	Briefing note for Cultural Theme Group 



	Topic Area
	Heritage Task Group

	Update


	This task group was one of the new sub-groups within the Cultural Theme Group.  Therefore, it needed to start completely from scratch, looking at objectives and membership.

On the 23rd July, officers with responsibility for Heritage in the County and District Councils were invited to attend a scoping meeting.  Officers attended from Redditch, Wychavon, Worcester City, Wyre Forest and Worcestershire County.

Purpose: Sustainable Community Strategy included the action for Heritage as the following: ‘Use innovative ways to broaden access to Worcestershire’s heritage (museums, archaeology and archives) for everyone in the County to develop a sense of place and identity and a pride in where they live’
Scope: Heritage could be quite a wide remit.  It was agreed that, because of the role of heritage within the Environment Group, the scope of this task group would be to focus on promotion of and access to heritage and that heritage in this context concerned heritage collections and built heritage.  

Membership: It was agreed that membership should include the voluntary and community sector and professional organisations too.  However, membership could not be decided until a further session was held to start to clarify objectives

Objectives: It was agreed that these needed to be clear and manageable, plug into existing internal work and existing partnerships and be responsive to consultation.  This would be both existing consultation and also thoughts in response to a brief survey that would be sent now to organisations related to heritage to identify their current objectives and their views on gaps in provision and to non-heritage based organisations too to identify their views about gaps.  It was agreed that a further session would then be held to clarify objectives (see Next Steps)

	Issues arising for CTG
	Malvern and Bromsgrove have, since the meeting, have identified possible attendees to the mapping session.

	Next steps


	The next meeting would be held in the Autumn (still with officers at the moment) and would map out 

· existing objectives 

· existing partnerships between organisations dealing with heritage provision 

· consultation results that existed and responses to the questionnaire to identify existing objectives and gaps 

The results of this session would then inform the new objectives of the Task Group, the terms of reference and the membership that would be needed to fulfil this.  Invites to join the Task Group could then be sent out and the Task Group action plan, as part of the new Cultural Strategy could then be created.    

	Forthcoming key dates
	Mapping meeting to be held in Autumn

	Contact
	Debbie Birch, Heritage Partnerships Manager, WCC


