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WORCESTERSHIRE PARTNERSHIP ENVIRONMENT GROUP
HELD AT WYCHAVON DISTRICT COUNCIL, PERSHORE
WEDNESDAY 3 MARCH 2010 10:00AM-12:00PM

MINUTES
Present:
Dave Throup, Environment Agency (Chair)


Dale Bristow, Worcestershire County Council



Rosie Murray, Malvern Hills District Council



Sian Griffiths, Malvern Hills District Council



Mark July, Natural England

Wayne Barnes, Forestry Commission

Steve Jorden, Wychavon District Council



Philippa Usher, Mental Health and PCT

Sarah Evans, Worcester City Council

Adam Mindykowski, Worcestershire County Council

Mike Glyde, Worcestershire County Council

David Howatson, GOWM

Andy Maginnis, Worcestershire County Council

Cllr Liz Tucker, Worcestershire County Council

Catherine Ainsworth, Worcestershire County Council

Rachel Jones, Act on Energy
Hayley Bosworth, Worcestershire County Council (Minute taker)
Jane Ridgley, Worcestershire Partnership

Jenny Moreton, Wyre Forest District Council
Geoff Carpenter, Wychavon District Council

Apologies:
Ben Horovitz, Worcestershire County Council



Tony Beysens, FWAG



Glyn West, Worcestershire County Council



Ceridwen John, Bromsgrove/Redditch Borough Council


Roisin Hanks, The Duckworth Trust


H & W Fire & Rescue Service



Tom Richards, Earth Heritage Trust



Cllr Tracey Onslow, Wyre Forest District Council



Victoria Bryant, Worcestershire County Council



Heather Barrett, University of Worcester



Libby Orr, Malvern Hills LSP

i)
David Throup welcomed attendees and introductions were made.
ii)
Minutes of the last meeting were agreed.
1) Information Items

a) Introduction to the Environment of Wychavon (Steve Jorden/Geoff Carpenter)
Geoff Carpenter gave a presentation on the environment of Wychavon District.
He outlined that Wychavon is the biggest District in Worcestershire and has a successful reputation and there aim is to deliver excellent services and make life better for everyone.

Climate Change

· 5 year plan to reduce impacts of Climate Change and reduce household energy consumption.

· Signatories to Worcestershire Climate Change pledge and Nottingham declaration.  
· Climate Change action plan working in partnership with Energy Saving Trust and Carbon Trust.

· Warmer Worcestershire project – helping residents be energy efficient and reduce energy consumption.

Other environmental work

· Waste collection and recycling (recycling facility in Norton)

· Street cleaning and fly tipping enforcement

· Environmental Health – air quality, contaminated land, noise, industrial pollution

· Parks, open spaces and natural reserves, Pershore Wetlands, Droitwich Canal

· Raise public awareness and benefits

For more information please see attached presentation.
b) Update on Shared Services across Worcestershire
SJ talked about shared services in Wychavon


4 councils have signed up to a shared Property Services which will go live on 

1 June 2010.
Scope – Environmental Health, Trading Standards, Licensing – this does not include crime, waste collection or flooding

LT agrees with the principle of these services but was unsure of the clarity of the services being delivered and mentioned that it may be a struggle to fund longer term services.

SJ stated that Climate Change is not mentioned in the scope and it depends on the County Council and how they influence the districts and priorities set.
DT stated that this is not the end of progress in this area. Public sector delivery will be under increasing scrutiny in coming months and years and future efficiency drives are likely to become more radical. Other Agencies (such as the EA) are expecting to be part of the process.
c) Progress report on WPEG's LAA Indicators: Summary (Jane Ridgley)
WPEG report being done differently for report due to timing of meeting.  Highlighting areas of different performance, please feedback to Jane if happy with the report.
NI 186 is on target – set on green for performance assessment and activity.
Per capita carbon emissions for county to reduce emissions by the end of LAA agreement next year.  

NI 188 – Worcestershire County Council adopting for impacts on Climate Change Risk Assessment Plan will be completed by the end of the month.

Districts had trouble getting resources but optimistic for getting finished by the end of the month.
NI 188 Green for level for County Council level and districts are red for performance/Amber for activity.  


SJ Flooding – good progress


Guidance kit kept changing


NI 187 RJ is on target

For more information, please see attachment (WPEG Performance Update).
d) Comprehensive Area Assessment Results for Worcestershire

Reducing carbon emissions, water and partnership

Green Flag – recognising its being taken seriously in partnership.  Organisations working on internal energy use.

CA does not think that we communicate as we should and thinks that there is scope for improvement.


DT said that there aren’t many green flags nationally and we should be proud of our success.

CA a green flag is only for a year, if we need another green flag we need to move forward.


MJ commented that only 6 districts have got a green flag

MJ proposed for Climate Change Officers secondments working in a different organisations.
DT red flag in Worcestershire for flood defences.  High level Task Group has been set up to explore  what can be done for Tenbury to protect community more.
e) Introduction to 'Total place' project (Dave Throup)
Project is looking at the big picture for public sector spend.
Current spend in Worcestershire is 4 billion a year.  Pilot areas in Worcestershire are looking at premises, NEET, accommodation.
Government will issue report/findings for pilot schemes which will include environmental spend.

We hope to do an environmental version which tries to quantify the contribution the Public Sector makes to environmental delivery. ACTION DT, JR and DB

f) A Green Infrastructure Framework for Worcestershire (Dale Bristow/Mark July)
Dale gave a presentation on Planning for Green Infrastructure in Worcester. 

The main theme of this presentation is planning and ecology, landscape and shared services information has also gone into this as well.
Purpose to introduce GI as a concept, its benefits and how it is being addressed at the sub regional scale.

Benefits of GI Planning

· Environmental

· Social 

· Economic

GI is a strategically planned and delivered network comprising the broadest range of high quality green spaces and other environment features.  
Environment - Improves landscape quality and amenity.  Protects and reconnects habitat networks.  Supports environmental processes.


Social – Improves health and wellbeing, community cohesion and local pride.
Economic – Increase property and land values.  Attracts investment and employers.  Provide cost savings eg. reducing need for flood attenuation measures.


MJ developing ideas for sub regional level, which is important for delivery.


Focus is on creating sustainable communities.


For more information please see attached presentation.
2) Items with recommendations
a) Worcester Transport Strategy (Steve Harrison)

Michele Jones gave a presentation on the Worcester Transport Strategy and Phase 1 of the major scheme bid in place of Steve Harrison.  
The County Council does not have the funding for a new infrastructure, however the Worcester Transport Strategy is a long term packages of measures.  Delivery will need to be in phases.

Details below: 

Full Worcester Transport Strategy

Highways improvements:

Proposed construction of a new North West Link Road
Proposed junction improvements

· Rail – Worcestershire parkway

· Station enhancements

· Walking/cycling measures

· New cycling/walking routes proposed

· Secure cycle parking

· Maybe looking at motor cycle parking

· New park and ride sites
· Regional funding allocation
For more information please see attached presentation.

b) West of Worcester Strategic Development Site (Sian Griffiths/Rosie Murray)
SG/RM gave a presentation on South Worcestershire – Joint Core Strategy (An update on progress)

The SWJCS is:

The big strategic plan for development in South Worcestershire up to 2026 for larger allocations and big issue:

Accompanied by a sister document known as the site allocations and policies.

It is a mandatory requirement for each authority to prepare a Core Strategy.

Worcestershire growth in the future

Possible early planning applications

· Worcester West

· Droitwich

· Evesham

· Pershore

· Tenbury Wells

· Martley

· Fernhill Heath

· North Claines

· Bevere (Gwillams Farm)

· Worcester South (Norton Barracks)

DT commented that the green infrastructure is a good way of collectively puling 
information together. WPEG agreed to endorse this approach and way forward. A Green Infrastructure workshop has been organised by NE/WCC on 12 March. All encourage to attend.
For more information please see attached presentation.
Any Other Business

RJ informed the WPEG Group that on 15 April 2010 there is a summit at the council 'Dine to be warm'.  This is closely linked to fuel poverty and energy efficiency.

Dates and Venues for next meetings

(subject to potential changes from Worcestershire Partnership events calendar)


2nd June 2010 (10.00-12.00) – Envirosort


1st September 2010 (10.00-12.00) – Bromsgrove/Redditch
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