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Representing Central Government in the South East
	To: LSP leads, LA Culture leads, Culture and Sport regional partners, Culture South East, SEEDA, LSC, GOSE Locality Managers, theme leads, National and regional GO DCMS leads

	Clare Marett

Head of Communities and Culture


	
	1st Floor

	
	Bridge House

	
	1 Walnut Tree Close

Guildford

GU1 4GA

Switchboard: 01483 882255

Tel: 01483 884838

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	e-mail: clare.marett@gose.gsi.gov.uk


	
	www.go-se.gov.uk

	
	8th November 2007


Dear Colleague
RE: LAA Culture and Sport Toolkit www.seco.org.uk/laatoolkit
I am writing to inform you about a web based toolkit that has been developed to support LSPs to understand the contribution of culture and sport to community life. The toolkit can be accessed via www.seco.org.uk/laatoolkit I would be grateful if you could forward this information about the site to other officers in your organisation who you think should be aware of the site.
The Purpose of this toolkit is to support Local Strategic Partnerships to embed culture and sport within their Local Area Agreement, provide clarity about how culture can support the aims of the sustainable community strategy and to raise awareness of the important contribution that culture and sport can bring to community life.  The toolkit aims to link culture to national and regional strategies as well as with key policy areas. This will support local authority officers who want to make a strong case for culture to be recognised as a local priority.  We aim to keep the toolkit up to date with key policy changes as they happen and at regular times throughout the year. 
The section “How to use the toolkit” provides clear information about how to get best use out of the toolkit.

Structure of toolkit

There are at a glance documents for quick reference and the toolkit is divided into two types of information- Modules and Themes. 

· Modules allow you to look at key drivers, how culture contributes to local priority outcomes, relationship models, performance management and case studies. 

· Theme enable the user to link culture and sport to a particular aspect of the LAA and how culture can assist in its delivery. The 9 key themes are; Children and young people, Health and wellbeing, Crime, Communities, Skills, Economy, Environment, Housing, Transport. 

The test site provides you with the opportunity to leave feedback on the “Feedback” section and we would value your comments to support us in understanding how the site could work better and what additional information you would find useful.  

The toolkit has been developed in partnership by GOSE, Culture South East, South East England Development Agency, Learning and Skills Council, MLA SE, Sport England SE, Arts Council SE, English Heritage, Tourism South East as well as input from Slough, Hampshire and West Sussex local authorities.  The toolkit is endorsed nationally by DCMS. We would value your feedback via the website to enable us to inform these discussions and look forward to hearing your comments. 

Yours sincerely
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Clare Marett
Head of Communities and Culture
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