	Topic Area
	Climate Change Task Group

	Update


	Revised Climate Change Strategy was approved by Worcestershire Partnership Board in July and is ready to go live online.  
Through CAA assessment Audit Commission noted good performance on climate change.  Potential for green flag but only if can provide evidence of other partners' activity, especially evidence of working in partnership including non local authority.

Thermal image flyover data is now being mapped with benefits data to identify areas to target the grant scheme advice.  The Warmer Worcester web pages are now live and received over 6000 views in the first 10 days.  The group are working with Energy Saving Trust on a Home Energy Check mailing which will be sent to all households in Worcestershire in September for feedback about current home energy efficiency - enquiries and referrals relating to the project can be monitored by Energy Saving Trust and Act on Energy.  Free training will be provided for energy champions in each district.
Owl electricity monitor loan scheme pilot at Stourport Library has had 9 loans (end of May to August).  This loan scheme is being extended to Bromsgrove, Malvern, Evesham, Worcester and Kidderminster libraries.    Loan scheme at County Hall has been successful with over 40 loans since May.

This year the Switch it off campaign will run from 9th-13th November with involvement from Hereford and Worcester Fire and Rescue Service. For further information contact Heather Lammas hlammas@worcestershire.gov.uk   www.worcestershire.gov.uk/switchitoff
All National Indicator reporting now complete for 2008/09. NI188 & 186 delivery plan 1/4ly progress update sent to WP Performance officer.
Renewable energy seminar held for partners on 27th August.  Further seminars will be planned for later this year/early next year

	Issues arising for WPEG


	Please return climate change pledge progress updates to sustainability@worcestershire.gov.uk  by September 18

Please take part in the Switch it off Campaign. Contact Heather Lammas hlammas@worcestershire.gov.uk
Climate change communications group are looking at standardising the climate change messages sent out partner.  Agreed that the Worcestershire Green Directory will be the central point for information.
Please send evidence of activity on climate change, especially partnership working, to sustainability@worcestershire.gov.uk  by Sept 14th.

	Next steps


	WCC to begin work with Energy Saving Trust one-to-one support on reducing council and local area emissions 

	Forthcoming key dates


	Climate change task group meeting 10:00-12:00, September 15

District & County Climate Change Officers meeting 12.30 – 2.00 Sept 15.

Electricity monitor loan scheme through libraries starts end of October

	Contact


	For further information contact Liz Alston ealston@worcestershire.gov.uk  01905 766745


	Topic Area


	Community Strategy Task Group

	Update


	CSTG meeting was held 13th July.

District LSPs are refining bids for Areas of Highest Need funding. WPEG's executive committee had met on 1st July to provide initial comments on these bids and to recommend greater consideration of potential environmental benefits where appropriate. A series of workshops for theme leads and Chairs will start on 12th October to further consider the bids.

The Cultural Theme Group has published the Worcestershire Cultural Strategy 2009-2013. The Strategy will be formally launched at Rock Village Hall on 22 October.

The Warmer Worcestershire project has launched. The interactive website is now available. Events are now being held to communicate the key messages. Targeted work on vulnerable residents will follow.

Andrew Mottram has been appointed as the new Heritage Buildings and Community Development Officer, hosted by the Diocese of Worcester, and supported by English Heritage, Dudley Community Partnership, Worcestershire County Council, Worcestershire and Dudley Historic Churches Trust, the Countess of Beauchamp Charitable Trust and the Diocesan Social Responsibility Fund. Among other responsibilities, the new post holder will seek an increased appreciation of the value of historic places of worship in the community. Mr Mottram will take up the post in September.



	Issues arising for WPEG
	WPEG should note any further developments in the Areas of Highest Need programme and seek to further influence if necessary.


	Next steps


	n/a



	Forthcoming key dates
	n/a



	Contact


	Ben Horovitz, bhorovitz@worcestershire.gov.uk, 01905 766097


	Topic Area


	Historic Environment

	Update
	The consultation paper on a new Planning Policy Statement, Planning for the Historic Environment, is now available. This will replace PPG 15 and 16. Comments from WHEAS will be fed through the Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers (ALGAO)

The first board meeting of the project to create new software for the Historic Environment Record has taken place and the detailed specification is being written in September. The software will support the development of professional access (via GIS) to data held within the Historic Environment Record. In the first instance the focus will be on Conservation Officers and colleagues in PEP. Information will be tailored to need but will include historic mapping and data on the built environment, archaeology, HLC, FC etc as required. The aim is to facilitate partnership working and an integrated approach to the historic environment. Victoria Bryant and Amanda Smith (Heritage Services WCC) will be attending CADPOG on the 16th October to present this project.

WHEAS is undertaking a project to provide information to the Selected Heritage Inventory for Natural England (SHINE). This dataset is a map of archaeological and historic sites that may be eligible for grant aided management under the Agri-environment Entry Level Scheme. Worcestershire's data will be merged with a national dataset for inclusion in the Natural England Genesis system.

Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) and Farmsteads Characterisation (FC) projects will be completed in 2010 to 2011. They will provide a tool for strategic planning and will complement Landscape Characterisation and Habitat Mapping Projects.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	Districts will be asked to provide support in principle for the new Historic Environment Record software at CADPOG. Final decisions on funding will take place early in 2010 when the tenders for the software have been received.

	Next steps


	

	Forthcoming key dates


	CADPOG 16th October 2009

	Contact


	County Council Historic Environment and Archaeology Service 01905 855494
Historic Landscape and Farmsteads Characterisation - Adam Mindykowski amindykowski@worcestershire.gov.uk

HER - Victoria Bryant vbryant@worcestershire.gov.uk

Planning - Mike Glyde mglyde@worcestershire.gov.uk


	Topic Area


	Landscape, Biodiversity and Geodiversity

	Update

	National Indicator 197 – Active Management of Local Sites

A costed review of running a Local Sites Partnership which provides land owner liaison, survey and monitoring, updated records and system has been completed.  This has been co-ordinated and funded through the Wildlife Trusts regionally.

A simple condition monitoring form has been devised to be used by all partners. Detailed condition monitoring has been completed on 40 Local Sites (Special Wildlife Sites). The Partnership will meet again in October. Please contact Vaughan Grantham for further information: VGrantham@worcestershire.gov.uk
Regional Landscapes for Living Initiative Local Opportunity Mapping

The identification of and rationale for priority and project areas for biodiversity in Worcestershire has almost been completed. At the WBP Coordination Group meeting of the 15th July workshops were held to discuss the maps and potential priority areas.  A list of criteria for deciding project priorities to 2015 was proposed.

The WBP Management Group wishes to propose ten areas for the Opportunities Map 2026, with some boundary changes, and three landscape project areas as priorities to 2015:

· Severn and Avon Vales;

· Kidderminster Acid Grasslands and Heathland; and

· Bow Brook (as part of the Forest of Feckenham).

Additionally, it is suggested that a fourth project comprise three areas themed on the priority habitats of lowland meadows and wood pasture/parkland/ancient trees and these are:

· Worcestershire Arden;

· The northern part of the Forest of Feckenham; and

· Malvern Chase (project area needs to be defined).

Please contact Vaughan Grantham for further information: VGrantham@worcestershire.gov.uk


	Issues arising for WPEG


	The Local Sites Partnership in Worcestershire has suffered historically from a lack of resources. Funding is needed for running a Local Sites Partnership to deliver NI 197 work through approval of a funding bid submitted to the Worcestershire Partnership.


	Next Steps


	Local Opportunity Mapping

It is the intention to confirm the areas for the Opportunities Map 2026 and the Priorities Map 2015 at the Coordination Group meeting on the 16th September and agree the highest priorities to take to the Regional meeting on the 22nd September.


	Forthcoming Key dates
	WBP Co-ordination Group 15th September

Regional BP 22nd September


	Contact


	Becky Lashley

rlashley@worcestershire.gov.uk
Alison Hitching

ahitching@worcestershire.gov.uk
01905 766852




	Topic Area


	State of the Environment

	Update


	State of the Environment task group met on 20th August. The group had a brainstorming session to try to map the key blockages that are holding back progress on improving the indicators that are under-performing, and to identify potential actions to address hotspots.

Funding and resources is a critical issue, not just in addressing identified problems, but also in the continued identification itself through data collection.

The new SoE website was discussed, and it was agreed that several tweaks would be made. Positive feedback had been received through the Audit Commission using the site in its work.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	WPEG members should continue to consider how they may be able to positively influence the indicators, either though their own actions, or through lobbying for resources.



	Next steps


	WPEG aims to raise the profile of the SoE report in the Partnership through the Management Board in order to ensure it is recognised and to help identify resources for its future security.



	Forthcoming key dates


	Next SoE meeting likely to be mid-November. Exact details will be available in due course.

	Contact


	Ben Horovitz, bhorovitz@worcestershire.gov.uk or 01905 766097




	Topic Area


	Streetscene and Open Spaces

	Update


	Green Flag – 13 Green Flag awards in Worcestershire, an increase of 4 from last year.  2009 green flag parks are:

Abbey park Evesham

Abbey park Pershore

Workman gardens Evesham

Cripplegate Park Worcester

Gheluvelt park Worcester

Worcester Woods Country park

Brinton park Kidderminster

QE2 gardens Bewdley

St Wulstans LNR

Sanders park Bromsgrove

Arrow Valley Country Park

Morton Stanley Park

Waseley Hills Country park

Play – 8 Year 2 playbuilder projects under way

Worcestershire Play Partnership is currently exploring links between the new approach to play and the Green Flag Award scheme.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	Monitor the number of successful green flag applications across the county to see if standards are being maintained.  If these start to fall then investigate whether this is due to slipping standards of open spaces or tighter budgets.



	Next steps


	None



	Forthcoming key dates
	

	Contact


	D Manning


	Topic Area


	Material Resources and Waste

	Update


	The first review of the Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy has been out to public consultation, the comments received have been taken on board and the document updated accordingly. It is now going through the adoption process with the associated partners.

The EnviroSort facility at Norton it is currently on schedule to open in November with commissioning taking place from late September/early October. Arrangements are being made with the Waste Collection Authorities to confirm delivery of materials and advertising of the new materials the facility can take. We have also been very successful in obtaining funding from WRAP (Waste and Resource Action Programme) for advertising the changes to collection services, this will assist us in communicating the correct messages relating to the facility.

In relation to a site visit, subject to confirmation from the contractor, I am sure we can arrange a visit in the future, but I would like to let the plant settle down into 'normal' operation before arranging anything.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	Potential for site visit to Norton facility in the future.

	Next steps


	None



	Forthcoming key dates
	N/a


	Contact


	Richard Woodward, Waste Services Manager, 01905 768262


