Task Group Briefing Notes for Worcestershire Partnership Environment Group March 2010
	Topic Area


	State of the Environment Group

	Update


	State of the Environment group met on 18th February. Indicator leads are preparing the 2010/11 data updates, which will be published by 1st June with accompanying 'key issues' document. It is hoped the key messages can be taken to the Worcestershire Partnership to highlight the need for continued and new support and resources to tackle identified problems.
The indicator suite will still have some gaps due to data availability (ancient woodland, extreme weather events, and ease of access to the countryside) but there is a consensus of agreement that the indicators are the best we have at the moment.

New indicators are being devised to better represent the state of Worcestershire's historic environment.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	SoE update will be provided for next WPEG meeting. Members will be urged to consider the key messages and help identify means of improvement.

	Next steps


	Publication of 2010/11 update by June.


	Forthcoming key dates


	Next State of the Environment group meetings:
18th May 2010
17th August 2010
16th November 2010
15th February 2011


	Contact


	Ben Horovitz, bhorovitz@worcestershire.gov.uk or 01905 766097




	Topic Area
	Climate Change Task Group

	Update


	Through CAA assessment Worcestershire has been awarded a green flag for work on climate change (particularly emissions reduction). The report states that Worcestershire could improve further by closer partnership working. Need to show continued progress and learn from others to maintain the green flag following the next assessment.  The green flag is valid for 1 year.

A draft Climate Change Communications plan has been produced to help standardise climate change communications across the partnership.

The group has sent a joint response to the Waste Core Strategy Consultation.

The most recent Climate Change Task Group meetings have looked at climate change adaptation, risk management and progress towards meeting targets for NI188.  All Worcestershire Local Authorities are making progress towards meeting their target for end of March 2010.  

To achieve level 3 of NI 188, planning to adapt to climate change, local authorities will need to encourage partners to consider the risks posed by climate change.

Warmer Worcestershire- a number of district councils now have access to benefits data to overlay with the thermal image map to aid targeted work.  A study looking at the heat loss and historic buildings in Worcestershire has shown construction type rather than property age to be a more important factor for heat loss.


	Issues arising for WPEG
	Any partners who are not yet signed up to the climate change pledge are encouraged to do so.  For further information visit the Worcestershire County Council web page http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/cms/community-and-living/sustainability/what-is-wcc-doing/tackling-climate-change/the-climate-change-pledge.aspx
The group are considering revising the Climate Change pledge to include clearer action points around adapting to climate change.  

Partners are asked to make the climate change group aware of their organisations current consideration for climate change and extreme weather risk.  Please send details to Heather Lammas hlammas@worcestershire.gov.uk if you have not already done so.


	Next steps
	The next task group meeting will focus on communication of climate change messages using the Draft Climate Change Communications Plan as a base.

Worcestershire County Council are to begin working with partners to assess current consideration for the risks associated with climate changes and start work on the LSP adaptation action plan. 



	Forthcoming key dates
	Next climate change task group meeting 29th March 2010.  This will be a joint meeting with the economy and transport group.


	Contact
	For further information contact Cat Ainsworth 

Cainsworth@worcestershire.gov.uk or 01905 766745



	Topic Area


	Pollution Group

	Update

	The group comprises professionals from Environmental Health departments at District Councils across Herefordshire and Worcestershire along with other partner agencies such as the County Council, Environment Agency & Highways Agency to consider the full range of pollution issues relevant to Environmental Health.

· Air Quality 

No change

· Contaminated Land

Reduction in planning applications has led to a slow down in assessment of potential contaminated land, otherwise the position remains unchanged.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	The proposal of shared service for Regulatory services (WETT) will question the future existence of the Pollution Group although the work itself will continue. Anticipated that the key environmental indicators currently measured will continue and be provided by the new service. 



	Next Steps


	Dependant on outcome of shared service discussions, new service proposed to take effect from June1st 2010.



	Forthcoming Key dates


	24 Feb: Pollution Group Meeting



	Contact


	Geoff Carpenter 01386 565186 

geoff.carpenter@wychavon.gov.uk



	Topic Area

	Waste Forum

	Update


	2009/10 predicted end of year performance for NI193

Reduction in the percentage of municipal waste landfilled, current

estimate: 44.92%, (Target: 51.00%) ON TARGET.

The 105,000 tonne capacity EnviroSort facility (Commingled Material

Reclamation Facility) at Norton, Worcestershire is in the final stages of

commissioning. Once fully operational this facility will increase recycling

performance in both Herefordshire and Worcestershire, diverting

additional material away from landfill. It is currently handling recycling

from Herefordshire, Malvern Hills, Redditch, Worcester City and

Wychavon. It will take recyclables from Bromsgrove from 1st April, and

Wyre Forest in the summer of 2010.

The revised Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy is currently

going through the adoption phase with the partner authorities and should

be published in Spring 2010.

Mercia Waste Management is expected to submit a planning application

for a 200,000 tonnes per annum capacity Energy from Waste facility at

Hartlebury in the Spring 2010. The facility would be used to treat residual

waste from Herefordshire and Worcestershire leading to significant

reductions in waste being sent to Landfill.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	None


	Next steps


	

	Forthcoming key dates


	Landfill Allowance Trading Scheme - Target Years 2009/10, 2012/13.



	Contact


	Richard Woodward Waste Services Manager 01905 768262


	Topic Area


	Historic Environment

	Update

	WHEAS is in preliminary discussions with colleagues in Sustainability (PEP) and English Heritage with regard to providing data to support initiatives resulting from to NI 188 Adapting to Climate Change and LI 1 integrated flood risk management plans. 

WHEAS has undertaken a case study which provides basic statistics for thermal efficiency of pre 20th century buildings and provided draft recommendations to Warmer Worcestershire

An Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) is being undertaken for Redditch and Bromsgrove providing a coherent, documented evidence base for Green Infrastructure and Spatial Planning policies within the Joint Core Strategy. 

The consultation paper on the new Planning Policy Statement 15: Planning for the Historic Environment was published this summer and the consultation period is now over. Revisions to the Policy and Guidance will be necessary.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	The State of the Environment Indicators for the Historic Environment represent only nationally designated assets (SAMs and Listed Buildings). These represent less than 25% of the known historic environment features and, unlike the rest of the historic environment are protected by legislation. 

WHEAS are looking to add to the existing indicators by starting a programme of monitoring and working with other organisations who manage and monitor historic sites. Due to capacity issues within WHEAS an application for funding to create the base level data is being submitted to English Heritage.



	Next Steps


	A series of improved SoE Indicators will be developed to allow base line data to be submitted for the State of the Environment Report.



	Forthcoming Key dates


	

	Contact


	County Council Historic Environment and Archaeology Service 01905 855494
Historic Landscape and Farmsteads Characterisation - Adam Mindykowski amindykowski@worcestershire.gov.uk
HER - Victoria Bryant vbryant@worcestershire.gov.uk
Planning - Mike Glyde mglyde@worcestershire.gov.uk



	Topic Area


	Worcestershire Biodiversity Partnership

	Update

	Biodiversity Partnership Annual Meeting

The two biodiversity opportunity maps for the county were presented to the wider partnership at the annual meeting on 24th February. 23 delegates attended, including representatives from organisations we have previously struggled to engage with effectively. Discussion following the morning presentations, revolving around how each organisation present could contribute to delivery of the proposed landscape-scale projects, was very positive.

Publication of regional biodiversity priority areas map

The West Midlands Biodiversity Partnership has published a map to confirm the landscape area priorities for the region. Three of the priorities identified in Worcestershire are represented: the Wyre Forest acid grasslands and heathlands, the Severn and Avon Vales and the pastoral landscape-themed project within the Forest of Feckenham, Malvern Chase/Laugherne Valley and Bow Brook.

Integrated Biodiversity Delivery Areas (IBDAs)

At a national level a piece of work has begun to identify strategic areas (IBDAs) in which to focus delivery of the 2015 UK BAP targets. There is some controversy over the approach and uncertainty over how it will proceed. Approximately 20 areas have been identified at National Character Area scale. A draft map published recently shows the Meres and Mosses as the only IBDA within the region. There is uncertainty as to how much resource is intended to be allocated/diverted to delivery within these areas.

There is a regional workshop being held on 25th March, attended by a representative from two of the national Biodiversity Integration Groups, with the aims of:

· to ensure the IBDAs align with regional priorities;

· to ensure the IBDAs align with existing landscape scale projects;

· to refine the IBDAs from NCA to project boundaries.

The workshop is being held in Birmingham and places can be booked through Audrey Mcgrath Audrey.mcgrath@naturalengland.org.uk
Review of Worcestershire BAP targets

Alongside the ongoing (almost complete) review of the regional BAP habitat targets, amendments have had to be made to the targets at a county level. There has been one round of consultation within the Worcestershire Biodiversity Partnership to inform this process. It is anticipated that a second short consultation on the final figures will be complete and the new targets publicised by the end of May 2010.

Biodiversity Action Plan Manager post

Alex Kinnersley will be returning from maternity leave week beginning 19th April. The role will then revert to a job share position between Alex and Becky.

	Issues arising for WPEG


	Note the publication of the regional priorities map (attached) and the national process of identifying Integrated Biodiversity Delivery Areas

At a future meeting WPEG will be asked to endorse the revised Worcestershire BAP targets



	Next Steps


	Preparation of draft brief(s) and funding strategies for priority projects as agreed by the Biodiversity Partnership co-ordination group in consultation with other partners

Biodiversity Partnership to move to an active delivery phase.



	Forthcoming Key dates


	Confirmation of Worcestershire BAP targets to 2017 by end May 2010.

Biodiversity Partnership to move to an active delivery phase through commencement of one or more landscape-scale project by end 2010.



	Contact


	Becky Lashley, Biodiversity Action Plan Manager

01905 766852 rlashley@worcestershire.gov.uk



