Community Strategy/Local Area Agreement priorities for WPEG

WPEG’s priorities are in part delivered through Worcestershire’s Community Strategy and Local Area Agreement. 

‘Partnership Towards Excellence’ is the Community Strategy For Worcestershire 2003 – 2013. This document is “an overarching document that is supported and delivered through a whole range of local plans, strategies and delivery agencies”. As part of the Worcestershire Partnership, WPEG has a role to advance the environmental threads of the Strategy, which are contained in the chapter ‘A better environment - for today and for our children’. This chapter has the following vision for Worcestershire’s environment, which provides a framework for WPEG’s work:

Our vision is for Worcestershire’s environment, and its individual components, to be protected, conserved and enhanced to ensure that we keep the best of our inheritance for future generations.
Since publication of the Community Strategy in 2003, Worcestershire has developed a Local Area Agreement (LAA), which is seen as a way of “improving quality of life in Worcestershire, whilst reducing bureaucracy, making more efficient use of our limited resources and negotiating freedoms and flexibilities to remove barriers to improved service delivery”. The LAA comprises a series of ‘blocks’ that reflect the key priorities across the County. 

For WPEG, the key element of the LAA is Block B: ‘A Better Environment – for Today and Tomorrow’. This block contains the following four outcomes, which will be central to the work of WPEG:

B1
To have cleaner, greener and safer public spaces

B2
To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to the impacts of climate change

B3
To reduce waste and increase recycling

B4
To protect and improve Worcestershire’s natural environment / biodiversity
A draft Sustainable Community Strategy, which will be a refreshed version of the existing Strategy, is being produced (as of 2007). The priorities within this revised Strategy will help to determine the content of future LAA’s. 

The priorities within the draft SCS are:

To protect and improve Worcestershire’s natural and historic environment 

To promote the prevention, re-use, recycling and recovery of waste 

To address issues of water quality, supply, consumption and drainage in Worcestershire 

To increase energy efficiency and increase the amount of energy generated from renewable sources
It is important to note that cutting across all priorities within the SCS are three cross cutting themes of Tackling Environmental Challenges like Climate Change and Flooding; Community Engagement; and Promoting Community Cohesion in Worcestershire. In undertaking its work WPEG should have regard to these themes.

