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A SNAPSOT OF WORCESTERSHIRE’S ENVIRONMENT
Worcestershire is one of the most environmentally diverse counties in Britain. It has a very varied geology and landform. The County encompasses the southern limit of many northern plant and animal species, and the northern limit of species found in the south, and is therefore exceptionally rich ecologically. 

Some of Worcestershire’s landscapes, such as the Malvern Hills and the Wyre Forest, have been recognised nationally as being among the most notable in the country.

Despite this recognised high quality environment, the situation is by no means ideal and our environment cannot be taken for granted. Worcestershire retains amongst the lowest proportion of semi-natural habitat in England, and landscape-scale conservation will be needed if this is to be reversed.
Worcestershire’s geological sites provide a window in which to view the past, but the loss of such sites continues, with the recent destruction of a Site of Special Scientific Interest and Regionally Important Geological Site, and up to 40% of all significant recorded sites in the county over the last 20-30 years have been lost. 

Worcestershire has experienced significant flooding which has had a dramatic impact upon the County’s residents and economy. Approximately 10% of the land area of Worcestershire is at risk of flooding - the second highest percentage in the West Midlands. Worcestershire also has the 3rd highest number of properties at ‘high’ risk of flooding in the West Midlands. 

The Worcestershire Citizens Panel survey showed that 83% of respondents thought it important that action was taken in Worcestershire to tackle climate change. This is a major challenge as CO2 emissions from domestic energy use and road transport are higher than the West Midlands regional average. However, the more we do now to reduce emissions, the less extreme the expected impact will be.

Adapting to the already inevitable effects of climate change is important for Worcestershire. This will include considering the way that we manage the environment to alleviate, rather than exacerbate such issues as flooding.
We expect to see significant growth – in terms of new houses and businesses – across the County over the coming years. It will be vital to balance the demand for new development with the need to protect the natural environment.

ACTION BASED ON EVIDENCE
WPEG’s priorities and key work areas are assessed using the best available evidence. This is taken from a range of information sources at national, regional and local level. Much of this data is supplied by WPEG partners. The State of the Environment Group is part of WPEG and provides a measure of the condition of the County’s natural and historic environment. We need robust information about our environmental assets. This means going beyond knowing “where” and “how many”, but actively monitoring how well assets are functioning, and charting whether this is getting better or worse. This allows WPEG to concentrate resources on those areas with greatest need, and provides us with the knowledge to inform and advise the Partnership (for example when negotiating the Local Area Agreement).

In the interests of sustainability, the State of the Environment Report is an online-only resource. To find out more, and to see a video exploring some of the key issues explored in the report, please visit www.worcestershirepartnership.org.uk/wpeg/soe
DELIVERING THE SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY STRATEGY AND LOCAL AREA AGREEMENT
WPEG aims to advance the environmental threads of the Sustainable Community Strategy and to act as the primary advisor to the Worcestershire Partnership on all environmental matters. The four environmental ‘priority outcomes’ within the Sustainable Community Strategy are:

	SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY STRATEGY



	To enhance Worcestershire’s countryside and urban greenspace and appropriate access to them while protecting the natural and historic environment


	To maximise the diversion of waste away from landfill through prevention, re-use, recycling/ composting and recovery



	To address issues of water quality, supply, and consumption and land drainage in Worcestershire


	To increase energy efficiency and increase the proportion of energy generated from renewable sources




Alongside the four Priority Outcomes, WPEG also has a duty to further the cross-cutting themes in the strategy; this means Tackling the Challenges of Climate Change; Community Engagement; and Promoting Community Cohesion in Worcestershire.
The Local Area Agreement 2008-2011 contains 5 indicators ‘owned’ by WPEG:
	LOCAL AREA AGREEMENT 2008-11



	NI 186 Per capita CO2 emissions in the Local Authority area


	NI 187 Tackling fuel poverty – percentage of people receiving income based benefits living in homes with a low energy efficiency rating



	NI 188 Adapting to climate change


	NI 193 Municipal waste land filled



	Local Indicator: All vulnerable areas identified, integrated flood risk management plans developed and implemented; Improved flood-warning system in place at parish level




Each of these indicators has an Action Plan, and delivery of the agreed targets within these Action Plans forms a major element of work for WPEG partners. However, WPEG is not solely driven by the delivery of the LAA, and maintains a role as an environmental ‘champion’ within Worcestershire.
KEY PRIORITIES

WPEG's priorities need to reflect those key areas of concern that are both critical to Worcestershire's environment, and which require Partnership action (rather than single agency input) to address. If there are critical issues that are being taken care of substantially by one body, then these would not be suitable for WPEG to adopt as priorities.
Building upon a strong evidence base and reflecting the Sustainable Community Strategy and Local Area Agreement, WPEG has developed three priorities: Biodiversity; Climate Change; and Water. They help guide limited resources and expertise where it is needed most.  The WPEG structure reflects these priorities.
Each of the priorities has its own sub-group which, together with the State of the Environment Group, report to WPEG. This allows the most suitable people to be engaged on the appropriate priorities on a more formal basis, with WPEG endorsement, support and scrutiny to ensure the outcomes are being achieved.


The priorities are used as the first point of reference when considering where to focus WPEG activity. However, it is recognised that there are discrete areas of work which may not fall directly within the priorities, but which can be equally valuable to preserving and enhancing the County’s environment. These work areas may require WPEG support (personnel or financial) or endorsement, and the Group will agree on these issues as and when they arise in accordance with the WPEG Endorsement Protocol.
The importance of the environment stretches beyond the range of expertise and interest within WPEG’s membership, and for this reason WPEG will continue to build relationships and identify key linkages with other theme groups. Whilst the LAA will be a significant delivery method for the priorities, there will be other work areas beyond the LAA that will continue to make a valuable contribution.

WPEG's priorities will be reviewed annually to ensure they continue to reflect those areas where the greatest need arises. This assessment will be based upon the best available evidence at the time, including the State of the Environment Report.
WORCESTERSHIRE’S ENVIRONMENTAL OPPORTUNITIES

The environmental challenges facing Worcestershire are significant. But the County's environment also affords a wealth of opportunities.

New development, if managed sensitively, can yield improvements to the local environment, for example through the regeneration of brownfield sites. WPEG’s partnership working allows for a wide variety of expertise across the public, private and third sectors to come together for the benefit of the environment. This means that as the environmental advisor to the Partnership, WPEG is able to identify opportunities for maximising environmental benefits in strategies and plans and to encourage adequate investment in the environment.

Opportunities arising within the environment can be beneficial across a number of theme groups. These linkages (for example a project yielding clear benefits not only to the environment, but also to health and the economy) provide the most accessible examples of cross-theme working. But there are also instances of environmental opportunities that need to be seized solely for their own sake, with spin-off benefits that may not be as noticeable or may not occur at all.

WHO IS INVOLVED?

WPEG has a large and varied membership, with senior representatives from the public, private and voluntary sectors. A full membership list is available on at: www.worcestershirepartnership.org.uk/wpeg
Delivery of WPEG's priorities is coordinated through WPEG's task groups, but will require input from other individuals and organisations as necessary, both within and beyond WPEG's membership.

Progress against specific milestones will be monitored through the State of the Environment Report and the formalised arrangements for the LAA, including periodic reporting at the Worcestershire Partnership's Performance Management Task Group.

DELIVERY OF PRIORITIES
	


	Objectives


	Outputs


	Delivery Methods



	Biodiversity


	Improve the condition of local sites

Improve the condition of SSSIs

More land under active environmental management

Priority habitats increased?

	Delivery of NI197


	BAP

GAP

Strategic and Local Planning

	

	Climate Change


	Reducing CO2 emissions

Improving energy efficiency

Adapting to climate change

Better understanding of climate change and its impacts in Worcestershire

	Delivery of NI186

Delivery of NI187


Delivery of NI188

Reliable, contextualised evidence base


	LAA Delivery Plans

Climate Change Strategies

Strategic and Local Planning

State of the Environment Report indicators

Local Climate Impacts Profile


	

	Water


	Improve water quality

Reduce the risk of flooding

Ensure an adequate supply of water for future needs

	NI 189

Local indicator on flooding


	Water Framework Directive

CFMP Local Actions
Strategic and Local Planning


FURTHER INFORMATION

There is a wealth of information on environmental priorities available on WPEG's website. These pages also provide further information on the structure and membership of WPEG, and include links to the State of the Environment report:
www.worcestershirepartnership.org.uk/wpeg
REVIEW DATE

This document will be reviewed on an annual basis to reflect emerging evidence.












Water





87.5%





In 2006, 87.5% of Worcestershire's rivers were found to have moderate to high levels of nitrates. Worcestershire's rivers are amongst the poorest in the region for nitrate and phosphate pollution, possibly due to the amount of agriculture in the large rural areas of the county.





Water availability is limited and with significant future growth in housing and businesses in the County, pressures on this resource are likely to increase.














Biodiversity





82.44%





In 2008, only 82.44% of Worcestershire’s SSSIs were classed as ‘good’ or ‘coming good’, against a national target of 95% by 2010.





Furthermore, the condition of Worcestershire's local sites (such as Special Wildlife Sites) is currently poor overall, and is declining.





























Climate Change





7.3 Tonnes





Carbon dioxide emissions in Worcestershire equate to 7.3 tonnes per capita (2006 data). Carbon Dioxide emissions in Worcestershire are higher than the Regional (7.1t) average.





Worcestershire's 'Eco-Footprint', which measures the environmental impact made by the County as a result of the people who live and work here, shows that we take up the equivalent of 5.53 hectares per person. This is above the UK average and is over 250% higher than the average for the whole world.











WPEG’s Thematic Priorities
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