

geoff.carpenter@wychavon.gov.uk



	Topic Area

	Waste Forum

	Update


	2008/09 outcomes for B3b, B3a and B3a2

Increase in the percentage of municipal waste recycled (excluding composting) 31.33%, (30.00%) TARGET MET.

The percentage of non-biodegradable household waste arising which has been sent by the Authority for recycling 11.07%, (9.72%) TARGET MET.

Reduction in the percentage of municipal waste landfilled 46.47%, (53.00%) TARGET MET.
2009/10 predicted end of year performance for NI193

Reduction in the percentage of municipal waste landfilled 44.98%, (51.00%) ON TARGET.
The 105,000 tonne capacity EnviroSort facility (Commingled Material Reclamation Facility) at Norton, Worcestershire is currently being commissioned. Once fully operational this facility will increase recycling performance in both Herefordshire and Worcestershire, diverting additional material away from landfill.

The revised Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy is currently going through the adoption phase with the partner authorities and should be published in early 2010.

NI 193 Delivery Plan has been agreed and is now published on the web.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	None



	Next steps


	

	Forthcoming key dates


	Landfill Allowance Trading Scheme - Target Years 2009/10, 2012/13.

	Contact


	Richard Woodward Waste Services Manager 01905 768262


