Task Group Briefing Notes for Worcestershire Partnership Environment Group
December 2011
	Topic Area


	State of the Environment Group

	Update


	The group now has a new contact in Worcestershire Regulatory Services, who has provided updates for the Air Quality and Contaminated Land indicators. These will appear in the next publication.

The Worcestershire Historic Environment and Archaeology service has now completed the methodology for a new HE indicator based on a sample of the Historic Environment Record. This should provide a more realistic indication of the state of the historic environment than the current statutory 'at risk' indicators do. The methodology is being considered by English Heritage, but it is hoped that the first results will feed into the next publication of the SoE report.



	Issues arising for WPEG/Next steps
	Partners to help disseminate information and to consider how they can help to reverse poor performance.



	Forthcoming key dates


	Next meeting February 2012.

	Contact


	Ben Horovitz, bhorovitz@worcestershire.gov.uk or 01905 766097




	Topic Area
	Climate Change Task Group

	Update


	The Climate Change strategy review began with a workshop session 21st October to identify priority areas for the new strategy. There was a wide range of attendees including business representation from the LEP. The outcomes from this session were discussed during the climate change task group meeting 14th November. The aim is to produce a shorter strategy document early in 2012 for consultation

The climate risks to key infrastructure project is almost at an end.  This was a Defra funded project to develop a methodology for integrating climate risks into Local Authority Infrastructure planning.

Switch it Off took place as part of Warmer Worcestershire week during September.  There was a reduction in electricity consumption of 1.25% during the two hours Switch Off.

Warmer Worcestershire week launched the winter warmth campaign which is an awareness campaign running until March 2012.  There has been good support from local media on this so far.

Worcestershire County Council has offered each district council £40,000 to run a home insulation scheme for people over the age of 60 years old.  This will run until the start of the Green Deal at the end of 2012.  After Spring 2012 the scheme can be widened out to all ages.  

The latest CO2 emissions for the local authority area (formally NI186) have been released for 2009.  This shows a reduction of 14% between 2005 and 2009 for Worcestershire, with the largest reduction between 2008 and 2009.  This larger reduction is linked to economic recession and decarbonisation of the National power grid.  It can be expected that emissions will rise again in 2010 due to changes in the national power supply.

Aether are undertaking carbon modelling for the local area which will feed in to the development of the climate change strategy.  The initial findings will be available at the end of November. 

Proposed changes to the Feed in Tariff scheme for solar PV are expected to have a negative impact on planned projects. Installations registered before 12th December will still receive the current FITs rate.  This rate will be provided until March next year for installations after this date then the rate will be reduced by about 50% and be subject to the property achieving a minimum C rating for energy efficiency.



	Issues arising for WPEG/Next Steps
	Engage with the LEP on climate change issues through interested parties. 

The climate change task group would encourage input from WPEG in the development of the strategy.  WPEG will be notified when the draft is out for consultation.  

	Forthcoming key dates

	The UK Climate Change Risk Assessment will be presented before Parliament on 26th January 2012 and made publicly available.  This will outline the key risks to the UK from a changing climate.  A National Adaptation programme will follow in 2013.

	Contact
	Liz Alston ealston@worcestershire.gov.uk 01905 766745




	Topic Area


	Historic Environment

	Update

	The characterisation of Worcestershire's Historic Landscape is now complete and the report is being written. The data wil be migrated to the HER in the New Year 

Strategic projects undertaken by WHEAS over the past few years will soon be feeding into the development of the county's minerals and waste framework for which work on the minerals section is just commencing. In particular two documents produced with the support of the Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund as administered by English Heritage will help underpin the archaeological component of the framework. The first of these Archaeology and Aggregates in Worcestershire. A Resource Assessment and Research Agenda was completed in 2007 and presents an evidence-based overview of archaeology on the gravel terraces of the county. It highlights areas of particular archaeological sensitivity and potential and also identifies areas where the knowledge base is poor and needs enhancing. The second document Evaluating and Enhancing the Geoarchaeological Resource of the Lower Severn Valley has just been completed and provides a new methodology and baseline understanding for one of the areas where the knowledge base was poor. This will be invaluable in informing programmes of archaeological investigation on the terraces and floodplain of the Severn which are heavily impacted on by mineral extraction. 



	Issues arising for WPEG/Next Steps

	Impact of Localism Bill



	Forthcoming Key dates


	

	Contact


	County Council Historic Environment and Archaeology Service 01905 855474
Contact - Victoria Bryant vbryant@worcestershire.gov.uk



	Topic Area


	Biodiversity Action Plan Partnership

	Update

	Natural Environment White Paper work streams:  

Local Nature Partnerships

An application has been submitted, on behalf of WPEG, to the Local Nature Partnerships fund. This funding is available to enable new or existing partnerships make the transition to a Local Nature Partnership. The bid was for the maximum amount of £50,000 and had three areas of focus: communication and advocacy, valuing the environment and ecosystems services and green infrastructure. Defra are expected to announce the successful bids in December. 

The formal process by which partnerships can apply to become a Local Nature Partnership is expected to commence in early 2012. 

Nature Improvement Areas

The LBAP partnership was involved in the development of two submissions to the Nature Improvement Area competition being organised by Defra. The first, led by Malvern Hills AONB, was a traditional orchards project which included partners in Gloucestershire and Herefordshire. The second was the Bow Brook project, led by Worcestershire Wildlife Trust. Unfortunately, neither of these applications were successful. The Severn and Avon Vales / Wetlands West and the Cotswold AONB projects which also included parts of the county were likewise unsuccessful.

Biodiversity Offsetting Pilot

Worcestershire County Council have submitted an application to become one of the pilot authorities to trial Defra's proposals for biodiversity offsetting. If the application is successful the trial will run for 2 years, commencing in April 2012. Results of the applications are expected to be announced at the end of November.
Carrant Brook project 

£14k has been secured for the Carrant Catchment project for work in year 1 (with potential for further £79k over years 2-4) from EA's Water Framework Directive project budget. This has been awarded to Kemerton Conservation Trust with project management support from Worcs LBAP co-ordinator. A detailed project plan and budget breakdown has been completed. Work has commenced on mapping the brook and stream side habitats as a part of the phase 1 works for this project. 

Wye, Severn and Avon Vales Integrated Biodiversity Delivery Area

The project team is continuing to develop an application to HLF for a traditional orchards project.

Natural England have been undertaking an evaluation of the work of IBDA's to date with the results expected shortly. The IBDA partnership is due to meet in December to clarify its future role, focus and activity. 

Community Orchards Project

Development of the Community Orchards project is now complete with the application due to be submitted to HLF by the end of November. 



	Issues arising for WPEG/Next Steps

	End December, 2011; successful applications to the LNP fund announced.

Decision expected from HLF on the Community Orchards application in 2012. 



	Forthcoming Key dates


	2012: application process to become a Local Nature Partnership commences.

	Contact


	Emily Barker, Principal Biodiversity and Landscape Officer

01905 766723 ebarker@worcestershire.gov.uk 

Becky Lashley, Biodiversity Action Plan Manager

01905 766852 biodiversity@worcestershire.gov.uk



	Topic Area


	Water Group

	Update

	The group is progressing well with its membership increased with the inclusion of a representative from British Waterways. The group is a good platform for discussing water resource issues in the county. Low flow/restriction data has been shared with all the members of the group. This will allow suspected illegal abstraction and impounding to be reported and acted upon. The Environment Agency will be providing some additional training to council field staff in the New Year on water resource issues.



	Issues arising for WPEG/Next Steps

	N/A

	Forthcoming Key dates


	Last meeting was 24th October. Next meeting will be in late January/Early February. 

	Contact


	Stuart Gamble (Environment Management Team Leader Environment Agency) 01562 534127 stuart.gamble@environment-agency.gov.uk









