	Topic Area


	Historic Environment

	Update


	The much-anticipated Heritage Act has now been delayed with no indication of when (if at all) it might be introduced to Parliament.  The official explanation is the need to find parliamentary time for emergency financial measures.

DCMS and English Heritage have, however, stressed that the process of reform will continue. The new centrepiece seems likely to be the new PPS to replace PPG 15 and 16.  This will enter public consultation in ?April and will require careful scrutiny. As important as the PPS itself will be the accompanying guidance.  

Meanwhile a considerable amount of work is being undertaken at both national and local level to map the structure and processes of historic environment services, with a view to making them more efficient and streamlined within the spirit of the heritage protection reforms.  In Worcestershire, this is likely to be brought to the agenda of the Chief Planning Officers Group in the spring.   There is already considerable national interest in the Worcestershire approach to the reforms (Malcolm Atkin presented a paper on the development of the Historic Environment Record to an LGA conference on 3 February) and we hope to translate this into funding!!!. 

The recession is beginning to seriously impact upon the archaeology field profession.  One unit based within the region has gone into liquidation.   The concern for local authority HE Services, through their role as planning advisors, is to ensure that projects undertaken as part of the planning process are both completed – and completed up to acceptable standards.  Any evidence of reducing standards to try to reduce costs will need to be monitored and resisted. 



	Issues arising for WPEG


	Monitor progress of discussions within CADPOG and try to ensure that the development of improved joint working between historic environment services is seen as a priority area.



	Next steps


	Contribute to consultation on PPS.

	Forthcoming key dates


	

	Contact


	Malcolm Atkin, Manager, County Council Historic Environment and Archaeology Service

matkin@worcesterhsire.gov.uk or 01905 855474




	Topic Area


	Material Resources & Waste and LAA B3

	Update
	Predicted end of year performance against B3a for 2008/09

Reduction in the percentage of municipal waste landfilled 47.57% (performance), (53.00%) (target) ON TARGET.
Increase in the percentage of municipal waste recycled 31.26%, (30.00%) ON TARGET.
Construction work is well under way for the 105,000 tonne capacity Commingled Material Reclamation Facility at Norton, Worcestershire. The steel frame for the building has been erected, roof and wall panels attached.  Still on target for completion in Autumn 2009. This will help increase recycling performance in the County and divert material away from landfill.

The Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy for Herefordshire & Worcestershire has been reviewed and was released for consultation in the week commencing 16th February.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	

	Next steps


	

	Forthcoming key dates


	LATS Target Year 2009/10, 2012/13.

	Contact


	Richard Woodward Waste Services Manager 01905 768262


	Topic Area


	Streetscene and Open Spaces

	Update


	Green Flag – the districts will now have reapplied for the 2009 award scheme.  I would anticipate that this years will be pretty much of a stand still but with the current financial situation there is a possibility that some councils will not reapply this year.

Play – year two playbuilder is going to start in April. 2009/10 will see an addition 9 natural play spaces across the county.

Year 1 has been a success and 6 play areas will be opened by April.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	Parks and open spaces are often amongst the first to be hit in financially difficult times.  If the number of Green Flag awards drops markedly this year in Worcestershire (currently 11) it will mean that either the districts are either looking to reduce costs by not applying or, more seriously, that they are applying but the standards are dropping.



	Next steps


	Watch the results in July of the 2009 Green Flag award possibly with a view to making a statement in August stating the importance of high quality parks and open spaces.



	Forthcoming key dates


	Green Flag results announced in July 09



	Contact


	D Manning


	Topic Area


	Community Strategy Task Group

	Update


	Community Strategy Task Group (CSTG) met on 8th January 2008. No specific items for WPEG, although members may be interested in a revised Cultural Strategy that has been developed by the Cultural Theme Group. This updates the previous strategy to ensure it now aligns with the 
Sustainable Community Strategy. An Olympics Action Plan has also been developed by Peter Turvey.

A suitable company had been identified to undertake the Warmer Worcestershire project through the tender process. Negotiations were ongoing to ensure the costs were acceptable, as the entire budget could not be spent purely on the flyover element; some of the funds are needed for interpretation and targeted interventions following the survey.


Management Group were being approached by Amanda Smith with a request for funding for a ‘historic community support officer’.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	No issues arising for WPEG.



	Next steps


	None identified.



	Forthcoming key dates


	Next meeting of CSTG 9 March 2009; 10am; Great Malvern Room, County Hall



	Contact


	Ben Horovitz, 01905 766097

bhorovitz@worcestershire.gov.uk



	Topic Area


	State of the Environment Report

	Update


	The State of the Environment Task Group met on 11th February 2009. A revised style of the web-based report has been developed and is currently being rolled out, with the aim of going ‘live’ for the new data publication around June.

A new protocol for data collection has been drafted to provide data contributors with greater certainty when planning the work.

Investigations are ongoing over the possibility of commissioning work to look at the condition of local sites, and to identify critical sites on need of better management. This would benefit not only the SoE report, but would also help collection of data to inform National Indicator NI197.



	Issues arising for WPEG


	No immediate issues arising for WPEG.



	Next steps


	None identified.



	Forthcoming key dates


	Next meeting of SoE Group 13th May 2009, County Hall



	Contact


	Ben Horovitz, 01905 766097

bhorovitz@worcestershire.gov.uk



	Topic Area


	Landscape, Biodiversity and Geodiversity

	Update

	NB updates on the 2006 – 2009 LAA targets are included in this report.

Geodiversity

Geodiversity Action Plan – on target to be published by the end of March. The Plan will be hosted on the BARS website and will sit alongside the BAP. This will enable a greater degree of overlap and cross-reference to the two documents. The published folder will summarise the objectives and actions, with further details on actions and annual targets being set will be hosted on the Earth Heritage Trust’s website and BARS.  

LGS/RIGS condition monitoring - It is anticipated that all the Local Geological Sites (the new DEFRA name for RIGS), within the Malvern Hills AONB will have been condition monitored by the end of March. A further 10 condition assessments across the county are being funded by Natural England.

Regional Geodiversity website - With funding from Natural England, the West Midlands Geodiversity Partnership has been developing a regional website. It is anticipated that this will go live in the spring. 

2006 – 2009 LAA targets:

      Geodiversity Action Plan

i. By March 2009 a geodiversity audit of the county will have been completed. COMPLETED
ii. By March 2009 the GAP will have been written and launched ON TARGET
iii. The Gap amongst other things, will define the programme for the future RIGS surveying and designation – a qualitative, quantitative and timeframe programme. It will also include as a measure indicator, work to assess the condition of RIGS and subsequent conservation/enhancement work.

Landscape

2006 – 2009 LAA targets:

Landscape Character Assessment

I          .By the end of 2007 the landscape character assessment will be availalble   

            for public access via the Internet. COMPLETED
i. By the end of 2009, an analysis of the sensitivity  of the county’s landscape will have been undertaken. ON TARGET
Biodiversity

NE State of the environment report - last year Natural England produced a State of the Environment Report for England (link is -  http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/publications/sone/default.aspx)

The key issue arising for WPEG is the need for continued, secure and increased investment in the county evidence base for monitoring trends and changes in the stock and condition of Biodiversity, Landscape and Geodiversity assets, so we can say how well policy is working and how climate change and development is impacting on these assets.

A West Midlands focussed State of the Environment report is expected in March 09.

Worcestershire Habitat Inventory – a consultation document setting out the proposed methodology for analysing the Worcestershire Habitat Inventory to provide preliminary maps identifying the potential for, and opportunities and constraints regarding the conservation, restoration and enhancement of sites and networks of semi-natural habitat in the county was sent out in Feb 09, with a closing date for comments of 3rd March. Contact Phil Vincent pvincent@worcestershire.gov.uk for more information.

2006 – 2009 LAA targets:

Habitat Mapping Project

i. Completion of habitat mapping project, covering whole county by December 2008 COMPLETED
ii. Analysis of habitat mapping information to assess specific habitat coverage and spatial distribution by December 2009. ON TARGET
Biodiversity Action Plan Implementation – the Biodiversity Partnership is aiming to confirm its priority areas of work at the next Coordination Group meeting on April 22nd. Prior to this some reports are available at www.worcestershire.gov.uk/biodiversity/partnership (under BAP Delivery projects at the bottom of the page) which set out the context to the priority setting exercise. Responses to these documents are welcomed, with a closing date of March 27th 09.

2006 – 2009 LAA targets:
Biodiversity Action Plan

ii. By March 2009 the county’s Biodiversity Action Plan will have been reviewed including a spatial strategy for delivery of  biodiversity conservation and enhancement ( as part of  Phase 2 of the region-wide Landscapes for Living Strategy) BAP REVIEW COMPLETED, SPATIAL STRATEGY LINKED TO HABITAT MAPPING ANALYSIS DUE TO COMPLETE BY DEC 09.

      Special Wildlife Site Review

i. By march 2009 the review of the county’s existing Special Wildlife Sites will have been completed and the schedule circulated to relevant authorities and partners ON TARGET


	Issues arising for WPEG


	To note that all the 2006 – 2009 LAA targets have either been completed or are on target for completion by the required dates.



	Next Steps


	Biodiversity Partnership Coordination Group will be meeting on April 22nd to finalise its priority areas of work.



	Forthcoming Key dates
	As above.



	Contact


	Alex Kinnersley

akinnersley@worcestershire.gov.uk
01905 766852




	Briefing note

Topic Area
	Climate Change Task Group

	Update


	WP Climate Change Strategy review.  Strategy is now out for consultation. Consultation officially ends 27th February. A copy of the draft strategy can be found at http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/home/wcc-sustainability-climatechange-2008strategy-revision 

Draft strategy has been taken to WP Management group and WETTG and some partners management groups.

Funding obtained through LAA learning to deliver. £92,000 for thermal flyover project to support NI 186 (LA area CO2 emissions) and NI 187 (Fuel poverty).  Bluesky won the contract and have begun carrying out flyovers (over 12 nights) conditions permitting.  Data to be cross-referenced in-house with benefit data to target fuel poverty.  Data should be available by June.

Switch it off campaign 2007 won the Energy Institute Award for Communication, runner up for Sustainable Development UK Award and was short listed for Energy Efficiency Awards.

2008 campaign achieved a 97MW reduction in Energy use across Worcestershire, Warwickshire and Coventry

NI 188 - WCC beginning climate change risk assessment process, Wyre Forest also working on NI188.  

Bromsgrove & Redditch Councils have approved funding for joint climate change post 

WCC ran Tackling Climate Change Beacon Open day Jan 8th



	Issues arising for WPEG


	Risk of not meeting target of level 1 for NI188 by March 2009 through lack of resources in some districts. WCC and Wyre Forest expected to meet target.  

Climate change strategy consultation. Any last comments should be sent by the end of week.

Partnership members can contribute to action plan (see back of draft strategy)

	Next steps


	Climate Change strategy to go to WP management group meeting 12th June and Partnership board 17th July

Following on from the strategy the climate change group will be developing an action plan which incorporates NI188 and 186 delivery plans

Countywide awareness raising for Warmer Worcestershire project

Self assessment for NI188 

	Forthcoming key dates


	10th March – Tackling Climate Change through Learning for Sustainability conference – Bishops Wood Centre contact Rowenna Skidmore rskidmore@worcestershire.gov.uk to book place

16th March 10.00 – County Hall - WP Climate Change Group  

12.00 District & County Council Climate group

23rd March – climate change seminar - Worcester Woods Countryside Centre – update on latest climate change science – Prof John Thornes - Uni of Birmingham & Climate Change Policy – Rebecca Gill – GOWM  - Contact Matt Stockford mStockford@worcestershire.gov.uk  to book place

31st March target date for reaching level 1 for NI188

	Contact
	For further info: Liz Alston, 01905 766745, EAlston@worcestershire.gov.uk


