Task Group Briefing Notes for Worcestershire Partnership Environment Group
December 2010
	Topic Area


	State of the Environment Group

	Update


	The group met on 16th Feb to discuss the findings of a review of criteria for determine performance. In order to ensure the SoE can be used more widely and more effectively supports environmental efforts and lobbying, it was considered necessary to carry out a 'peer review' among the group. This review considered the justifications put forward by each expert for their RAG rating, and was designed to challenge these assumptions to ensure they stood up to scrutiny. It was also an opportunity to identify, where possible, 'bandings' between RAG ratings, so that if performance was to get better or worse by a certain amount, there would be a clear trigger for a change in rating. The review as a useful exercise and has resulted in a more robust and defensible dataset.

The group are now looking to finalise data returns for the 2011/12 SoE report, which should be published electronically by 1st June. It has been agreed that the SoE should be promoted more strongly, and a formal programme of targeting of the information will be worked up.



	Issues arising for WPEG/Next steps
	WPEG members are often the best placed to use the data to further environmental causes, and it is strongly encouraged that all opportunities are taken. A full presentation will be given of the updated data at the June WPEG meeting.



	Forthcoming key dates


	New SoE report due for publication by 1st June.

	Contact


	Ben Horovitz, bhorovitz@worcestershire.gov.uk or 01905 766097




	Topic Area
	Climate Change Task Group

	Update


	CO2 emissions per capita data will still be published by Department for Energy and Climate Change but there will be no requirement for Worcestershire to report on progress.  

The Climate Change task group will discuss the consultation for the Sustainable Community Strategy at the meeting 22nd March 2011 with the aim of drafting a response.  

Economic Development Team at Worcestershire County Council are awaiting news on a Green Business Grant bid.  If approved the ERDF funding will provide advice and grant assistance to Worcestershire SME's.

Regional Funding for the Climate Change Skills Fund (Low Carbon Economy Programme) has been reduced by around half.  ~£500,000 will be available for the delivery of the programme (this will include training on renewables for planners and planning committee members).  The remaining funds will be held by the RIEP as a revolving fund for delivery of energy efficiency measures.  

Department of Energy and Climate Change have plans to replace NI185 (CO2 emissions from local authority activity) with a data requirement for CO2e figures to be made public by local authorities.  This is currently out for consultation.

Worcestershire has received funding for 10 electric vehicle charging points through Plugged in Places.

Worcestershire County Council are supporting 'Climate Week' 21st-27th March.  This is a national campaign that aims to highlight the work already being done to tackle climate change and encourage others to do the same.  On Monday 21st March Worcestershire County Council will hold an event for local businesses looking at impacts of severe weather and business continuity planning.  A carbon management event will follow in the next couple of months.



	Issues arising for WPEG
	Worcestershire Climate Change Pledge reports should be completed by all organisations signed up to the pledge for the year 2010/11 and returned to sustainability@worcestershire.gov.uk 

Any partners wishing to promote activity for 'Climate Week' should email details to sustainability@worcestershire.gov.uk for the information to be added to the Worcestershire County Council 'Climate Week' web page.

The UK Climate Change Risk Assessment group are looking for examples of adaptation or responding to severe weather risk (images or stories) to illustrate the report.  Any partners with examples can email their suggestion to Heather Lammas hlammas@worcestershire.gov.uk and this will be passed on to the coordinating group.



	Next steps
	Respond to Sustainable Community Strategy Consultation.



	Forthcoming key dates

	Next task group meeting 22nd March 2011.  The focus will be climate change adaptation and response to the Sustainable Community Strategy Consultation.



	Contact
	For further information contact Liz Alston ealston@worcestershire.gov.uk or 01905 766745




	Topic Area


	Pollution Group

	Update

	The Worcestershire Environmental Health Pollution group is in the process of being disbanded with a view to the setting up of a more regional body.

Environmental regulation of matters including air quality and contaminated land will now be managed by the newly created Worcestershire Regulatory Services (WRS). It is proposed that the heading for this topic therefore be amended to reflect these changes.

Air Quality

WRS will carry out reviews and assessments of Air Quality against the National Air Quality Objectives and work towards full implementation of the Action Plans for the declared Air Quality Management Areas. Further AQMA’s are to be declared in Bromsgrove and Wyre Forest.

Contaminated Land

Worcester City itself is outside Worcestershire Regulatory Services (WRS) and therefore the indicator is reported by WRS in conjunction with the Contaminated Land Service at Worcester City Council.

All six District Councils have contributed to the work in identification, remediation and prevention of contaminated land.  Going forward DEFRA funding has been gained for further investigation of one site in Redditch and Council funds have been used to investigate another in Wychavon. 

The interim figure for the contaminated land indicator shows that there has been little reduction in the amount of land considered to be ‘potentially contaminated land’.  The loss of staff working on contaminated land across the county has reduced the level of proactive inspections, whilst planning work has continued to work towards improving the situation it has also caused sites to be identified, minimising the overall improvement.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	None of the Action Plans for the declared AQMA’s has been fully implemented. Most are dependent on strategic action on behalf of the County Councils highways department, there is a need to ensure that air quality is central to future local transport planning.

DEFRA is currently carrying out a review of the air quality regime, one proposal is to reduce central direction and shift power to local communities but in addition shift legal responsibility for complying with EU limit values to local authorities (inc. fines) in the hope that this will help to raise the profile of this subject locally. The new Local Transport White Paper will enable local authorities to have greater with the aim of improving air quality.

DEFRA is currently carrying out a review of the Contaminated Land Statutory Guidance with a consultation period due to close next month.  This may cause the proactive inspections of potentially contaminated land to change drastically depending on which proposals are adopted.  The implementation of any changes are likely to be October 2011.



	Next Steps


	WRS and Worcester City Council will continue to monitor and report on the Contaminated Land indicator.



	Forthcoming Key dates


	The air quality progress reports for 2010 for the 6 District Councils will be sent to DEFRA before the end of April 2011.

It should be noted that new air quality management areas are proposed for Bromsgrove and Worcester City where AQ objectives are being exceeded.

Decisions are to be made on the two large sites subject to investigation in the spring. 

Likely change to Statutory Guidance October 2011.



	Contact


	Geoff Carpenter 01386 565186 

geoff.carpenter@wychavon.gov.uk
Mark Cox 01386565231

mark.cox@worcsregservices.gov.uk



	Topic Area

	Waste Forum

	Update
	20010/11 predicted end of year performance for NI193 
Reduction in the percentage of municipal waste landfilled 49.49%, (48.00%) MISSING TARGET
2010/11 Landfill Allowance Trading Scheme (LATS) 
Biodegradable Waste to Landfill for 2010/11 is 95,498 tonnes (maximum landfill allowed 105,448 tonnes) ON TARGET
The 105,000 tonne capacity EnviroSort facility at Norton, Worcestershire is in the final stages of commissioning. Modifications to the process are being made to reduce the reject rate and ensure the highest possible recycling rate is achieved.

A planning application for an Energy-from-Waste facility at Hartlebury, Worcestershire, has been submitted by Mercia Waste Management, the PFI contractor for Worcestershire County Council and Herefordshire Council. The application is currently due to be determined at committee on 01 March 2011.
The revised Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy is currently going through the adoption phase with our partner authorities.


	Issues arising for WPEG
	The NI193 end of year out turn is being closely monitored:

· The Energy from Waste facility at Coventry experienced an unexpected shutdown for almost a month in September, and continues to accept a reduced tonnage. Negotiations are ongoing to secure a guaranteed tonnage for the next financial year.

· Modifications to plant and equipment at EnviroSort are nearing completion and should lead to a reduction in rejects, which in turn will lead to a reduction in tonnes sent to landfill and an improvement in NI193.


	Next steps
	

	Forthcoming key dates


	· Determination of the Energy-from-Waste application by the County Planning and Regulatory Committee on 11 March 2011. 

· Landfill Allowance Trading Scheme - Target Year 2012/13.



	Contact


	Richard Woodward Waste Services Manager 01905 768262


	Topic Area


	Historic Environment

	Update

	WHEAS has contributed to version 3 of the Sub-Regional Green infrastructure Technical Working Paper. This version includes revised mapping and multi-functional environmental objectives

WHEAS have completed an  English Heritage funded pilot project to record all the historic, non listed, buildings in seven parishes of Worcestershire has now been completed accompanied by a methods statement  and guidance for future roll out. The project has demonstrated that a rapid but consistent survey of all pre-1900 buildings creates an evidence base that 

· enables historic environment professionals to more effectively manage the resource 

· can be used with other data to assess, for instance, the thermal efficiency of Worcestershire's historic building stock.

WHEAS has commenced work on a pilot project to monitor the HER features located in eight sample areas across Worcestershire. This work is being funded through an English Heritage grant.

Work has commenced on a pilot historic environment resource assessment for Worcestershire villages. This English Heritage funded project will assess six small settlements facing development pressure with the aim of providing a detailed sensitivity assessment and planning design guide for each settlement. The project will also produce a full project design to support an application for roll-out across the county.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	

	Next Steps


	Input into version 4 of the Sub-regional Green Infrastructure Technical Working Paper progressing.



	Forthcoming Key dates


	Network Mapping Workshop let by County Planners on 22/02.11 

	Contact


	County Council Historic Environment and Archaeology Service 01905 855474
Contact - Victoria Bryant vbryant@worcestershire.gov.uk



	Topic Area


	Biodiversity Action Plan Partnership

	Update

	Prioritising delivery
The Worcestershire Biodiversity Partnership has completed the consultation on the statements produced for each of the five delivery areas that have been prioritised within the county. Based on feedback from the Partnership these priority areas will henceforth be referred to as 'Biodiversity Delivery Areas' to help enforce a better understanding of their purpose. The statements will shortly be available on the partnership website: (www.worcestershire.gov.uk/biodiversity).

Integrated Biodiversity Delivery Areas

The Wye, Severn and Avon Vales IBDA (map below) has been accepted by the England Biodiversity Group as one of eight pilot partnership areas to be taken forward this year (2011). A steering group has been established, attended by the Worcs BAP Manager, and three projects have been identified to be taken forward for delivery: the Bow Brook grasslands project (led by Worcs Wildlife Trust) with a Heritage Lottery Landscape Partnership bid to be submitted by the end of Feb, a floodplain management project (led by Warks Wildlife Trust) with a funding bid also in preparation and a traditional orchards project (led by Heref Nature Trust) in the early stages of development. The Worcs BAP manager is involved in the development of the Bow Brook and traditional orchard projects.

In addition, work has also begun to establish a partnership group and look at project funding opportunities for the Midlands Plateau IBDA, despite this not being one of the initial pilot areas chosen nationally. The Worcs BAP Manager is also attending this group.

Of the five priority areas identified by the Worcestershire Biodiversity Partnership, we were successful in getting four included within the boundary of the Wye, Severn and Avon Vales IBDA and the fifth within the boundary of the Midlands Plateau.

Funding bids currently in preparation

In addition to supporting development of projects linked to the IBDA work, the BAP Managers are also working with Worcestershire partners on two funding applications. The first of these will pilot, within Worcestershire, a community-led approach to traditional orchard management and conservation that can then inform delivery of a longer-term cross-border project under the IBDA banner. The second will focus on the conservation of acid grasslands in the north of the county and will, again, inform development and delivery of a large project across the Midlands Plateau.

The IBDA partnership steering group recognises the need for a co-ordinated approach to project and funding bid development. All of the projects mentioned here are part of a carefully considered programme of work supported by the IBDA group. At a national level, Natural England is talking to major funders (HLF etc) to ensure that our approach is understood and supported.

Biodiversity Opportunity/Climate Change Vulnerability

Assisted by Natural England and the Regional Biodiversity Partnership, further work is planned to define, within the Delivery Areas but also in the surrounding parts of the county, what habitats are most appropriate where with regard to restoration or creation activities (i.e. a biodiversity opportunity map). This will be linked to, for the first time, a geographical apportionment of the BAP targets.  It is planned to complete this work by the end of March, with a partnership workshop planned for 9th March. In addition, Natural England will also generate a climate change vulnerability map which will show, for each 1km square, a score of 1 to 5 to indicate the level of vulnerability of habitats within that square.

Defra's Tree planting campaign

The government has committed £4.2 million over 5 years to help achieve its aim of introducing more trees into urban and residential areas. In Worcestershire the Biodiversity Partnership and Countryside Service Greenspace team are working together to provide information to interested groups when more details of the scheme are available. 

Partnership report on activity

The Biodiversity Partnership has produced a report on activity covering the period April 2009 to Winter 2011, which can be downloaded from the partnership website.

Finally, with the BAP review completed and priorities agreed and defined, the partnership is very much focusing on active delivery with numerous bids being developed or already submitted, covering wetlands, orchards and acid grassland communities to name a few. However, the funding package for the partnership coordination work (i.e. the BAP Manager role itself) is looking vulnerable due to current financial constraints. Various sources are being investigated to secure further funding to enable this work to continue, but partners and other organisations are being encouraged to consider the value of the work of the biodiversity partnership and whether they might be able to offer any support. 



	Issues arising for WPEG


	None

	Next Steps


	Completion and dissemination of biodiversity opportunity work.

	Forthcoming Key dates


	9th  March – workshop to develop biodiversity opportunity maps. Contact BAP Managers for more information. 

11th May – next Annual Meeting of the partnership



	Contact


	Becky Lashley/Alex Kinnersley, Biodiversity Action Plan Managers

01905 766852 biodiversity@worcestershire.gov.uk
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	Topic Area


	Water Group

	Update

	

	Issues arising for WPEG


	

	Next Steps


	

	Forthcoming Key dates


	

	Contact


	Stuart Gamble (Environment Management Team Leader Environment Agency) 01562 534127 stuart.gamble@environment-agency.gov.uk
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