	Topic Area


	State of the Environment

	Update


	The year's State of the Environment report is the first in the 'new style' of reporting, and will be published on the website later this month:

(www.worcestershirepartnership.org.uk/wpeg/soe)

Initial data analysis suggests that performance across all indicators is broadly similar to last year, but there are specific issues arising across a number of themes.

· Biodiversity now has a solid baseline for 3 out of 4 indicators, and is showing a particular problem with the condition of local wildlife and geodiversity sites.

· Cleaner & Greener is still awaiting full revision, but the new Air Quality indicator introduced in this year's report shows average performance. The number of green flag parks and open spaces continues to increase.

· The overall picture for Climate Change in Worcestershire remains poor as CO2 emissions and properties at risk of flooding continue to worsen.

· Historic Environment performance is broadly similar to last year, but does shows a slight improvement in the number of buildings at risk.

· Landscape and Landuse is not yet complete, but a new indicator for Contaminated Land has been added, which shows that whilst there is a lot of contaminated land, this area is being reduced.

· Waste indicators continue to perform very well, with increased levels of recycling and reduced levels of landfill.

· Indicators within the Water theme have changed this year to reflect new reporting arrangements for the Water Framework Directive. The two new indicators show average performance.

· Public Behaviour/Perception shows that EcoSchools performance continues to be excellent. Environmental questions have been included within this year's Citizens' Panel survey to provide further data (findings available Autumn/September).



	Issues arising for WPEG


	WPEG need to communicate key messages, especially areas of risk, highlighted in the final SoE report, to those within and beyond their organisations who can influence direction of travel.



	Next steps
	Publication of final data on SoE website.



	Forthcoming key dates
	Next meeting 20th August 2009

	Contact


	Ben Horovitz, bhorovitz@worcestershire.gov.uk or 01905 766097




	Topic Area


	Landscape, Biodiversity and Geodiversity

	Update

	Biodiversity

Regional Landscape for Living Initiative

The Regional Opportunities Map setting out where the future effort to restore or enhance biodiversity was produced in early 2009. The local opportunity mapping for biodiversity will be produced following the completion of the Habitat Inventory.

National Indicator 197 – Active Management of Local Sites

The baseline for this indicator was established by the end of April 2009 and was agreed at a meeting of the Worcestershire Special Wildlife Sites Partnership. The Partnership, made up of representatives from County and Districts local authorities, National Farmers Union, Country Business and Landowners Association, Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group, Forestry Commission, Natural England, Earth Heritage Trust, Environment Agency, Severn Trent Water and Worcestershire Wildlife Trust. The meeting agreed on a way forward to progress with limited monitoring and with an aim to increase the number of sites that are in active management in 2009. It was recognised that a fully functioning SWS partnership would require an increase in expenditure. Between April and June 2009 condition monitoring of 40 grassland SWS is being carried out.  

A costed review of running a Local Sites Partnership which provides land owner liaison, survey and monitoring, updated records and system is in production and will be available in early June. This is being co-ordinated and funded through the Wildlife Trusts regionally.  

Woodland Guidelines

From 1st June 2009 the interactive website will be available at www.worcestershire.gov.uk/biodiversity/woodguide . A pdf of the full document is also available to download from this website. Limited hard copies will be provided to representatives of the land-owning sector, and can also be obtained from the BAP Manager, Worcestershire County Council, PEP, Spetchley Road, Worcester WR5 2NP tel: 01905 766852 email biodiversity@worcestershire.gov.uk
Landscape

Landscape Web Tool

Work is currently progressing on the preparation of a web based planning tool to enable planning officers to maximise the use and understanding of the landscape character assessment when considering planning applications. The first training sessions for this are being carried out with Wychavon D.C. later this summer.

Growth Points, Landscape Comment

Landscape analysis has been carried out for all the revised preferred option sites within the SWJCS area.  This is based on both landscape sensitivity and visual impact analysis.

State of the Environment Report

A representative sample of landscape character areas has been re-assessed in order to update the landscape element of the State of the Environment Report. The landscape indicator has also been updated.

Geodiversity

Worcestershire Geodiversity Action Plan (GAP) – has been published and is available to view on Earth Heritage Trust website  http://www.earthheritagetrust.org/blog/LocalGAPs The Plan is in the process of being uploaded onto BARS (Biodiversity Action Reporting System). It is the first GAP in the country to be uploaded fully onto BARS.

Geopark Way – The 109-mile long Geopark Way trail guide has been launched, running the entire length of the Abberley and Malvern Hills Geopark from Bridgnorth to Gloucester. The guide tells the story of geology, landscape, associated habitats and built features along the route. 

Local Geological Site Condition Monitoring – Funded by Natural England to condition monitor a number of Local Sites, the project is nearing completion.  

UK Geodiversity Action Plan – no further developments. 

Conserving geodiversity in a changing climate – National conference being held in Chester on 4th June. 

Broadway Quarry – is being showcased at the national Mineral Products Association showcase event on the 4th June, as an example of an integrated restoration plan, including biodiversity and geodiversity gain. This puts Worcestershire on the national map with regard to quarry restoration.


	Issues arising for WPEG


	· Identifying ways in which to support the implementation of the GAP

· Support for reporting on NI 197. 



	Next Steps

	N/A


	Forthcoming Key dates
	Next Biodiversity Partnership Coordination group meeting – 15th July 2009.



	Contact


	Vaughan Grantham, Worcestershire County Council


	Topic Area


	Historic Environment 

	Update


	The Heritage Protection Bill has been delayed. Ministerial statements make it clear that the momentum of reform will be maintained through other measures until legislation can be introduced. This will principally be through a new Planning Policy Statement to replace PPG 15 and PPG 16. This will provide the overarching context of the reform of the heritage protection system. It is independent of, but parallels, the proposed heritage protection legislation. A Consultation draft will be available in the Autumn
Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) and Farmsteads Characterisation (FC) projects will be completed in 2010 to 2011. They will provide a tool for strategic planning and will complement Landscape Characterisation and Habitat Mapping Projects.

WCC has given the tentative green light (pending securing further partnership match funding) and some funding to support the development of professional access (via GIS) to data held within the Historic Environment Record. In the first instance the focus will be on Conservation Officers and colleagues in PEP. Information will be tailored to need but will include historic mapping and data on the built environment, archaeology, HLC, FC etc as required. The aim is to facilitate partnership working and an integrated approach to the historic environment.

WHEAS is providing input into targeted advice and recommendations for South Worcestershire Joint Core Strategy Preferred Option Areas



	Issues arising for WPEG


	From June 2009 WCC Heritage Partnerships will be looking for support for the development and delivery of professional access (via GIS) to data held within the Historic Environment Record, including funding support to deliver. 

In 2011 WHEAS will be looking for funding from English Heritage and Local Government partners to support a sensitivity and capacity analysis of HLC (scoring the landscape).


	Next steps


	Identification of appropriate partnership funding for HER development.

	Forthcoming key dates


	Autumn 2009 - Publication of consultation draft on new Planning Policy Staement 

	Contacts


	County Council Historic Environment and Archaeology Service 01905 855494

Historic Landscape and Farmsteads Characterisation - Adam Mindykowski amindykowski@worcestershire.gov.uk
HER - Victoria Bryant vbryant@worcestershire.gov.uk
Planning - Mike Glyde mglyde@worcestershire.gov.uk



	Topic Area


	Material Resources & Waste and LAA B3

	Update
	Predicted end of year performance against B3a for 2008/09

Reduction in the percentage of municipal waste landfilled 46.84% (performance), (53.00%) (target) ON TARGET.
Increase in the percentage of municipal waste recycled 31.33%, (30.00%) ON TARGET.
The 105,000 tonne capacity Commingled Material Reclamation Facility at Norton, Worcestershire is still on target to become operational in Autumn 2009. The building and internal concreting  is complete and work has begun on the installation of plant and equipment. Once fully operational this facility will increase recycling performance in the County and divert additional material away from landfill.

Consultation on the Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy Review ended on 15th May.  Responses are being collated and analysed.



	Issues arising for WPEG
	None


	Next steps


	

	Forthcoming key dates


	  LATS Target Year 2009/10, 2012/13.

	Contact


	Richard Woodward Waste Services Manager 01905 768262


	Topic Area
	Climate Change Task Group

	Update


	Worcestershire Partnership climate change strategy now complete and a rolling action plan has been developed incorporating NI186 & 188 LAA delivery plans.  Strategy will go to WP Management Group and Board.  A summary will also be produced. Will be available on the Partnership and County Council web pages shortly.  Action plan available from E Alston.

The thermal image flyover of the County for the Warmer Worcestershire project has been completed and the data is now with WCC GIS team for processing.  Each district is putting together promotional activities.  Extra funding is being sought to provide funds for insulation measures etc. the project group are to liaise with trading standards, CAB, Worcestershire Hub and other organisations to keep public up to date and limit risk of rogue traders. 

Switch it off campaign will run from 9th-13th November 2009.  Plans include a 'dine by candlelight' promotion for local businesses. Worcester Warriors will be involved.

Comprehensive Area Assessment (CAA) process has begun by audit commission in which climate change is included.  

Series of climate change seminars to be held to brief partners about issues relating to climate change.  First seminar focussed on the science of climate change and the role of local government. Following seminar will look at potential for renewable energy.

WCC has now included severe weather risk in business continuity planning process as part of NI 188. Potential to roll this out to districts.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	LAA level 1 target for NI 188, planning to adapt to climate change has not been met.  Some districts feel they will meet level 2 by the end of the LAA.  Others have a problem with resources.

WPEG members to contact hlammas@worcestershire.gov.uk  for details of how to take part in Switch it off.

With Chris Harvey no longer with Chamber of Commerce need a business rep on the climate group.



	Next steps


	Plan to take the Climate Change strategy to management group meeting and to Partnership board hopefully to tie in with release of UKCIP09 climate change predictions.

Countywide awareness raising for Warmer Worcestershire project. District Councils to attend events to promote the project.

Future Climate Task group meetings to be themed.  Next meeting is on communications.


	Forthcoming key dates


	Climate change strategy goes to partnership board 17th July.

Beacon Council Sustainable Construction seminar – 30th June Bishopswood – contact Rskidmore@worcestershire.gov.uk for details

Climate Change Task Group Meeting 28th July

District & County Council Climate Change Task group meeting 28th July


	Contact
	For further info:

Liz Alston, 01905 766745, EAlston@worcestershire.gov.uk



	Topic Area


	Streetscene and Open Spaces

	Update


	Green Flag – Districts have reapplied for the current year.  Judging in progress

Play – 6 Year 1 playbuilder projects launched  and the project plan for year 2 playbuilder has been approved by the DCSF

Worcestershire Play Partnership is currently exploring links between the new approach to play and the Green Flag Award scheme.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	Monitor the number of successful green flag applications across the county to see if standards are being maintained.  If these start to fall then investigate whether this is due to slipping standards of open spaces or tighter budgets.



	Next steps


	none



	Forthcoming key dates


	Green Flag awards announced July 09



	Contact


	David Manning


