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Statement of the Content,
Consultation and Participation

This Strategy covers the period 2003 – 2013. It provides the strategic management
framework for issues relating to countryside access and recreation within Worcestershire.
It considers the key strategic issues of recreation and access in relation to:

Access for All

Access to Land

Community Involvement

Conflict Resolution

Environmental Management

Awareness, Expectations and Standards of Facilities

Health and Well-being

Rural Regeneration

Transportation

The Strategy was prepared by a partnership of 26 organisations and has been subject
to extensive consultation. Each partner organisation has committed itself to the
implementation of the aims and objectives contained within the Strategy. An action plan
detailing how, when and by whom the objectives of the Strategy will be implemented,
will be supplementary to the Strategy.

The full list of Partners who have been involved in the preparation of this Strategy is
listed on the back cover of the Strategy.
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1.1 The County of Worcestershire is
located in the Heart of England and is
characterised by a landscape of great
diversity offering numerous countryside
recreation opportunities. In addition to the
542,000 residents this opportunity is also
available to a population of around 3 million
who live within an hour’s drive of the County.
It was estimated that in 2002 approximately
11.9 million visitors came to Worcestershire1,
many with the purpose of enjoying its
outstanding natural beauty and participating
in a countryside recreation activity. It should
not be surprising that surveys repeatedly
cite being able to enjoy the countryside as
being amongst the top priorities of local
residents and visitors:

• ‘82% of respondents felt that improving
opportunities to access the natural
environment would benefit them and
their family’ and

• ‘86% cited Country Parks and Recreation
sites as being very important or important
to their quality of life’2.

1.2 The variety and contrasts of
Worcestershire's landscapes greatly
influence the context of many recreational
activities, such as walking, horse-riding,
cycling and leisure driving, presenting both
visitors and residents with an abundant
‘resource’ for a wide range of recreation
experiences. For example the ancient
landscapes of central and western
Worcestershire can be intimate and
secluded, with their woodlands and
hedgerow oak trees, parklands and country
houses, and dense matrix of lanes and
footpaths, appealing particularly to the
naturalist and the historian.

1.3 The more open landscapes to the
south east of the county provide a marked
contrast, with their characteristic market
gardening and orchards and associated

roadside stalls and blossom routes, together
with prominent villages, offering architectural
interest and settings of particular appeal to
artists.

1.4 The landscapes of high slopes and
wooded hills, which border the county to
the west, north-east and south-east, provide
more challenging conditions, rewarding
visitors with splendid panoramic views of
the surrounding lowlands. The eastern
slopes of the Malvern Hills offer the
additional potential for hang-gliding and
similar activities, whilst the expanse of
common land below provides ideal
opportunities for kite flying and orienteering.

1.5 In total contrast, walking, canoeing
or fishing the Severn, Teme or Avon allows
the flat river valley landscapes to be
explored.

1.6 The range of different recreation
‘opportunities’ available within the County
include:

• managed countryside sites which offer
facilities and services to users such as
those at country parks, picnic sites, and
countryside visitor centres;

• the opportunity to be free to discover
greater solitude,  the natural environment
and attractions that are offered by
regional routes of more than a days
duration. Walking such long distance
w a y m a r k e d  r o u t e s  e . g .  t h e
Worcestershire Way gives confidence
to users about their right to be there and
what is expected of them;

• miles of public rights of way that simply
offer the opportunity to get away from
‘human trappings’ and be challenged by
the need to route find and pre plan a
visit.

1
Visit Heart of England Tourist Board 2002 on www.worcestershire.gov.uk 

2
Worcestershire County Council Citizens Panel November 2001.

1.  Background
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3
UK Day Visits survey 1998

4
pers comms, Worcestershire Bridleway and Riders Association

The Importance of Countryside Access & Recreation
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1.7 Along with its many other uses, the
countryside is also a valued recreational
asset. National research shows that 66 per
cent of the population visit the countryside
for a day trip at least once a year3. However,
as well as being important for the public’s
enjoyment of the countryside, access and
recreation initiatives can also contribute to
a better quality of life by being integrated
into a range of other public policy priorities
including:

• Economy:
The revenue brought in by visitors is a
valuable source of income. Recognising
that ‘recreational activities’ constitute an
element of ‘tourism’, it is worth noting
that the Visit Heart of England survey
on behalf of Worcestershire County
Council in 2002 calculated a visitor spend
locally of £422 million each year. It is
not just visitors however who contribute
to the local economy. Spending by local
residents on their recreation activities
also contributes e.g. the Worcestershire
Bridleway and Riders Association
estimate that it costs £1,800 a year to
keep a horse4.

• Health and well-being:
Participation in physical activities can
improve the health of participants by
overcoming the onset of obesity and
diabetes and in particular reducing the

risk of heart disease, the biggest single
cause of premature death in the UK. In
addition the social aspect and peace
and quiet associated with many
countryside recreation activities also
contribute to a sense of well-being.

• Environment:
The quality of the countryside is the
greatest attraction for many people.
Through contact with the environment,
the promotion of the need to protect its
intrinsic qualit ies can be better
understood and accepted. The
recreational use of land can also
contribute to the more sustainable
management of land benefit ing
biodiversity.

1.8 Overall it should be borne in mind
that recreational activities take place in a
countryside that is intensively farmed and
which is both home and workplace to many
people (35% of the population of
Worcestershire live outside of the urban
areas). Although often very localised and
limited in duration, it must be recognised
that recreational activities can sometimes
be associated with unwelcome and
undesirable consequences for those
affected. It will therefore be important that
any potential negative impacts associated
with recreation can be investigated,
predicted and mitigated.

Kite Flying on Waseley Hills
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Countryside Access Strategy for Herefordshire and Worcestershire,
Mid Term Review, April 1997.

 Scope of Strategy
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1.9 For the purposes of this Strategy,
the following terms are defined:

• access refers to ‘all the means of
enabling people to enjoy the countryside.
In particular, it includes the means of
getting into the countryside from the
main centres of population, as well as
what to do once there’5.

• ‘countryside recreation’ embraces a wide
range of activities, common to all is that
they are ‘characterised by their use of,
and access to, the natural environment’.

• landowners has been loosely used to
refer to land owners, managers and
agricultural tenants.

Although the larger towns of the County
are generally excluded from the scope of
this Strategy, the urban fringes are included
as they host many recreational activities,
such as pony paddocks and as they are
areas situated on peoples ‘doorstep’ so can
be accessed by large numbers of people.

1.10 It is anticipated that the Strategy will:

• assist in the determination of planning
applications;

• support proposals for grant applications;
and

• influence the future provision of facilities
and opportunities.

Pershore Bridges Picnic Place
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Walker following the Fox Trail at Worcester Woods Country Park



2.1 Given the wide scope and the fact
that there is no single body responsible for
countryside recreation, many agencies,
interests and organisations have been
involved in the preparation of this Strategy.
Although not a statutory document, the
Strategy does, for the first time in
Worcestershire, bring together a number
of key organisations to provide the strategic
management framework to achieve the
multiple objectives associated with
recreation and access planning.

2.2 The Strategy has been drafted in
the context of Government polices relating
to countryside recreation such as the Rural
White Paper 2000 Our Countryside: The

Future - A Fair Deal for Rural England, The
Countryside and Rights Of Way Act 2000
and Planning Policy Guidance Note 17
Open Space, Sport and Recreation. It has
also been influenced by and sought to
complement more local policies such as
development plans, community and cultural
strategies and the former Hereford and
Worcester County Council Recreation
Strategy 1992 –2001. With 70% of the
County’s land area being under agricultural

production and the attractiveness of the
countryside being a primary factor in the
enjoyment of recreation activities, it is clear
that agricultural policy is also of strategic
importance to recreation and access
matters. The England Rural Development
Plan for example puts forward proposals
for the support of a farming system that
provides access opportunities and
recreation initiatives as part of a multi-
functional landscape.

2.3 It is important to acknowledge two
duties required of local authorities in the
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.
Firstly, the preparation of the Rights of Way

Improvement Plan and associated
establishment of a Local Access
Forum,  and  second ly  the
subsequent relationship of this
St r a t e g y  w i t h  t h e m .  T h e
development of the Strategy has
proceeded in parallel with the on
going development of these statutory
duties. The Local Highway Authority
(Worcestershire County Council)
must prepare and publish a Rights
of Way Improvement Plan by 2007.
This should ‘identify the changes to
be made, in respect of the
management improvements, to the
local rights of way network in order
to meet the Governments aim of
better provision for walkers, cyclists,

equestrians and people with mobility
problems6.  A Local Access Forum has been
established by the local Highway Authority
for Worcestershire to advise on the
improvement of public access to land in
their area, for the purposes of open-air
recreation and enjoyment.

2. The Strategic Context

6
Rights of Way Improvement Plans – Statutory Guidance to Local Highway Authorities in England,
Nov 2002
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2.4 Because of the diversity of the subject
area and the need to look strategically at the
wider issues of countryside recreation than just
the rights of way system, the partners involved
felt it necessary to produce this Strategy as a
separate document. It will however serve to be
complementary to the Improvement Plan, and
indeed draw attention to some of the key issues,
and actions being undertaken to address them
e.g. issues of “community involvement” and
“access for all” are common to both. Equally, it
is expected that the Local Access Forum will
have a significant role to play in the subsequent
reviews and future development of this Strategy.

Cyclist admiring the view of the Malvern Hills



2.5 There are many cross-cutting
themes for countryside recreation and
access such as sustainability and social
inclusion. To account for this the Strategy
has adopted a thematic approach as
favoured by the Countryside Agency7. This
has enabled the partners involved in the
Strategy to develop a more co-ordinated
and integrated response to the issues than
the traditional topic based strategy. The
linkages between the policies of the Strategy
and the main activities of walking, cycling
and horse riding are set out in the
appendices. A key priority for the Strategy
Action Plan will be the development of a
series of ‘topic’ based ‘guiding principles’.
These will include walking, recreational
routes, country parks, etc. Moreover the
operational issues of relevance to public
rights of way activities will be addressed in
the Rights of Way Improvement Plan. Initial
research and feedback from the Partnership
highlighted a number of recurring themes
that needed a response by the Strategy.
This led to the identif ication and
development of the following key issues:

• How to provide opportunity to all
members of the community to enjoy the
countryside.

• Enabling the enjoyment of the
countryside in ways that minimise
damage to the landscape, geodiversity,
the built environment, biodiversity,
archaeological remains and the special
environmental  qual i t ies of  the
countryside.

• The need to actively involve local
communities in projects and support 
‘community generated’ projects.

• How to provide further countryside
recreation opportunities and support the
regeneration of the rural economy
through tourism and visitor spend.

• Integrating public transportation routes
with recreation sites and countryside
access gateways. This is particularly
important near large population centres,
to enable access other than by private
car.

• Where and how to make available
additional access opportunities.

• The need to establish a defined and
recognised standard of quali ty,
commensurate with the location and
scale of the facility.

• How to manage the needs of differing
users and reduce the potential for conflict
between users, local communities and
landowners.

• The promotion of activities such as
walking and cycling to contribute to a
healthier lifestyle and the  feeling of
‘well-being’ for people.

7
Countryside Recreation: Preliminary Guidance on Strategy Preparation (Draft) Oct 2000.

Strategic Themes and Issues
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3.1 The provision of ‘access to the
countryside’ is an obligation upon many
organisations. In recognition of the ‘shared
responsibilities’ amongst organisations in
the County a partnership of 26 organisations
came together in 2002 to help prepare this
Strategy (See appendix A). These
organisations collectively provide routes,
rights of way, country parks, nature reserves,
picnic places, staff, management expertise,
information, education, funding as well as
representing users, private landowners,
local authorities, agencies and local
communities. Between them they cater for
at least 20 different activities that can take
place on the sites and routes shown on the
map. Moreover many of the organisations
are also well placed to integrate access
and recreation interests into their other
areas of influence.

3.2  It was recognised that the Strategy
would only be effective if it was based upon
detai led understanding of current
management pressures and the demand
and aspirations of users. To this end the
collective knowledge of the working group
members has been supplemented by the
findings from other sources such as Citizens
Panels and consultations undertaken on
other strategies. The Partnership also
benefited from extending its ‘involvement’
of organisations and interests outside of
the immediate working group – for example;
Community First very successfully
established a sub group, including Bredon
Hill Conservation Group, CALC and parish
councillors to directly feed the views of the
local community into the Strategy.

3.3 A significant concern the partnership
identified very early on was the lack of
countywide data specifically in relation to
countryside access and recreation. This is
compounded by the fragmented and
uncoordinated nature of the data where it
did exist. For example there does not exist
any agreed standard definition of what
constitutes a recreation site or the differing
categories of site from each other i.e. when
is a recreation area a Country Park and not
a Nature Reserve for example. Also absent
is any strategic mapping or database of
site information for the County – the map
and its accompanying schedule compiled
from the results of an audit of recreation
sites helps begin to overcome this problem.
This said, there are several key findings,
some of which are outlined below, others
are listed in appendix D.

• Walking is the predominant countryside
activity, with the majority of people 
enjoying short circular walks;

• Very few recreation sites provide for
cyclists, horse riding or water based 
activities;

• Access to existing recreation sites by
public transport is limited;

• 54% of recreation sites have a
recognised wildlife interest;

• Over 67% of respondents to the 1999
Worcestershire Citizens Panel felt that
they needed more information on where
to go and what to do in order to make
greater use of the countryside;

3.  Partners and Key Findings
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• The top free recreation attractions in the County include: –
Malvern Hills(>1,250,000 visitors per year),
Clent Hills (500,000),
Lickey Hills Country Park (500,000),
Worcester Woods County Park (400,00),
Waseley Hills Country Park (250,000),
Kingsford Forest Park (250,000),
Wyre Forest Visitor Centre (200,000),
Hartlebury Common (150,000),
Pershore Bridge Picnic Place (100,000) and
Evesham Country Park (100,000).



4.1 The vision developed by the
partnership for this Strategy is:

To develop a countryside recreation
culture in Worcestershire in which
residents and visitors alike benefit
from the opportunity to access a
range of high quality countryside
recreation opportunities. This will be
planned and implemented having
respect for the wishes of both
landowners and the local community
and ensuring the utmost protection
of environmental interests.

4.2 To enable this vision to be translated
into practical policies the following broad
aims have guided how the ‘key issues’ have
been addressed:

• Continue to pursue and establish
partnership between organisations, and
with local communities, for projects,
funding and the joint promotion of
activities;

• Encourage better understanding of the
needs of all users, and landowners;

• Promote responsible use by participants
and land managers to minimise conflict
with local residents, landowners and
other users;

• Share and adopt common working
practices in regard to information
exchange and standards of service and
provision;

• Promote and adopt sustainable practices
of recreation provision to maintain and
enhance the environmental quality of the
countryside;

• Meet the access needs of those who
have limited opportunity to enjoy the 
countryside;

• Raise awareness and understanding of
the benefits and opportunities associated
with countryside recreation in the County
to visitors and local communities. This
should include the rural regeneration
role and its health and wellbeing aspects;

• Increase the quality and range of
opportunities for the enjoyment of the 
countryside in a manner that maintains
and enhances the environmental quality,
and is appropriate to local character and
meets identified needs;

• Provide a strategic focus to help shape
and assist the formation of appropriate
planning policies and for use in
determining planning applications;

• Promote the recognition and adoption
of the objectives and policies within this
strategy in other policy documents, both
statutory and non-statutory.

4. Vision and Broad Aims of the Strategy

13Waseley Hills Country Park Visitor Centre

Forestry Commission Visitor Centre, Wyre Forest



4.3 The diagram below shows how the
‘key issues’ of the Strategy address the
three core elements of our vision, namely
the demands of recreation participants, the
environment and the interests of the local
community and landowners.

4.4 This Countryside Access and
Recreation Strategy is intended to be
compatible with and complementary to the
objectives and purposes of the Local Access
Forum.
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5.1 In this context the term ‘Access for
All’ reflects initiatives aimed at ensuring
countryside activities are inclusive of the
whole community so that the countryside
may be a source of enjoyment for all.

5.2 Surveys of visitors to countryside
sites in the County, and indeed the Country
as a whole, have shown that the majority of
participants are typically white, middle aged,
middle class and able bodied. Outside this
‘participation profile’ is a significant proportion
of the County population under represented
in countryside recreational activities,
proportionate to their numbers in society.
T h i s  i n c l u d e s  y o u n g  a d u l t s
(<25 yrs), low-income groups, those from
different cultural backgrounds, people with
disabilities (including those with visual
impairments), older people, those without
access to a private car, and women. As
these groups account for a significant
number of the population it is important that
their needs are considered alongside those
of existing users.

5.3 In seeking to provide an inclusive
countryside with social interaction amongst
communities, countryside recreation
planners and site managers need to ask:

• What factors dissuade these potential
users from visiting the countryside; 
and

• Once there, how can we ensure that they
enjoy their visit?

5.4 It has been found that ‘barriers’ to
access and participation in countryside
recreation activities include8 :

• Financial costs incurred;

• Lack of time and other commitments;

• Lack of appropriate activities to attract
excluded groups and provide a positive
experience;

• Lack of awareness of local initiatives and
lack of perceived relevance;

• Physical difficulty of access;

• Lack of confidence and negative
perceptions of the environment –
including fears of getting lost, not
knowing where to go, lack of support,
feelings of vulnerabi l i ty,  fears for
personal security, and negative
perceptions of regular users and groups;

• Lack of (appropriate) interpretative
information at sites, inadequate signage,
and lack of publicity;

• A neglected or poorly maintained
environment;

• Negative feelings associated with
previous experiences of the countryside;

• Lack of (accessible) transport.

8
Diversity Review, Countryside Agency (2003)

Access for All
Objective Ensuring opportunity is available to all sections of 

the community to enjoy the countryside.
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5.5 With careful planning, community
involvement and a positive attitude, many
of these barriers can be overcome. Firstly,
however, it should be recognised that
different barriers apply to different sectors
of society. Similarly, it should not be inferred
that under-representation of a particular
group implies it is excluded. In practice, our
knowledge is limited concerning the reasons
for under representation of particular groups,
such as ways in which ethnic minorities
relate to the countryside as a place for
enjoyment or how to encourage young
people to make better use of the
countryside. In contrast a wide variety of
excellent initiatives, past and current, have
been undertaken to enable greater access
to the countryside for people with disabilities
or those with limited mobility, not least
because of the duties under Disability
Discrimination Act 1995 (DDA). This Act
has the overriding principle requiring all
service providers, including those involved
in countryside access and site management,
to take reasonable measures to provide
access for people with disabilities.
Significant work in this area has been
undertaken by the Fieldfare Trust and the
Countryside Agency resulting in two key
publications: the BT ‘Countryside for All
Good Practice Guide’ (1997) and ‘Sense
and Accessibil ity’ (2000) from the
Countryside Agency. Both publications are
based around the notion that it is not
necessarily the disability itself that hinders
participation as opposed to the insensitive
obstructions that could have been avoided
with more forethought of the needs of
differing users. In light of the paucity of data
for other under represented groups the
Government has committed itself to a
‘diversity review’ and a plan of action in
relation to access to the countryside for
underrepresented groups by 2005.

5.6 In the meantime local research is
needed to ascertain reasons for under
representation and then to identify where
there are opportunities in provision to

overcome the ‘barriers’. Solutions are
unlikely to solely rely upon physically
improving access facilities. Less tangible
methods that foster understanding, a sense
of belonging and a welcome, include:

• Ensuring the effectiveness of information
in communicating to its respective
audiences, the opportunities that exist
in terms of what’s on, where to go, when
to go, what you can and can’t do when
you get there, including the level of
facilities and ‘access’ arrangements at
particular locations. This aims to assist
all visitors to make an informed choice
about the suitability of a destination for
their needs and increasing their
confidence on arrival.

• Supporting local communities and
empowering any excluded groups and
individuals, whilst recognising that
differing areas of the County have
different community sectors experiencing
difficulties with accessing the countryside.

• Integrating countryside activities with
other activities such as art and
educational projects.

16

Access for All the Badger Trail,
Worcester Woods Country Park



Achievements

To inspire confidence in potential
users many of the partners in this
Strategy provide a series of guided
walks, which introduce and explain
the natural and local history to
walkers. Easy access trails have also
been developed. Where suitable, they
are free from stiles and hazards, are
fairly flat, usually under 4 miles and
clearly waymarked. Rather than words
on signs and leaflets, icons are used
to cater for those who have reading
difficulties.

Policies

AA1.
Opportunity to increase participation
in countryside recreation by under
represented  groups wi l l  be
encouraged. Measures should be
broadly based upon:

• Examining reasons (physical
and perceived) for the lack of
participation;

• Liaison with respective interest
organisations and local users in
design solutions;

• Raising the confidence of
(potential) users;

• Promoting the details of
available facilities at sites, the
access gateways and the grading
of difficulty of access; and

• Stating clearly the activities that
may legitimately be carried out at
sites.

Where work is undertaken to improve
or enhance ‘access for all’, regard
should be given to  the BT
‘Countryside for All’ good practice
guidance and other good practice
notes.

AA2.  
The potential of new and existing sites
should be maximised where it is
appropriate through the provision of
facilities for all users to encourage
participation in a greater range of
recreational activities.

17

Information and Interpretation
at Waseley Hills Country Park
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Malvern Hills Disabled Path



5.7 Within the County many areas of
land provide the opportunity for the public
to gain access to the countryside.  In some
cases, the right of access is secured by  a
private or public Act of Parliament, as in
the case of the Malvern Hills, country parks
and National Trust land. Other opportunities
provide access through voluntary
agreements such as via leases or licences,
as is often the case with regard to bodies
of water, or in return for an annual payment
such as provided through agri-environment
schemes.

5.8 The public rights of way network
offers access to the public via over 6,600
paths including 9 recreational waymarked
routes. The management of the network,
such as signing, way marking, maintenance
etc. is often of a legal nature and a matter
for the local Rights of Way Improvement
Plan rather than this Strategy, except from
a strategic perspective. The mapping of
land with a statutory right of access, as
defined in and required by the Countryside
and Rights of Way Act 2000, is to become
of fundamental significance in the review
of this issue. It is anticipated that much of
Worcestershire will not qualify under the
definition of open country, so it is unlikely
that there will be significant additional areas
where a right of access may be made
available.

5.9 The Map enclosed indicates the
distribution of areas identified to date where
an element of public access to the
countryside is available.

5.10 The Map depicts a considerable
area of land - the 2001 audit of access
provision, revealed 5,600ha as available
for recreation. In reality, this figure is likely
to under represent the true area. For
example it does not include the considerable
recreation opportunities associated with
our built environment such as provided by
the countryside parkland and gardens of
historic houses. Nor does it show the land
that offers permissive access made
available through agri-environment schemes
such as Countryside Stewardship10 .

5.11 Even taking account of this, there is
still a demand for more access to the
countryside. Some users seek free ranging
access, whereas others desire defined
routes. The demands are many and diverse
and emanate from a number of factors
including:

• the access that is available is not
necessarily in the best location to serve
the areas of greatest need such as
around towns;

• a lack of provision for the needs of some
user groups. For example there are few
sites or routes that cater for cyclists or
horse riding and those that exist are
under great pressure, especially in the
urban fringe. Some current access
opportunities are permissive which may
introduce an inherent weakness of no
long term access guaranteed;

Access to Land9

Objective Securing and promoting opportunities for 
countryside access.

19

9 In this Issue the definition of Access Land includes but is not limited or constrained by the
definition provided by section 1 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000. The Issues
Report therefore covers any land to which the public have a right of access conferred by, or
coming into effect as the result of, any public or private statute for purposes identified in the
appropriate statute and any other land over which access is permitted or licensed for purposes
of informal recreation.

10 Permissive access opportunities offered through Agri-Environment Schemes can be viewed
at www.countrywalks.defra.gov.uk



• a desire for the opportunity to visit and
enjoy each of the differing landscapes 
in the County and in particular the rivers,
canals and water bodies, but also nature
reserves, common land, and woodland;
as well as,

• The emergence of new activities and
trends and their associated requirements.

5.12 Fortunately many of these factors
can be accommodated together with good
planning. For example more access to
woodlands, a relatively resilient landscape,
could provide more access for mountain
bikes. Similarly, creating additional links
with the rights of way network, particularly
between countryside and towns in the form
of ‘greenways’ could benefit horse riders,
cyclists and walkers.

5.13 A sizeable access resource already
exists that can be revitalised or adapted
and brought up to date to accommodate
many of the activities that are being sought.

5.14 However where this cannot be
realised and as the mapping of access land
in the County is unlikely to result in

significant new areas of access land being
made available, new access provision
should continue to be sought. This can be
encouraged through a number of means,
where appropriate, such as planning
agreements associated with the restoration
of mineral sites, agri-environment schemes
or through landowners making access
dedications.

5.15 Providing information on the
opportunities currently available for
recreation is an important component in
supplying access opportunities. Permissive
rights of access are a valuable component
in provision although, they are often not
shown on Ordnance Survey (OS) maps
because they cannot be guaranteed. This
can result in a lack of use or a missed
opportunity for potential users. Clearly there
is a need to promote their availability, but
first there is a need to record them.

5.16 To this end, the Map and its
associated schedule table proves useful,
but there is a need to develop a more
comprehensive access database of what
is provided and where.

20

Paragliding off the Malvern Hills
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Achievements
There are very few locations in the
County that are suitable for launching
of hang-gliders and paragliding. An
agreement has been reached between
Malvern Hills Conservators and
Malvern Hang Gliding Club. The club
have permission to take off and land
at certain sites along the spine of the
Hills. In addition arrangements are
made with the Malvern Soaring Club
who use the north end of the Hills to
fly their model aircraft.  Annual
meetings occur between all three
organisations where items are
discussed to resolve potential
conflicts. The hang gliders help with
management tasks such as clearing
scrub near take off sites.

Policies

AL1.
In the first instance preference should
be given to making the best use of
existing opportunities to meet the
needs of recreation users. Proposals
for new recreation sites (country
parks, picnic sites, community forests
etc) and/or to increase access to sites
(nature reserves, woodlands,
gardens) should consider the
following criteria:

• The proximity to centres of
population and, or, the ability to
meet an identified shortage of
opportunit ies for  informal
countryside recreation in the area;

• The limit to accessing  particular
types of recreational facilities (e.g.
water). This would be subject to
the suitability of a particular
landscape type to accommodate
recreational activity or facilities;

• Public transport provision;

• Proximity to and ability to
integrate with the rights of way
network, recreational waymarked
routes and the cycle network and
the degree to which i t  is
complementary to existing
provision;

• The contribution to the local
economy;

• The ability to accommodate
associated facilities necessary for
the use and enjoyment of the site
in a manner that is appropriate and
able to integrate with the landscape
character, wildlife and cultural
interests.

Particular encouragement and high
priority will be given to proposals that
offer an opportunity for low key
recreational use of open water, rivers
and canals subject to satisfaction of
other policies in the Strategy.

AL2.  
Measures to extend, improve and
manage access to land, via paths,
permissive routes and trails for
walkers, cyclists and horse riders will
be supported where appropriate, such
as where:

• They contribute to and integrate
into the existing public rights of
way network or national cycle
network as appropriate; or

• They provide for multiple use
i.e. serve needs of walkers, horse
riders and cyclists and the less
able; or

• A need has been identified and
is  based around exist ing
recreational facilities; or



• They act as a greenway from
town into the countryside and
utilise existing canal, former railway
lines and river corridors, wherever
possible; or

• They link with public transport
routes.

AL3. 
Opportunities for the provision of
additional access (routes and sites)
will be sought, where appropriate and
secured through the use of:

• Planning agreements as part of
new development or the after use
of mineral workings and derelict
land, in and on the edge of towns
to provide infrastructure
improvements; or

•  Agri - environment schemes; or

• Land acquisition;  or

• Legal instruments  such as
CROW, PROW IP, dedication of
land; or

• Management agreements and
access agreements; or

• Restoration of unused, derelict
or previously developed land.
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5.25 Communi ty  invo lvement  i s
fundamental to the long-term success of
recreat ion and access act iv i t ies.
Consequently the commitment to involve
local communities and the opportunities for
communities themselves to identify and
become more active in shaping their
localities have increased in recent years.

5.26 The contribution which local
organisations, District and County Councils
make in the provision of Countryside
Recreation and Access is recognised and
welcomed.

5.27 In addressing the needs of the
community, it needs to be recognised that
there also exist different communities. These
include:

• Communities of interest e.g. walkers,
horse riders, cyclists, etc.

• Communities of identity e.g. the elderly,
disabled, etc.

• Geographical communities e.g. specific
localities, landscapes and environmental
assets, etc.

5.28 The Rural White Paper (2000) states
that it wishes to see that rural people are
given a strong voice in the delivery of
services.  Greater emphasis is to be given
to engaging local people in partnership for
change.  This is now being typified in
programmes such as the Countryside
Agency’s Vital Villages Initiative which
include Parish and Community Plans,
Market Towns as well as local strategic
partnerships, all of which have a common
community involvement requirement. It is
now accepted practice to involve the
community as an integral element of
planning, with development shaped
according to the views of local residents
and community groups.  It applies equally
to creating arenas for discussion and
involvement in policy and strategic matters,
as well as practical and operational matters.

Community Involvement
Objective Encouraging and enabling local communities to 

become involved in and take action to share and 
increase the local benefits of countryside recreation
opportunities.
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Achievements
A twice-yearly community advisory
forum for Hartlebury Common is
organised by Worcestershire County
Council’s Countryside Service who
manage the site. The forum involves
a guided walk on the common and a
formal meeting in which details on the
management work carried out over
the last six months and forthcoming
proposed management work are
provided. The opportunity is provided
for members of the public to raise
issues, concerns and questions with
the Sites Team throughout. Actions
resulting from previous forums include
the renaming of the site and the
installation of a dog waste bin with
the help of Wychavon District Council.

5.29 Many examples of good practice in
countryside recreation and access planning
can be cited. However, there is still a need
to ensure that these good experiences
become established practices amongst all
parties.  For this to happen the following
aspects of community involvement will need
to be addressed:

• Community groups should be adequately
supported to encourage involvement and
commitment;

• Community involvement must be valued,
since it makes an important and effective
contribution to the process both in
generating alternatives and bringing an
understanding of local issues and needs;

• It cannot be assumed that community
involvement will always be forthcoming,
or in unanimous agreement. Therefore
continuous community involvement
should be sustained through periodic
review and encouragement.

To ensure community involvement adds
value to the process, careful and planned
consideration of how to integrate the
community into the process of development
is required. Some guiding principles of
community involvement applicable to
countryside recreation are set out in the
Government Report  - Green Spaces, Better
Places (2002).  These include:

• Commitment to change;

• Organisat ional  cul ture change;

• Continuous processes;

• Links to democratic structures;

• Openness, honesty and transparency;

• Inclusion and representation;

• Appropriate processes;

• Beyond consultation – being more
innovative;

• Clear measures of success; and

• Adequate resources.

5.30 A number of organisations already
have the experience and capacity to support
and enable community action through parish
councils and other organisations. It is
important that links and points of contact
are made available.

5.31 A number of sources can supply
funds to support and develop local initiatives
– including feasibility studies, as well as
the cost of the projects themselves. Such
information can be obtained from
Community First, the British Trust for
Conservation Volunteers, The Duckworth
Trust and others.
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CI1.
The views and involvement of
communities of interest, identity and
geography should be actively sought
prior to and during the planning and
management of recreation and access
sites, routes and projects as well as
in the development and review of plans
and policies through a variety of
methods including:

• Running volunteer warden
groups;

• Involvement in pract ical
conservation activities such as
repairing and improving footpaths,
constructing stiles and bridges etc.;

• Establishing liaison and support
groups for major recreation sites
and keeping them well informed
throughout.

CI2.
Give encouragement, and where
possible, resources to support
community led initiatives in the
management and promotion of
recreation sites and access routes
that are based on research and
contribute to an agreed programme
of implementation and comply with
other policies in this strategy.

CI3.
Good practice in terms of community
involvement such as that set out in
the Urban Green Space Report should
be applied in the development and
management of facilities for recreation
and access.

Policies

Path renovation at Devils Spittleful, Bewdley
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Conflict Resolution
Objective Manage and promote responsible land use 

activities so as to reduce the potential for conflict
between all types of land users, communities and
rural enterprises.

5.32 The countryside is used in many
different ways. Subsequently it means
different things to different people and this
can give rise to conflict.

5.33 In strategic terms such conflicts are
generally small in scale and localised, often
arising simply out of irresponsible behaviour.
Yet to those affected,such conflict can be
both significant and unwelcome and is
therefore a matter of concern to the partners
in this Strategy. In addition PPG 17
(Revised) – Planning for Open Space, Sport
and Recreation states that ‘Facilities should
be planned carefully to ensure that conflicts
between recreational activities and other
interests do not arise’ (para 31).

5.34 Recreational related conflicts within
the countryside can be categorised as
follows:

• Environmental - where an activity either
directly or indirectly impacts to an
unacceptable or unreasonable degree

upon flora and fauna, the quality and
character of the landscape or damages
or pollutes the land and other natural
resources e i ther  physical ly  or
aesthetically. This aspect is addressed
in more detail in the Environmental
Management section.

• Between users, landowners, and the
local community - resulting from
irresponsible behaviour or a lack of
appreciation of the legal rights and
responsibilities required of each interest.

• Between users – where there is a clash
between their different recreational
needs. For example horseriders and
mountain bikers, canoeists and fishermen
or dogs and visitors.

5.35 I t  is  testament to exist ing
management planning and mechanisms
that despite the many millions of visits made
each year the majority is accommodated
without any serious problems.
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Achievements
The Countryside Agency have
prepared a booklet entitled ‘Out in the
Country’ that details people’s rights
and responsibilities when visiting the
countryside.  It offers advice about
things that should not be done;  about
the rights of participants and how to
exercise them;  how to find out about
access;  caring for the countryside
and how to have an enjoyable
visit/activity.

5.36 Conflicts between users often arise
from competition by the newer activity’s
demands for access with the more
traditional users. However, it is often the
way the activity is conducted, for example
its frequency and duration of use and
behaviour of users, rather than the activity
itself that determines its acceptability and
compatibility. Although most activities can
be regarded as being acceptable it will be
necessary that some are subject to  greater
management controls.

5.37 Although many users do not belong
to groups, governing bodies often represent
their interests. Accordingly these groups
can take a lead role in helping promote
codes of practice.

5.38 There is a risk that some identified
conflict situations are founded on
p e r c e p t i o n s ,  p r e j u d i c e s  a n d
misunderstandings. Responses based on
these alone may be flawed. Levels of use
and carrying capacity (i.e. the ability to
support the activity indefinitely) are best
prescribed if there is factual data obtained
through the survey and audit of sites,
activities and users. Where a ‘conflict’,
actual or potential, is subsequently
identified it will need to be examined closely
to determine its causes and the most
appropriate measures for its resolution.

5.39 Priority should however be given to
measures to avoid conflict before it occurs,
by:

• the preparation of management plans
for sites and routes where relevant,
which will include:

(i) an assessment of potential issues
and areas where conflict may occur;

(ii) identification of how potential
conflict may be reduced or removed;

(iii) a clear action plan of how this will
be addressed both strategically (where
appropriate) and on the ground in
operational terms.

• Where conflict is already occurring it is
usually site specific and can be
overcome through the adoption of a
number of management measures, 
including:

(i) recording incidents and complaints
to establish a clear picture of the extent
and nature of the problem;

(ii) encouraging dialogue between
parties to foster understanding of each
others needs and promote respective
codes of conduct amongst user 
groups; and

(iii) careful zoning of areas and
prioritisation of activities to provide
balance and reduce conflict.
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5.40 Rangers and Wardens play a key
role in minimising potential conflicts of all
types and bring together the strands of any
conflict minimisation programme.  They
often have the most contact with differing
users and are well placed to play a vital
role in bringing parties together to resolve
issues and identify a way forward.

Policies

CR1.
New access opportunities will be
encouraged in accordance with other
policies in the Strategy except where
it will contribute to recreational over
use or bring conflicts between users
and local communities that cannot be
resolved.

CR2.
Local, site based strategies and
management plans should address
conflicts of interest, where it is
demonstrated that recreation activities
are having an adverse effect on the
local community, land-owning
interests or upon other recreation
users. The nature of the conflict should
be identified and where possible
resolved by considering suitable
management measures.  This may
include the following:

• Encouraging consultation and
negotiation between affected
parties;

• Regulating use through permits
and licences;

• Management agreements;

• The introduction of bylaws;

• A partial withdrawal of access
rights via zoning;

• Amending promotional material
accordingly;

• Closure of the site;

• The introduction or review of
wardening for sites;

•  Statements of co-operation
between potentially conflicting
activities;

• The preparation of codes of
conduct for specific activities and
associated training days;

• Adv is ing  and  ass is t ing
landowners with understanding and
interpretation of their legal
responsibilities;

• Reviewing the condition of
paths, signage, siting of access
points, car parking, charging.

CR3.
In addressing conflicts of interest local,
site based strategies and management
plans should have regard to the
following:

• That public interest is served;

• Feasibi l i ty of  al ternative
solutions;

• Public safety;

• Impacts on the local economy;

• E n v i r o n m e n ta l  d a m a g e ;

• Level, frequency and duration of
use and the behaviour of users.
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Environmental Management
Objective Making use of recreational opportunities whilst 

protecting and enhancing the environmental qualities
of the countryside.

5.41 Worcestershire is a County of
contrasts - offering perhaps the greatest
variation of geology and soils, thereby
creating the greatest range of habitats and
landscapes, of any county. As a
consequence, there is tremendous interest
and stimulation for those wishing to explore
the countryside. In addition to variety, the
quality of the environmental assets in the
County is also notable.

5.42 The County contains 115 Sites of
Special Scientific Interest, 2 Special Areas
of Conservation, 4 National Nature
Reserves, as well as Special Wildlife Sites,
Local Nature Reserves and Regionally
Important Geological sites. It is recognised
nationally and regionally for its countryside
and its landscapes, particularly its
grasslands, rivers and valleys, the Wyre
Forest, the orchards and fruit trees of the
Vale of Evesham, and the commons on
and around the Malvern Hills. The
Biodiversity Action Plan for Worcestershire
(Worcestershire Biodiversity Partnership
1999) recognises 19 different habitats and
20 species, of which 15 are national priority
species.

5.43 The shape of the landscape is a
reminder of past inhabitants, their landuses
and their structures.  Worcestershire's
archaeological history is evident in the
floodplains in the south (where medieval
and roman remains are still being
discovered), the Beacons on the Malvern
Hills and the forts and moats in the north
of the county. To date over 15,000 known
archaeological sites have been recorded
on the County Sites and Monuments Record
of which 235 have been designated
Scheduled Ancient Monuments.

5.44 Worcestershire's landscapes are
similarly varied, ranging from the
pronounced high ground and steep slopes
of the Malvern Hills, to the gently rolling
plains to the south of the county associated
with the rivers Avon and Severn.
Worcestershire's landscapes have
fascinating and contrasting histories, ranging
from the timbered landscapes of central
and western Worcestershire with their strong
associations with Royal Hunting Forests,
to the Vale of Evesham, which is thought
to have been subject to intensive cultivation
since medieval times. Such differences in
landscape evolution and the subsequent
contrasts in appearance of the countryside
we see today, are described in the recent
Landscape Character Assessment of the
County. The Malvern Hills and the
Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty designations cover 9% of the County
and afford national protection to their
landscapes.

5.45 With such a range of attractions, the
degree to which recreational and access
needs can be comfortably accommodated
will vary tremendously. Certain landscapes
are able to tolerate disturbance and have
the ability to recover, others are far more
vulnerable and could be irreparably
damaged by even fairly low key recreational
usage. It is not surprising that the most
visually attractive areas of the county are
those which draw the most people. Often
visiting is at such numbers that it produces
degradation of the most robust landscapes.
Nature conservation interests can also be
vulnerable and susceptible from recreation
activities. This may be through disturbance
to fauna; physical damage to flora and not
least accidental fires. Some of the major
monuments in the County attract very high
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numbers of visitors e.g. British Camp on
the Malvern Hills.Great care is needed to
avoid damaging such sites since once they
are destroyed their value is lost forever.

5.46 There can also be environmental
impacts with associated visitor facilities
through their incongruous appearance in
areas otherwise notable for their lack of
development.

5.47 It is vital therefore that in developing
and promoting countryside recreation and
access, the very attributes, which attract
users, are not damaged or destroyed in the
process. The balance of compatibility
between recreation and access interests
and environmental well-being is often very
fine. It is however unacceptable to wait until
damage has occurred. The implications of
recreation and access upon the environment
must be assessed from the outset. Should
there be any doubt as to the consequences,
a pre-cautionary approach should be
adopted in all instances whereby positive
steps are taken to pre-empt potential
environmental impacts. For example the
use of locally distinctive material and
designs in countryside furniture is one
means of ensuring that development of
countryside recreation and access

opportunit ies does not harm the
environment unduly.

5.48 Although there can occasionally be
very severe damaging impacts on the
environment associated with access and
recreation, there is a risk it can be
overstated. However when it does exist it
is usually very localised. This can be
addressed in the preparation of a
management plan. It would be wrong
therefore to give the impression that
protecting the environment is a major
constraint at all times. With good planning
and the application of appropriate
management measures serious damage
can be avoided. Indeed, recreation and
access opportunities can and do bring
benefits to the local environment. The direct
engagement and enjoyment to be gained
from the local environment can engender
both public support and an increased
appreciation of environmental matters
through increased awareness and
education. Moreover, through the provision
of access to the countryside arises an
enhanced eligibility for attracting funds to
carry out environmental improvements. The
reinvestment of visitor monies for the benefit
of the environment is also a possibility.
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Achievements
On the whole Hagley Sweetpool had
up until 2000 been unmanaged.
Following a successful bid for funds
from the Barclays SiteSavers
programme, BTCV, Worcestershire
County Council, Bromsgrove District
Council and Hagley Parish Council
restored the area to a Nature Park to
the benefit of the local community as
a site for recreation and also to
diversify the habitat and biodiversity.

Policies

EM1.
In the planning and management of
access and recreation initiatives
precedence should be given to the
protection and retention of landscape
character, ecological integrity and
cultural heritage (the environmental
capital). Where a site has a recognised
conservation interest to be protected,
any proposal should be subject to a
rigorous examination of its likely
impact upon the interest to be
protected.

EM2.
In seeking to conserve and enhance
the environment, management actions
should seek to ensure that:

• The location, design, size and
appearance of facilities and
infrastructure  ref lects  the
characteristics and individuality of
the site and minimises impact on
the environment;

• Pollution in all its occurrences
is avoided;

• There is not a loss of tranquillity;

• Activities are directed away from
sensitive areas;

• Awareness of the environmental
fragility of an area is communicated
to visitors in a manner likely to be
understood and appreciated by
them.

For all major developments and
activities the likely environmental
impacts should be assessed prior to
development and where necessary
m e a s u r e s  t a k e n  t o  a v o i d
compromising the environment. If
damage to environmental interests is
suspected but cannot be clearly
identified the precautionary principle
should apply.

EM3.
W h e r e v e r  p o s s i b l e  t h r o u g h
management of existing facilities or
through the provision of new facilities
opportunities for the enhancement or
restoration of environmental interests
should be taken, having regard to:

• The associated Management
Plan;

• The Biodiversity Action Plan;

• The Landscape Character
Assessment; and

• Advice of archaeological offices
/ historic landscape assessment /
PPG 16 or recognised good
practice.

EM4.  
Management Plans should be
prepared by site providers, in
consultation with interested parties,
for sites of recognised conservation
importance. These should provide
guidance on the recreational uses
within the environmental capacity of
the site.
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Awareness, Expectations & Standards of Facilities
Objective Provide a range of facilities of high standard 

to ensure that the differing demands and aspirations 
of users are catered for, to help people enjoy and 
appreciate their recreational experience.

11
Para 1.1 A companion guide to PPG 17 (2002).

5.49 To effectively plan and provide
countryside recreation opportunities it is
necessary to appreciate the perceptions,
values and expectations of visitors. Where
people go in the countryside and what they
do there is a combination of factors not
least their awareness, their expectations
and their perceptions of the experience
(standards). It is necessary we understand
each of these to effectively plan and provide
countryside recreation and access
opportunities. Moreover, it is not enough to
ensure there are sufficient opportunities in
the right places; there is also the need to
‘ensure they are of high quality, attractive
to users and wel l  managed and
maintained’11 i.e. of a good standard.

5.50 This is a difficult task since the quality
of the visitor’s experience will reflect the
differing needs and values which can arise,
for example, from differences in age and
ability, as well as the activities being
pursued. These may in some cases be
conflicting and contradictory. For example
some people may desire areas, which are
remote, and quiet; others may prefer areas
which are easier to get to with activities and
facilities such as visitor centres and toilets
being available. Appendix D illustrates some
of the expectations and desires of users.

5.51 For people unfamiliar with a
particular site, their visit often “begins” when
they hear or see the name and type of the
site (Picnic Place, Country Park, Nature
Reserve, Common and so on). Although
there is reasonable consensus amongst
professionals as to what some site titles
denote, it is less well appreciated by

members of the public as to what they can
expect to find at each site. For example at
which sites should visitors expect to be
provided with toilets, an information centre
or no facilities at all?  Appendix D
reproduces the findings from a Citizens
Panel asking which facilities respondents
would expect to find at differing sites.

5.52 There is a risk that without any
‘common definitions’ or typology of sites
potential users may be confused or at worst
discouraged in visiting and enjoying the
countryside. What is more, from a strategic
perspective this also hinders planning.
Hence despite the preparatory efforts for
this Strategy, gaps still remain in our basic
knowledge of how many sites exist and the
uses they provide. Qualitative information
is even scarcer. A suggested typology of
open spaces has since been advocated in
PPG 17, which encourages adoption to
local circumstances.

5.53 In seeking to establish standards it
should be emphasised that this Strategy is
in no way seeking to set standards of
provision for all areas.

5.54 In the past provision has tended to
be opportunistic with assessment of
opportunity for visitor use being reliant upon
the informal knowledge and experience of
field staff and rangers, rather than in
response to any comprehensive research
assessment. In many ways these
professional judgements have served us
well. Guidance in PPG17 (2002) and its
associated companion guide ‘Assessing
needs and Opportunities’ has primarily  an
urban focus. However,  it is still relevant to
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countryside access and recreation issues.
The guidance expects recreation and open
spaces to be protected and provided where
it can be shown that they meet the needs
 of residents and visitors; are fit for purpose;
and are economically and environmentally
sustainable. Standards for the provision of
recreation sites should be developed
following assessments of local needs and
audits of provisions, and should include:

• A quantitative component – how much
new provision may be needed;

• A qualitative component – against which
to measure the need for enhancement
of existing facilities;

• An accessibility component – including
distance thresholds and consideration
of cost of using a facility12.

5.55 The advent of computerised
mapping of multiple sources of data greatly
aids the collection of data and assessment
of quality. Such Geographical Information
Systems (GIS) enables layers of information
to be overlain with each other, enabling
sets of data to be accessed and interrogated
to assist decision making at the strategic
level.

5.56 The benchmark against which
quality of parks and green spaces is
measured is known as the Green Flag
Award. This scheme is managed by the
Civic Trust and operated through the
application of 8 criteria. These assess
standards of management and promote the
value of parks and green spaces as social
places and for contact with the natural world.

12
PPG 17 Para 7 – see companion guide for further detail on setting standards36

The interior of the Visitor Centre and Café at Waseley Hills Country Park
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Achievements
The Green Flag judging report for the
Lickey Hills Country Park commented
it ‘attracts over 500,000 visitors a year,
which is proof of the value of the area
within a few miles of Birmingham city
centre. The Park provides an exciting
day out and has good access with
adequate car parking. Educational
parties are well catered for and given
excellent facilities. Lickey Hills Country
Park is a park to be proud of and most
deserving of a Green Flag Award’.

Policies

AESF1.  
The management practices for each
countryside recreation site should be
determined according to its primary
purpose as defined by its type.

AESF2. 
The minimum quality standards,
(commensurate with its location and
scale), that sites and routes should
be expected to aspire to or achieve
will be identified to guide the future
management and provision of
facilities. A benchmark standard
should be established that utilises
criteria such as:

• The sense of welcome offered;

• Safety and security for users;

• Facilities and their maintenance;

• Environmental sustainability;

• The conservation and heritage
value;

• The extent of community
involvement in site planning and 
management;

• Traffic considerations;

• Marketing of the site;

• T h e  o v e r a l l  s t r a t e g i c
management of the site and
fulfilment of the objectives within
this Strategy.

The promotion of these quality
standards should be pursued at all
times.

AESF3.  
As part of the co-ordination and
provision of countryside recreation
opportunities, pre visit information
and on site interpretation should be
developed and promoted through joint
partnerships involving public, private,
voluntary and community interests.

AESF4.  
As part of the overall strategy, a set
of common indicators should be
established to enable the progress of
the Strategy to be monitored.

AESF5.
Survey, assessment and monitoring
of recreational activities should be
undertaken in order to help develop
an integrated and comprehensive
source of information on recreation
and access issues in the County
including:

• An inventory of sites and routes;

• The establishment of trends and
future needs;
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• T h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f
opportunities available;

• Details of the facilities available
and their condition and quality;

• Value to the community.

The availability and details of
recreational opportunities in the
County should be made easily
available to a wide audience and also
reviewed and updated regularly.



Health and Well-being
Objective Contributing to and promoting the associated 

health and well-being qualities associated with 
countryside recreation activities.

 13
A series of workshops were held throughout GB, the resultant document being: “Health and
Well-being. Trees, Woodlands and Natural Species” Paul Tabbush and Liz O’Brien of Forest Research.
A more regional approach can be found in “ A Growing Resource. Woodland and Forestry in the
West Midlands.”

5.57 It has long been known that
participation in sport activities can help to
maintain physical fitness. However, recent
studies13 have shown that informal
recreational pursuits can also improve a
person’s health. For example research cited
in the Health Development Agency National
Service Framework for Coronary Heart
Disease14  has demonstrated that physical
activity has been shown to have the
following benefits :

• A decreased risk of cardiovascular
disease mortality in general and coronary
heart disease in particular;

• The prevention or delay in the
development of high  blood pressure;

• A reduced risk of osteoporosis;

• Regulating weight and as a controlling
factor of obesity.

5.58 It is not just physical health benefits
that are associated with access to the
countryside. For many people the enjoyment
of their activity can be connected to a sense
of achievement. It may also provide
opportunities to relax, find peace and
inspiration and contemplation; thus
improving the sense of well-being. In
addition, numerous educational benefits
can be gained.

5.59 Until recently, there has been very
little explicit policy reference to the impact
recreation has on the health and well-being
of people. However the need to do so would
appear to be supported by a finding in the
1999 Citizens Panel Survey. When asked
what would encourage them to use the

Worcestershire countryside more often,
only 8.6% of respondents stated ‘more
information about the health benefits of
walking or cycling’. The challenge appears
to be in converting this high level of
awareness into actual activity.

5.60 A notable exception to this is the
Walking the Way to Health Initiative (WHI)
by the British Heart Foundation and the
Countryside Agency. This national initiative
started in 2000. It aims to improve the
fitness of over a million people; particularly
those who take little exercise or live in areas
of poor health, to encourage them to walk
more in their own communities.

5.61 The Local Government Act 2000
has now, for the first time, given the power
to local authorities to ‘do anything likely to
achieve the promotion or improvement of
the well-being of their area’. This legislation
requires the preparation of Community
Strategies, which should set out how
authorities are going to improve community
well-being. In doing so the legislation allows
for local councils to have more scope to
take action, including working closely with
bodies like the health authorities. The
County Community Strategy recognises the
policy connection between the health of
communities and the need to increase
physical levels of activity for people of all
ages, in particular children.

5.62 For children, recreational activity is
especially important. The majority of studies
on young people indicate declining
participation in physical activity not least
through a combination of the attractions of
TV and personal computers, and the fears
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Health Development Agency (2000) National Service Framework for Coronary Heart Disease, p43



of parents for the child’s safety outdoors.
This may account for 20% of children being
classed as overweight15. Meanwhile the
health issues associated with the elderly
are also increasing. Population forecasts
expect the number of people aged 65 and
over  to grow by 9% between 1999 – 2005,
whereas for England and Wales the average
increase is at 3%16.

Achievements
The Countryside Agency and British
Heart Foundation have supported a
number of schemes under their
Walking the Way to Health Initiative.
This scheme aims to get more people
(especially those who take little
exercise or live in areas of poor health)
walking in their own communities.
Schemes which are underway in
Worcestershire include Bromsgrove
Walking Partnership and Malvern ‘Sole
Mates’. In the Malvern Scheme, 16
voluntary walk leaders have been
trained to lead twice weekly walks. Six
new self-guided short walks have also
been developed each with a leaflet.
Participants come from GP referrals.

 
15

Health Education Authority 1999, Young People and Health: Health
Behaviour in School Aged Children

16
Worcestershire Annual Health Report (2002) p9.
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Mountain biking on the Malvern Hills

Family walking the Malvern Hills
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5.63 To address the health and social
inequalities between areas, recreation
providers should seek to co ordinate their
approach with the Health Authority and their
partners. Conversely, health professionals
and local communit ies should be
encouraged to help inform recreation
providers of ‘locality profiles’17.  In particular,
localities with high incidences of health
problems are associated with low physical
activity levels.

5.64 An example of this approach has
occurred near Kidderminster for a rural
community which is in the top 5 most
deprived rural wards in the West Midlands.
This area was identified as having the worst
health statistics for Worcestershire. As part
of its national Doorstep Green programme,
the Countryside Agency have offered grant
aid to establish a mutli purpose community
open space, for local residents to enjoy and
partake in informal recreation pursuits which
have otherwise been extremely lacking.

5.65 To this end the issue of ‘health and
well-being’ is strongly linked with the issue
of providing ‘access for all’, particularly in
overcoming barriers to increasing recreation
activity that may be due to age, illness or
poor health.

Policies

HW1.
The benefits of participating in
recreational activities and pursuits
should be promoted wherever
possible, working in partnership with
doctors, health bodies and other
interested parties as appropriate.

HW2.  
Recreation providers should take the
opportunity to work with schools and
other similar groups to increase
awareness amongst  younger
generations of the health benefits of
recreation and to set out opportunities
available to them, to help contribute
to their long-term health.

Earth games at Waseley Hills Country Park



42

Enjoying a picnic on the Clent Hills



Rural Regeneration
Objective Raise awareness of the opportunities and benefits

of countryside recreation to the diversification of 
the rural economy, in particular in its support for 
local tourism.
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5.66 Like many areas of the country, in
2001 parts of the Worcestershire countryside
were infected with the Foot and Mouth
Disease. As a consequence, many footpaths
and countryside recreation sites were closed
and the public were generally discouraged
from visit ing the countryside. The
consequences associated with this effective
closure of the countryside served to illustrate
the importance of rural tourism and
countryside recreation to the rural economy.

5.67 Agriculture has historically been a
dominant feature of the rural economy of
Worcestershire. It has also been the key
determinant in shaping and influencing the
appearance of the rural landscape. However
in the 21st century the role of agriculture is
changing. Despite still dominating the land
area, less than 2% of the workforce is
employed in the rural sector. In contrast,
rural tourism and countryside recreation
are now seen as being of ‘strong and
growing economic significance’18:

• Revenue from visitor activity in
Worcestershire during 2002 amounted
to £422million.

• Across the County approximately 11,370
jobs are supported by recreation and
tourism visitor activity in the countryside
with an additional 1,988 dependent upon
multiplier spend.

5.68 The contribution of tourism and
recreation to the local economy is very
much dependent upon the quality of the
natural beauty of the landscape, as this is
a major determinant in attracting visitors.
Research19 undertaken by the National Trust

has shown that between 60 – 70% of
employment in rural tourism depends
directly on a high quality environment.
Hence the recognition in this Strategy of
the continuing vital role to be played by
agriculture in the regeneration of the rural
economy.

5.69 The message is clear therefore that
for alternative forms of income to be gained,
land managers should not only be
encouraged to provide access but must
also safeguard the natural beauty of the
countryside. To support land managers with
this approach there is an increasing shift in
emphasis towards agri-environment
payments within the England Rural
Development Programme such as
Countryside Stewardship Scheme and
Woodland Grant Scheme.

5.70 Although new paths are likely to be
the simplest means of extending access,
considerable scope exists to meet the need
for the provision of other access facilities
that could generate income. For example
diversification of the farm enterprise may
be able to generate income from a number
of sources such as camp sites, riding
centres, mountain biking areas, fishing,
shooting and sailing etc.

5.71 For recreation and tourism to be a
stimulus for the local economy it is
imperative that approaches are adopted
that do not destroy the very asset on which
its success depends. Diversification of farm
enterprises to include tourism and
recreational facilities should involve
consideration of a number of other policy

18
Cabinet Office Rural Economy Report (1999)

19
Valuing our Environment (2001)



20
Working for the Countryside. A strategy for rural tourism in England, 2001 – 2005;
English Tourism Council & Countryside Agency
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frameworks. Not least will be planning
requirements when considering land use
changes. National Planning Policy Guidance
Note 17 (Planning for Open Space, Sport
and Recreation, July 2002) places significant
emphasis on promoting the reuse of
previously developed land and the selection
of areas close to existing population centres.

5.72 Where there is a demand for new
development or land use change, case
specific proposals should be in accordance
 with the local development plan.

5.73 More generally, recreation based
tourism proposals should be underpinned
by the principles of sustainable rural
tourism20:

• Relating supply to demand – based on
the identification of need.

• Adding value locally –such as through
the use of local materials, produce and
labour and promoting local attractions.

• Promoting quality of experience –active
visitor management in ways that are
based on local distinctiveness not bland
standardisation.

• Maintaining an attractive countryside –
not least through reinvestment in the
quality of the natural and built
environment.

• Taking decisions locally – encouraging
interpretation and implementation to take
place at the local level.

Achievements
During 2004/5, the Worcestershire Way
will be re-routed to start in Bewdley
and finish around the flanks of the
Malvern Hills in Malvern town itself.
After the difficulties experienced by
many rural businesses during Foot
and Mouth, the new route should
generate valuable additional revenue
for businesses in both towns. This
should benefit hotels and bed and
breakfast establishments, and provide
walkers with improved services and
access to public transport.

Local Egg Plums

Local Asparagus

Local farm offering
holiday accommodation
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Policies

RR1. 
Countryside access and recreation
should be promoted as a means of
sustainable tourism to stimulate the
tourism industry and bring financial
benefits to the rural economy and local
communities. This should be achieved
in accordance with other policies in
the Strategy and the principles of
sustainable tourism.

RR2.
Proposals for, and management of,
recreation sites and routes will be
encouraged to make a positive
contribution to the local economy.
This may include:

• Adopting a sequential approach
to the location of new sites with
preference for proposals that are
in close proximity to market towns
and rural settlements or part of a
farm diversification scheme;

• The use of local material in
construction and repair;

• The use of local skills and
labour;

• The use of local produce;

• The re-use and regeneration of
previously developed land and
buildings where appropriate;

• The provision of convenient
linkages, access points and
signage from sites and routes to
local services such as pubs / shops
/ accommodation and producers; 

• Providing details of local
facilities within promotional
material; and

• Complement ing  ex is t ing
services through the addition of
new  facilities.

To avoid proposals causing any
disadvantage to the vitality and
viability of existing nearby  retail
enterprises they should ensure that
non-local produce or non-recreation
related products are not the
predominant element of their sales.

RR3.
Submissions for grant aid and/or self
funding schemes that provide for an
element of permissive access, should
be strongly supported where they
meet the requirements of other
policies in the strategy and provide
for one or more of the following:

• A recognised need;

• The needs of users and resolve
potentially conflicting uses; or

• No damage to the environment
and preferably contribute to
environmental targets; or

• No disadvantage to existing
local enterprises; or

• S u p p o r t  b y  a n  a c t i v e
management programme,  meeting
the objectives of the grant scheme.

Local  Apples
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Cropthorne Mill on the River Avon at Fladbury



Transportation
Objective Encourage and promote the use of a greater variety

of transport modes to access the countryside and 
in particular alternatives to the car.

21
Local Transport Plan, 2001 – 2006, p20 47

5.74 Transport is a key issue for rural
areas. How people travel to and within
recreational areas, traffic and transport are
of concern to recreation planning for two
reasons:

1. the fundamental influence on people’s
ability to access the countryside for
purposes of informal recreation; and

2. the impacts associated with the use of
the private car such as pollution,
congestion, visual intrusion, safety
conflicts and adverse effects on non-
motorised users.

5.75 These concerns are set against
trends over the last 10 years that have seen
an increase in the distance each person
travels, rising numbers of cars on the roads,
and the ever-increasing reliance on those
cars. Moreover owing to the proximity of
Worcestershire to the Birmingham
conurbation many users travel into the
county for their recreation needs.

5.76 Locally, surveys have revealed that
eight of the top 25 tourist trip generators
are to recreation sites21. However, less than
a third of sites surveyed in the 2001 audit
of provision were located within 100m of a
public transport facility. The finding of the
2001 census that 18% of households in the
County do not have access to a car only
compounds this problem.

5.77 Public transport will only rarely be
able to compete with the private car in terms
of reliability, frequency of service, and the
transportation requirements of recreational
activities.  Experience has shown that if
actions to improve access to countryside

recreation are to be a success for both the
visitor and local community, public transport
must be undertaken in partnership and in
an integrated and strategic manner. This
would offer alternatives as well as applying
disincentives to car use as a means of
accessing the countryside. It will not be
possible for this Strategy alone to solve
recreation traffic concerns since many of
the issues are of national significance.
However, since as much as one-third of
journeys and 40% of miles are generated
by leisure traffic there is a need to promote
and make reference to recreational traffic
in other plans and strategies.

5.78 With this recognition the Countryside
Agency as national countryside advisor to
the government, is implementing a series
of programmes that deliver practical
transport solutions. This includes the Rural
Transport Partnership which supports
improvements at bus, rail, cycle and footpath
transfer points. There are also specific
transport projects that improve access to
rural recreation destinations. A benefactor
of the grant is the Malvern Hills Hopper.
This is a bus service to allow walkers to
arrive at the Malvern Hills AONB by train
and then be transported to the hills, walk
the length of the hills, be collected from the
other end, and be taken back to the railway
stat ion. This service also serves
the needs of the local community. In addition
the timetable itself promotes local
businesses along the route and some
attractions offer a reduced entry fee to those
who arrive by the Hopper.

5.79 The rising number of motor vehicles
on the County’s country lanes threatens
their tranquil and characteristic quality. In
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response to this a county network of quiet
lanes has been mapped and demonstration
routes established to learn lessons on how
to protect and enhance existing quiet lanes
to ensure that non car users can continue to
enjoy them for walking, cycling and horse
riding. This approach demonstrates the need
to accommodate the needs of the vulnerable
road user.  Where car-borne visitors create
intrusion and an alternative, more appropriate
route exists, then positive, sympathetic
signing can be used.  Car parking sites should
offer priority positions to sustainable road
users (e.g. cycle parking near visitor centre,
well placed bus stops) and then offer specific
spaces to car sharers.

Achievements
Promotional material has been
produced providing clear and easy to
follow information, including timetables,
on travelling around the two Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, Cotswolds
and Malvern Hills, by bus and train. In
addition ‘taster days out’ with maps and
directions for suggested walks and
cycle routes that can be undertaken
using the bus or train are also provided.

5.80 Ultimately it will be national transport
policies, the local transport plan  and Sustrans
National Cycle network initiatives that will
have greatest impact on our travel patterns.
Nevertheless, there are a wide range of
measures that can be undertaken  to address
local  recreation-related traffic. Acknowledging
individual site characteristics,  any approach
should seek ways to:

• minimise the need for private transport;

• encourage the use of other forms of
transport to that of the car;

• discourage the use of the car.

 5.81 Notwithstanding the approach
advocated above,  it should be clear that the
Strategy is not anti car. Car parking fees from
recreation users constitute a significant
income to organisations and groups in the
locality. However, poorly planned traffic
management does not just create negative
impacts but also leads to lost revenues with
people parking on verges of lanes and outside
of designated parking sites22. Moreover many
existing public transport services operate
below or on the margins of financial viability.
Encouragement of the integration of these
services with the needs of recreation users
can help to safeguard their future. For
example labelling of recreation sites on bus
services and timetables; fitting cycle carriers
on bus services; provision of services where
there are gaps in the network; providing
public transport facilities at recreation sites
and promoting railway stations as recreational
gateways e.g. Severn Valley and Malvern
stations and the Wyre Forest.

5.82 Although sustainable recreation by
horse, bicycle and on foot is promoted
elsewhere in the Strategy it needs to be
recognised that the network of cycleways,
bridleways, footpaths and waterways are
also an important asset for recreational
transport planning. The Rights of Way
Improvement Plan and Local Transport Plan
will remain as the main strategic management
framework to achieve such objectives.

22
Car Parking study commissioned by Malvern Hills Conservators (2002)

Leave the car at home
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Policies

T1.
Proposals for new recreation sites that
may generate significant visitor
numbers will  be expected to:

• Be located where the need to
travel is minimised;

• Reduce dependence on car
access and give priority of access
to different modes especially
pedestrians, cyclists and public
transport;

• Include the development of a
travel plan that sets out how traffic
pressures will be regulated.

T2.
Support will be given to major
recreation sites to minimise the
negative site impacts associated with
motorised travel through landscape
and design measures and to improve
overall accessibility, with priority being
given to:

• Providing missing links to the
transport network by pedestrian
and cycle routes, in particular the
National Cycle Network;

• Securing exist ing publ ic
transport services;

• Integrating with and enhancing
public transport infrastructure;

• Supporting innovative transport
solutions such as community
transport schemes and mini
shuttles etc.; and

• Combining the transport needs
of recreational users with those of
the local community.

T3.
Where it is appropriate, the transport
needs of recreational users should
generally be integrated into and
promoted in all transport planning
initiatives.

T4.
To help reduce the dependence on
travel to and from recreation facilities
by private car, management measures
should be considered which promote
alternative forms of access. With
regard to the larger recreation sites,
support will generally be given to
measures such as:

• A p p l y i n g  c a r  p a r k i n g
disincentives where appropriate;

• Where appropriate reducing the
number of parking spaces, yet
ensuring spaces for the mobility
impaired are provided;

• The provision of park and ride
schemes and dedicated bus
services;

• The provision of safe cycle and
pedestrian routes, and ancillary
associated facilities such as cycle
hire schemes and cycle storage;

• Raising awareness of the range
of means of access to sites on all
promotional literature;

• Traffic calming schemes within
and around recreation sites; and

• The use of innovative pricing
structures for entry to attractions
that encourage arrival by non-
private transport modes.
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T5.
The use of the rail and canal network,
and rivers, as a means of access to
the countryside should be supported
and promoted where it  is in
accordance with other policies of the
Strategy.

T6.
Recreation providers should work with
sustainable transportation and public
and fleet transport units to ensure
links are established to recreation
sites.

Malvern Hills Hopper.....photo courtesy of Malvern Hills AONB



6.1 This Strategy is not the end of the
process – in many ways it is just the
beginning. The actions will now be taken
forward by the relevant partners, working
together and individually. The strategic
perspective and collaborative approach to
the preparation of this Strategy should
continue, in order to monitor i ts
effectiveness, to take advantage of potential
funding packages and to work in a cost-
effective manner.

6.2 The Strategy has sought to cover a
wide range of issues regarding countryside
recreation and access faced by users,
interest groups, local communities and
organisations. It reconciles many of these
interests and promotes a co-ordinated
approach in addressing them. It is intended
that this document will be accompanied by
an action plan, which will lay out how this
‘co-ordinated approach’ should be
implemented. It is perhaps worth reiterating
the common thread running throughout the
Strategy. That is, actions will not be imposed
on areas, but implemented through
agreement  wi th landowners and
communities and preferably in partnerships
between organisations, communities and
local groups.

6.3 The action plan will be the main
vehicle for the implementation of the
Strategy. Accordingly the action plan will
be reviewed, updated and amended every
two years in relation to its achievements.
This aims to retain flexibility and to respond
to funding opportunities. Individuals or
organisations wishing to be involved, help
develop or simply propose actions for the
organisations, will be encouraged to be
involved in the preparation of the action
plans.

 6.4 An additional means of the
implementation of the objectives within the
Strategy, will be to influence the policies
and proposals in other plans and strategies,
notably statutory documents so that they
reflect the policies of this Strategy.

It is hoped that the Partners in the Strategy
wil l  choose to develop their own
organisational action plans, setting out how
they will incorporate the objectives of the
Strategy into their own work areas.

Monitoring and Review

6.5 A mid term review of the Strategy
will be undertaken in 2008 to account for
changes in public opinion, government
leg is la t ion  and  resources .  Any
recommendations made will be incorporated
in the subsequent action plans. The review
will be aided by the annual monitoring
reports, which will seek to determine the
effectiveness of the policies in the Strategy
to achieving its objectives.  To assist the
monitoring, a series of broad indicators
have been set out within each objective.
The indicators have been determined
according to the availability and accessibility
of current information sources in relation to
each of the objectives and with regard to
Governments sustainable development
indicators. An early action to be undertaken
will be to gather further information to
develop our set of performance indicators.
These will be used to monitor the
effectiveness of the Strategy’s objectives.
Appendix C shows the initial indicators that
will be used to monitor the Strategy.

6.  Making It Happen
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Countryside Access and Recreation Partnership
6.6 Both the annual monitoring process
and the preparation of an action plan every
two years will require a co-ordinated
approach by agencies.  The Strategy
working group will therefore continue to
have a role to play in contributing its
collective knowledge, expertise, experience,
and resources, to the preparation of the
monitoring reports, action plans and to the
promotion of the messages contained within
this Strategy.  As and when required,
additional partners will be invited to assist
the Working Group in the implementation
and monitoring of the Strategy through the
establishment of task groups.  This can be
achieved by the following:

• Partnership working;

• Identifying funding opportunities.

Worcestershire County Council will continue
to act as the co-ordinator for the group and
prepare the action plans and annual
summaries based on the submissions
received from the partners. Moreover the
Partnership will seek to work with the Local
Access Forum who have a significant
statutorily defined contribution to make to
the realisation of the strategy and to the
achievement of the identified strategic
access goals.

Finance and Resources

6.7 It is clear that to achieve the
objectives of the Strategy a financial
commitment will need to be made by all
partners to undertake actions.  This may
necessitate, where agreed by Partners, the
redirection of current resources. This could
involve the allocation of additional funds
and/or tapping into funding streams from
other bodies as well as making use of other
funding avenues such as the National
Lottery, Landfill Tax, European funding etc.

52
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Stream in Overbury Churchyard
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KEY

POS  Parks & Open Space

PS  Picnic Site

H & G   House & Garden

Common

Community Site

NR i.e. Local Nature Reserve, National Nature Reserve or/and Site of
Special Scientific Interest

Canals:  Droitwich
 Worcester &  Birmingham

Staffordshire & Worcestershire

Rivers:  River Severn
River Teme
River Avon

Waymarked Circular Walks:

♦ A Habberley

♦ B Ribbesford

♦ C Abberley

♦ D Martley

♦ E Eckington Wharf

♦ F Pershore Bridge

♦ G Royal Hunters Walks

• Foresters’ Walk

• Chartists’ Walk

• Hedgelayers’ Walk

Waymarked Walking Trails:

♦ Severn Way

♦ Worcestershire Way

♦ The North Worcestershire Path

♦ Illey Way

♦ Cotswold Way

♦ Wychavon Way

♦ Staffordshire Way

Note: Please also refer to the Access Maps produced
by the Countryside Agency.

In addition a permissive right of access is provided
through the Countryside Stewardship Scheme.
Information on the location of these access sites can
be viewed at http://countrywalks.defra.gov.uk



_

_

117

_
34

WORCESTERSHIRE

COUNTRYSIDE ACCESS AND

RECREATION STRATEGY 2004

KEY

County Boundary

Main Urban Areas

RECREATION USE

Nature Reserve

Picnic Site

Park and Open Space

House and Grounds

Community Site

Commons

Rivers

Canals

WAYMARKED WALKING TRAILS

Severn Way

Worcestershire Way

The North Worcestershire Path

Wychavon Way

Illey Way

Cotswold Way

Staffordshire Way

Circular Walks
A   Habberley
B   Ribbesford
C   Abberley
D   Martley
E   Eckington Wharf
F   Pershore Bridge
G   Royal Hunters Walks   

80

70

60

50

40

302

60
3

70 80 90 00
4

10

10000 Metres50000
R

iv
e

r
S

e
ve

rn

R iver Tem
e

River Avon

R
i ver Teme

Dro i tw

i c
h

Canal

Worc & Birm
Canal

S
ta

ff
s

&
W

or

cs Cana
l

A

G

C

B

D

E

F

43

38
36

94

91

56

61
58

59

39
131

53

138

111

132

6287

102

12

88

26

145
129

51

73

97
79

78

23

85

81

57
50

86

128

147

153

66
49

69

65

1

109
108

107

100
101

110

70

77

11

67

127

118
126

125

120

119
9

121

124
122

123
96

84

35

42

139

80

83

37

4

4072

54

74

7

90

89

52
60

82

64

143
76

71

103

63

75

95

_

__

_
_

_

_ _

_

_ _

_

_
_

_

___

__

___

_
_

__
_

_

_

_

_
_ _

_

_
_

__

_

_

_

_

_
_

_
_

_

_

_

_

_
_

_
_

_
___

___
_

_

_

_

__

_

_

_

_

__

_
_

_

_

_

____

__

_

_

_

_

_

3

_

F

F

F

F

F

F

F

F
F

F

F

F

F
F F

F

F
F

F

29

47

15

16

20

41

6

28

140

5

48

13

17

22
10

21

45

14

N
N

N

N

N
N

N

N

N

N

N
N

N
N

N

N

N

N

N

N
N

N

NNN

N

N

27 24

116

130

32

149
31

30

2

112

113

19
115

93

93

151

114

98

99

92

46

3333
44

152

150

×

×

×

148

144

,,

,
,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

18
142

8
136

135

134

133

55

137

25

104

105

141

106
_

_

_
34

_

_

68

146

34

Bromsgrove

Kidderminster

Redditch

Studley

Alcester

Evesham

Pershore

Broadway
Upton
upon

Severn

Malvern

Worcester

Ledbury

Tewkesbury

Droitwich

Bromyard

Bewdley

Cleobury
Mortimer

Tenbury
Wells

Chipping
Campden

Stourport-
on-Severn

STAFFORDSHIRE

WEST MIDLANDS

WARWICKSHIRE

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

HEREFORDSHIRE
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This map is reproduced from Ordnance Survey material with the permission of
Ordnance Survey on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office
 c   Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and
may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.
Worcestershire County Council Licence Number LA 09073L.
For reference purposes only. No further copies may be made.

Note: Please also refer to the Access Maps
produced by the Countryside Agency.
In addition a permissive right of access is provided
through the Countryside Stewardship Scheme.
Information on the location of these access sites
can be viewed at http://countrywalks.defra.gov.uk/
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Schedule of Recreation Sites to Accompany the Map

1 Ipsley Alders Marsh SP 080 677 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust  NR
2 Sanders Park SO 953 708 Bromsgrove DC POS
3 St Wulstons SO 780 414 Malvern Hill DC NR
4 Cleeve Prior SP 076 493 Worcestershire CC WWT NR
5 Shell Ford Picnic Site SO 951 597 Worcestershire CC  PS
6 Shrawley New Inn SO 799 655 Private Worcs CC PS
7 Tiddesley Wood SO 930 450 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust  NR
8 Birch Road Rubery SO 983 767 Bromsgrove DC  Community
9  Elbury Mount, Worcester  SO 868 558 STW  NR
10 Jubilee Bridge SP 001 456 Private Worcs CC PS
11 Knapp & Paper Mill SO 747 517 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust  NR
12 Devils Spittleful SO 806 746 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust  NR
13 Ankerdine Common SO 735 565 Worcestershire CC  PS
14 Eckington Wharf SO 922 422 Common Land Worcs CC PS
15 Forhill Picnic Place SO 055 756 Worcestershire CC PS
16 Leapgate Old Railway Line SO 824 720 Worcestershire CC PS
17 Tank Quarry Picnic Place SO 769 470 Worcestershire CC PS
18 Wiggin Memorial Playing Field SP 029 730 Alvechurch PC Community
19 Blackstone Riverside Park SO 791 741 Worcestershire CC POS
20 Blackstone Picnic Place SO 796 743 Worcestershire CC PS
21 Fish Hill Picnic Place SP 117 371 Worcestershire CC PS
22  Pershore Bridge Picnic Place SO 952 451 Worcestershire CC PS
23 Roundhill Wood Marlbrook SO 974 739 Bromsgrove DC NR
24 Kingsford Forest Park SO 825 820 Worcestershire CC POS
25 Inkberrow Millennium Green SP 018 575 Inkberrow Millennium Green Trust Community
26 Hartlebury Common SO 825 705 Worcestershire CC NR
27 Avoncroft Picnic Place SO 953 684 Worcestershire CC PS
28 Nimmings Picnic Place SO 938 809 National Trust PS
29 Chadwich Manor SO 975 760 The National Trust POS
30 Waseley Hills Country Park SO 972 780 Worcs CC / National Trust Worcs CC POS

Site
No.

O.S.
Grid Ref.

Managed by
if different

Status or
Category of SiteName and Address of Site Owner
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31 Clent and Walton Hills SO 942 798 The National Trust POS
32  Worcester Woods Country Park SO 873 545 Worcs CC / Worcester City / Private Worcs CC POS
33 Malvern Hills, Old Hills and Commons Shown 3 times Malvern Hills Conservators Common
34 Grafton Wood SO 972 561 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust / Butterfly

Conservation
NR

35 Newbourne Wood SP 042 719 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
36 Lenches Heritage Orchard SP 034 506 Lenches Heritage Project NR
37 Lion Wood  SP 084 717 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
38 Habberley Valley SO 802 780 Wyre Forest DC NR
39 Windmill Hill SP 072 476 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
40 Stoke Bliss SO 630 629 Village Hall Committee WCC PS
41 Trench Wood SO 928 588 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
42 Groveley Dingle SP 034 763 The National Trust WWT NR
43 Chapter Meadows SO 846 539 The Duckworth Worcs Trust Worcester City POS
44 Elmley Castle Picnic Place SO 984 410 Worcestershire County Council PS
45 Keepax SO 838 567 Worcestershire County Council POS
46 Mereside Meadows Picnic Place SP 098 782 Worcestershire County Council PS
47 Seaford Picnic Place SO 959 513 Worcestershire County Council PS
48 Pipers Hill & Dodder Hill Common SO 959 650 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
49 Monkwood SO 803 609 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
50 Chaddesley Woods SO 912 735 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
51 Boynes Coppice and Meadows SO 830 410 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
52 Bishops Field SO 830 794 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
53 Badgers Hill SP 007 487 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
54 Ombersley Community Orchard SO 847 634 Ombersley & Doverdale PC Community
55 Sweetpool Nature Reserve Hagley SO 895 798 Bromsgrove DC Hagley  PC NR
56 Penny Hill Bank SO 751 613 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
57 Knowles Coppice SO 761 767 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
58 Hunthouse Wood SO 705 703 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
59 Brotheridge Green Old Railway SO 816 412 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
60 The Betts Reserve  SO 722 764 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
61 Wilden Marsh SO 829 735 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR

Site
No.

O.S.
Grid Ref.

Managed by
if different

Status or
Category of SiteName and Address of Site Owner
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62 Poolhay Meadows SO 829 309 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
63 Broadway Gravel Pit SP 087 379 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
64 Feckenham Wylde Moor SP 010 603 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
65 Foster Green Meadows SO 979 648 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
66 Crews Hill Wood SO 733 530 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
67 Monkwood Green SO 800 603 English Nature Private Common
68 Rookery Cottage Meadows SP 003 639 English Nature Private NR
69 Broad Green SO 770 560 English Nature Broadwas PC NR
70 Marshlands Meadow SO 811 323 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
71 Tunnel Hill Meadow SP 021 474 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
72 Randan Wood SO 920 727 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
73 Mill Meadow SO 919 483 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
74 Duke of York Meadow SO 781 354 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
75 Drake Street Meadow SO 804 399 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
76 Aileshurst Coppice  SO 773 502 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
77 Broadmoor Wood SO 978 765 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
78 Beacon Wood SO 974 759 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
79 Stock Wood Meadows SO 999 587 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
80 Pennel’s Bank Wood SO 685 674 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
81 Melrose Farm Meadows SO 818 411 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
82 Long Meadow SP 015 553 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
83 Hornhill Wood SO 953 589 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
84 Hanley Dingle SO 690 664 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
85 Grimley Brick Pits SO 836 610 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
86 Vicarage Farm Heath SO 815 739 Wyre Forest DC NR
87 Rifle Range SO 810 750 Wyre Forest DC NR
88 Gwen Finch Wetland SO 941 421 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
89  Avon Valley Reserve SO 922 432 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
90  Penorchard Meadows SO 946 808 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
91 Shrawley Wood SO 806 665 Forestry Commission Forest Enterprise POS
92 Wyre Forest SO 750 740 Forestry Commission Forest Enterprise POS
93 Uffmoor Wood SO 953 811 The Woodland Trust NR

Site
No.

O.S.
Grid Ref.

Managed by
if different

Status or
Category of SiteName and Address of Site Owner
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94 Upton Ham  SO 860 400 English Nature Private NR
95 Laugherne Brook  NR SO 831 545 Worcester City Council NR
96  Spinnyfields SO 984 755 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
97  Arrow Valley Country Park SP 060 675 Redditch BC POS
98 Morton Stanley Park SP 026 654 Redditch BC POS
99  Pitcher Oak Wood SP 028 672 Redditch BC NR
100  Foxlydiate Wood SP 017 675 Redditch BC NR
101 Burlish Top SO 806 737 Wyre Forest DC NR
102 Hill Court Farm and Blacklands SO 825 345 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
103 Stoulton Community Woodland SO 910 493 Wychavon DC Community
104 Millennium Field SO 953 446 Pensham Community Trust Community
105 St Peters Meadow SO 756 597 Martley Millennium Green Trust Community
106  Southcrest Wood SP 042 664 Redditch BC NR
107 Oakenshaw Wood  SP 043 656 Redditch BC NR
108  Wirehill Wood SP 055 645 Redditch BC NR
109  Walkwood Coppice SP 028 652 Redditch BC NR
110 Blake Marsh SO 817 773 Wyre Forest DC NR
111 Bewdley Hill SO 816 762 Wyre Forest DC POS
112 Stourport Riverside SO 804 713 Wyre Forest DC POS
113 Northwood Lane SO 785 758 Wyre Forest DC POS
114 Bewdley Riverside SO 785 756 Wyre Forest DC POS
115 Springfield Park SO 835 780 Wyre Forest DC POS
116 Duck Brook SO 852 528 Worcester City Council NR
117 Northwick Marsh SO 835 578 Worcester City Council NR
118  Gorse Hill SO 866 559 Worcester City Council NR
119 Ronkswood Hill Meadows SO 870 555 Worcester City Council NR
120 Lyppard Grange SO 879 557 Worcester City Council NR
121 Tolladine Wood SO 880 565 Worcester City Council NR
122 Plantation Drive Woodland SO 883 564 Worcester City Council NR
123 Warndon Wood SO 888 563 Worcester City Council NR
124 Stock Coppice Fields SO 889 568 Worcester City Council NR
125 Butterfly Meadows SO 884 573 Worcester City Council NR

Site
No.

O.S.
Grid Ref.

Managed by
if different

Status or
Category of SiteName and Address of Site Owner
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126 Ravenshill Woodland Reserve SO 740 539 Mr & Mrs Smart & Dr T Barling NR
127 Droitwich Woods SO 881 628 Wychavon DC NR
128 Half Crown Wood SO 804 705 Wyre Forest DC NR
129 Lickey Hills Country Park SO 997 753 Birmingham City Council POS
130 Hurcott Pools and Wood SO 855 780 Wyre Forest DC NR
131 Spennells Valley SO 843 749 Wyre Forest DC NR
132 Menithwood Millennium Green SO 711 691 Menithwood M.G. Committee Community
133 Rock Millennium Green SO 735 712 Rock M.G. Committee Community
134 Wribbenhall Millennium Green SO 792 761 Wribbenhall M.G. Committee Community
135 Blakedown Millennium Green SO 881 782 Blakedown M.G. Committee Community
136 Cleeve Prior Millennium Green  SP 085 492 Cleeve Prior Millennium Green Trust Community
137 Puxton Marsh SO 827 777 Wyre Forest DC NR
138 Bishampton Nature Reserve SO 990 515 Bishampton Parish Council NR
139 Stoke Wharf Picnic Site SO 952 670 Stoke Prior Parish Council PS
140 Cockscroft Wood  SP 005 730 Cockscroft Wood Management Cttee Community
141 Croome Park SO 878 448 The National Trust H & G
142 Redstone Marsh  SO 809 703 Wyre Forest DC NR
143 Ashmoor Common SO 854 464 English Nature Common
144 Upton Warren SO 939 675 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR
145 Hanbury Hall SO 943 637 National Trust H & G
146 Sling Pool SO 947 778 National Trust POS
147 Kinver Edge SO 825 823 Staffordshire County Council POS
148  Trimpley Reservoir & Eyemore Wood SO 770 787 STW POS
149  British Camp Reservoir SO 765 398 STW POS
150  Avoncroft  Meadow SO 949 682 Worcestershire Wildlife Trust NR

Site
No.

O.S.
Grid Ref.

Managed by
if different

Status or
Category of SiteName and Address of Site Owner



Appendix A

Members of the Strategy working group:
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Birmingham City Council provides a range
of services and functions which contribute
to, and will benefit from this strategy. In
particular, through the Parks, Sports and
Events Service, they are responsible for
the management of The Lickey Hills Country
Park and a partner in several environmental
and biodiversity working groups.

Contact number: 0121 303 2004

www.birmingham.gov.uk

British Waterways British Waterways

manages and cares for 2,000 miles

(3,219km) of canals, rivers and docks,

buildings, structures and landscapes.

Contact number: 01564 784634

www.britishwaterways.co.uk

Community First are an independent
charity offering a range of support and
advice to both voluntary organisations and
local communities. We aim to encourage
good quality, sustainable initiatives within
local communities and to promote best
practice at all levels.

Contact number: 01684 573334
www.communityhw.org.uk

The Countryside Agency is the statutory
body working to:

• make life better for people in the
countryside; and

• improve the quality of the countryside
for everyone.

Contact number: 0121 233 9399
www.countryside.gov.uk

Council for the Protection of Rural
England exists to promote the beauty,
tranquillity and diversity of rural England by
encouraging the sustainable use of land
and other natural resources in town and
country.

Contact number: 01905 748504
www.cpre.org.uk

The Country Landowners and Business
Association believes in the provision of
access to the countryside provided that
there is a sensible balance between the
needs of the user and landowner and
occupier.  The CLA preference is for
voluntarily agreed access management.

Contact number: 01785 284722
www.info.westmidlands@cla.org.uk
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Department For Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs (DEFRA) is committed to
encouraging permissive access to farmland
under its Agri-Environment Schemes, which
operate as part of the England Rural
Development Programme (ERDP).  The
current objectives for new access are to:

• create linear routes to make new circular
paths or provide links between 
existing rights of way;

• provide open access to new parts of the
countryside such as viewpoints, picnic
sites and land around settlements;

• improve opportunities for people with
mobility problems; and

• offer opportunities for educational visits
in the countryside.

Contact number: 01905 763355
www.defra.gov.uk

District Councils have the following
responsibilities:

• The day to day management of some
Local Nature Reserves and SSSI’s within
its powers;

• To ensure through the planning process
that developments within the district are
ecologically appropriate and where
possible promote the districts biodiversity
and access to the countryside; and

• To encourage people to appropriately
use the countryside through a variety 
of environmental education mediums.

Bromsgrove: 01527 873232
www.bromsgrove.gov.uk
Malvern Hills 01684 892700
www.malvernhills.gov.uk

Redditch 01527 64252
www.redditch.gov.uk

Worcester City 01905 723471
www.cityofworcester.gov.uk
Wychavon 01386 565000
www.wychavon.gov.uk
Wyre Forest 01562 820505
www.wyreforest.gov.uk

Environment Agency has the following
statutory duties for recreation:

• A general duty to promote the use of
inland coastal waters and land associated
with them for recreational purposes to
the extent that it deems desirable;

• To take account of recreation and have
regard to amenity and natural beauty in
carrying out all the agency’s functions;

• To ensure that land or water in the
Agency’s control is made available where
appropriate for recreational purposes in
the best manner;

• To ensure that the needs of the sick and
disabled persons are taken into account
when carrying out any recreation duties;
and

• To have regard to preserving freedom of
access to areas of natural beauty, 
building or objects or archaeological
interest.

Contact number: 01684 850951
www.environment-agency.gov.uk

Worcestershire Farming and Wildlife
Advisory Group unite wildlife and
landscape conservation with farming and
forestry throughout the county by providing
advice on environmental gain through cost
effective management.

Contact number: 01905 362925
www.fwag.org.uk
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Forestry Commission seeks to protect
and expand Britain's forests and woodlands
and increase their value to society and the
environment.

Our objectives are to:

• Protect Britain's forests and woodlands;

• Expand Britain's forest area;

• Enhance the economic value of our forest
resources;

• Conserve and improve the biodiversity,
landscape and cultural heritage of our
forests and woodlands;

• Develop opportunities for woodland
recreation; and

• Increase public understanding and
community participation in forestry.

Contact number: 01905 761220
www.forestry.gov.uk

Malvern Hills Conservators have a
statutory duty to:

• preserve the natural aspect of the Hills
and Commons; and

• keep the hills and commons as open
space for the recreation and enjoyment
of the public.

Contact number: 01684 892002
www.malvernhills.org.uk

"The National Farmers' Union is a trade
association that represents over 6,000
farmers in the West Midlands Region who
manage most of the agricultural land over
which users have access in Worcestershire.
The NFU informs its members about their
legal responsibilities with regard to access
directly and via the monthly magazine
"British Farmer and Grower". We also
canvass farmers' views on access and feed
them through to strategies such as this and
other forums, where rights of way issues
are discussed."

Contact number: 01952 400500
www.nfu.org.uk

National Trust act as a guardian for the
nation in the acquisition and protection of
threatened coastline, countryside and
buildings. We are constantly looking at ways
in which we can improve public access and
on-site facilities.

They are a registered charity.

Contact number: 01562 712848
www.nationaltrust.org.uk

The Open Spaces Society  exist to protect
common land and public rights of way.

Contact number: 01905 351670
www.oss.org.uk

Parish Council’s have the power to
dedicate footpaths and bridleways by
agreement with landowners, designate local
nature reserves and open space etc. There
are 160 parish councils in Worcestershire,
which are supported by CALC.

Contact number: 01886 891825
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Public Rights of Way Liaison Group is an
informal group of individuals representing
user groups and land-owning organisations
where issues and topics relating to PRoW
are explored.

Contact number: 01789 778033

The Ramblers Association has four core
aims:
• to promote walking;

• to protect public rights of way;

• to campaign for access to open
country;and

• to defend the beauty of the countryside.

Contact number: 0207339 8500
www.ramblers.org.uk

Severn Trent Water is a leading
environmental service provider supplying
water and treating wastewater, we want as
many people as possible to enjoy the leisure
opportunities our reservoirs, Visitor Centres
and wildlife habitats offer. There's something
for everyone, whether you're into active water
sports, entertaining the kids, or just out for a
relaxing stroll by the water.

Contact number: 0121 722 4563
www.stwater.co.uk

Worcestershire County Council  provide
a number of services in relation to the
objectives within the Strategy including
Strategic Planning and Transportation. Most
importantly, the Countryside Service manage
a range of sites and recreational routes and
help to develop and promote other
environmental and countryside issues.

Contact number: 01905 763763
www.worcestershire.gov.uk

Worcestershire Wildlife Trust is a charitable
body that has the following aims:

• Increase public awareness, appreciation,
understanding and enjoyment of wildlife;

• Increase the Trust's influence with those
whose actions could have a significant
impact on wildlife;

• Enrich the quality of life for all through
access and engagement in an enhanced
natural environment; and

• Develop and offer lifelong learning
opportunities to enable people to
understand and have access to wildlife
and the natural world.

Contact number: 01905 754919
www.worcswildlifetrust.co.uk



Appendix B

Policy linkages to specific activities

The matrix below refers the main activities to the recreation and access policies
of the Strategy that may be of particular relevance. The Strategy however should be
read as a whole.

Activity Policy of the Strategy Other

Walking Com Inv 1,2
Acces to Land 2
CR1
RR2/3
T2
EM2/3
A3/5
H1

Structure Plan - RST.3/RST.4
Local Transport Plan

Cycling Com Inv 1,2
Access to Land 2
CR1
RR2/3
EM2/3
A3/5
H1

Structure Plan - RST.5
Cycling Strategy
Local Transport Plan

Horse Riding Com Inv 1,2
Access to Land 2
CR1
RR3
EM2/3
A3/5
H1

Structure Plan - RST.6

New sites Access to Land 1
Com Inv 1,2
EM1,2
RR2/3
CR1
T1,2,4,6

Structure Plan - RST.1/RST.2

It could be an early action for partners to develop statements / guidance on how
each activity should be developing in accordance with the strategic objectives promoted
in the Strategy.
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Appendix C

Monitoring of the Strategy

Objective Potential Indicator

Ensuring opportunity is available to all
sections of the community to enjoy the
countryside.

Number and percent of more accessible trails.

Proportion of visitors surveyed according to
gender / ethnicity / age / disability / income
group.

Area or number of recreation sites per
population

Securing and promoting opportunities
for countryside access.

Number and area of recreation sites and length
of access routes.

Quality of access to nature / the countryside.

How long it takes to get from home to local park
or green space.

Percentage of woodlands, and freshwater inland
waters that provide access.

Encouraging and enabling local
communities to become involved in and
take action to share / increase the local
benefits of the countryside recreation
opportunities.

Number of volunteer days on practical recreation
and access related work.

Percentage of respondents that have been
involved in a local group or club.

Manage and promote responsible land
use activities so as to reduce potential
for conflict between all types of land
users, communities and rural enterprises.

Number of reported incidences of conflicts
occurring.

Making use of recreational opportunities
in a way that gives priority to the
environmental qualities of the countryside
at all times.

Number of recreation sites with a recognised
conservation interest. Number and
percentage of sites with an up-to-date
Management Plan.

The area of recreation sites designated as
being of conservation interest that are in
'favourable condition'.
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Objective Potential Indicator

Provide a range of facilities of high
standard to ensure that the differing
demands and aspirations of users are
catered for so to help people enjoy and
appreciate their recreational experience.

Number of green flag and other
recognised awards.

Condition of the public rights of way.

Quality of parks and open spaces.

Contributing to and promoting the
associated health and well-being
qualities associated with countryside
recreation activities.

Proportion of respondents wishing for
more information on exercise and
promoting healthy levels of physical
activity.

Proportion of recreation sites that are in
wards that rank within the most deprived
30% in the County.

Raise awareness of the opportunities
and benefits of countryside recreation to
the diversification of the rural economy,
in particular its support for local tourism.

Number and percentage of access and
recreation schemes undertaken on
brownfield land.

Number and sum of grant aid given to
access related schemes.

Number of persons employed in
countryside access and recreation
related schemes.

Average visitor spend.

Encourage and promote the use of a
greater variety of transport modes to
access the countryside and in particular
alternatives to the car.

Public transport patronage for key
recreation sites.

Number of miles of car free recreation
routes.

Average number of miles travelled to
access the countryside.

Number of car park ticket sales at
recreation sites.

Proportion of journeys undertaken to
park/green space using: car (driver), car
(passenger), bus, train, walk, cycle.
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 Appendix D
KEY FACTS influencing the STRATEGY

1. Recreation Resource and Opportunities

• 148 sites identified in recreation and access audit of 2001 covering an area of 5,644
ha include nature reserves, country parks, picnic places, woodlands, commons
and open water (see the Map).

• 23% of sites provide an element of ‘easy access’

• The County has 9 regional long distance routes and 5,000km of public rights of
way, canal towpaths, several dedicated cycleways as well as horse riding routes.

Source: Audit of Recreation and Access Provision in Worcester, January 2001.

2. Users / participants profile

The 1998 UK Leisure Day visits survey identified:

• The average spend per countryside visit as being £6.50 with a total visitor spend
of £8bn in England.

• In 1998 1,253 million day visits were made to the English countryside: 35% were
to go walking; 50% were within five miles of home; 66% of the English population
made a visit to the countryside.

The Worcestershire Tourism Economic Impact Assessment 2000 found:

• In 2000, approximately 119 million visitors came to Worcestershire spending £399
million. The main beneficiaries of the visitor spending are shops, hotels, guesthouses,
B&B’s, cafes/restaurants, pubs, attractions, entertainment and garages/transport.

• Day visitors to Worcestershire are from the neighbouring counties of the West
Midlands, accounting for over a third (33%) and Gloucestershire , 5% of all day
visitors. Internal visitors within Worcestershire contribute to 14% of day visitors
while the other main generating counties for day visitors are from Warwickshire
(5%) and Staffordshire (3%), Shropshire (3%) and Herefordshire (3%).

• Cars are the main mode of transport - 84% used a private car and 1 used a hire
car. Tour buses represent 5% of transport means with 3% of all visitors arriving by
train, 3% used a public bus.

• General sightseeing accounted for over a quarter (28%) of responses from
respondents (24% were visiting an attraction 13% were in the County for walking
and hiking).

• Respondents were asked to describe what it was they particularly liked about the
County. Three in ten (32%) liked the beautiful countryside/scenery, whilst the
"atmosphere" and "scenic qualities" ((16%) ) were the next main linked responses
given by visitors. The County's strong links with the waterways proved popular with
9% of visitors, and 7% liked the county because it was very “English” and rural.
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3. Citizens Panel findings

• 64% of respondents would like to see increased access to the countryside

Additional access was sought as follows:

Valid Percentages %

Activity Very
Important Important Neutral Not

Important

Not very
Important

at all

Country Houses/Estates 7.3 37.2 35.7 7.6 1.8

Heathland 21.4 45.0 22.8 1.4 0.4

Common Land 29.3 47.9 13.7 1.3 0.1

Woodland 38.9 45.1 7.9 0.5 0.1

Rivers & Canals 40.5 44.2 7.0 1.2 0

Picnic Areas 34.6 40.5 13.8 2.8 0.4

Country Parks 40.5 40.4 9.3 1.3 0.2

Long Distance Footpaths 30.2 41.3 16.3 3.9 0.5

Waymarked Circular walks 35.7 39.1 13.8 2.3 0.8

Orienteering Courses 10.2 18.0 46.0 11.7 4.9

Cycle Routes 29.1 32.3 21.0 6.1 3.5

Mountain Bike Routes 15.1 22.4 32.3 14.0 7.1

Bridleways 14.0 23.4 35.4 11.5 7.5

Trail Riding Routes 2.8 7.1 28.7 24.8 25.4

Four Wheel Drive Routes 3.4 7.3 27.2 21.7 29.5

Archaeological Sites 17.9 37.5 27.5 5.7 3.1

Nature Reserves 33.0 46.7 9.0 2.0 1.3

Cycle Hire Facilities 14.8 28.0 34.2 8.0 7.2

Horse Riding Centres 8.2 22.8 38.8 11.7 10.5

Watersports Facilities 9.3 27.7 31.0 8.6 10.4

Other 5.1 1.1 1.3 1.2 0.1
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Respondents were asked which of a series of changes would encourage them to use
the Worcestershire countryside more often. The responses are contained in the table
below:

Change Frequency Percent

More information about where I can go and what I
can do. 540 67.7%

A free booklet listing all walking and cycling guides
and leaflets available in Worcestershire. 526 65.9%

A well waymarked, well publicised and unobstructed
rights of way network. 456 57.1%

All countryside sites having an easy access to follow,
waymarked circular walk, taking between ½ and 2
hours, in the surrounding countryside.

442 55.4%

Availability of countryside walks or cycle rides that
you can get to and complete within 2 hours. 422 52.9%

Waymarked circular walks which start at visitor
attractions such as craft centres, museums and
garden centres.

334 41.9%

Waymarked circular walks either starting at, or
passing, a pub. 285 35.7%

More walking guide books and leaflets. 270 33.8%

Availability of countryside sites which have facilities
and activities for children and parents, and paths
suitable for pushchairs etc..

290 36.3%

More waymarked cycle rides for all the family. 214 26.8%

More cycle route guide books and leaflets. 203 25.4%

Availability of a range of countryside walks and cycle
rides led by an experienced guide, starting from
locations around the country and catering for different
ages and abilities.

139 17.4%

Availability of walks or cycle rides accessible by
public transport. 111 13.9%

Availability of cycle hire. 116 14.5%

More information about the health benefits of walking
or cycling. 69 8.6%

Availability of map reading talks or courses. 67 8.4%
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The facilities respondents would expect to find at each site are shown in the table below:

Car Park 619 600 590 685 637 656 648 681 485

Cafe 79 98 98 439 164 175 247 490 22

Toilets 504 529 525 660 477 503 539 658 243

BBQs 97 158 168 107 28 46 66 88 19

Waymarked Walks 214 200 212 551 485 528 399 423 245

Kids Play Area 260 275 310 379 105 150 225 344 91

Site accessible by Public Transport 204 223 241 434 338 327 363 445 223

Picnic Tables 578 558 561 405 176 282 345 397 167

Information Panels 302 289 319 568 580 534 464 571 266

Site smaller than Football Pitch 325 218 181 22 20 14 35 55 14

Wildlife Areas 182 150 168 494 614 478 326 446 249

Access to surrounding Countryside 406 360 384 453 388 403 322 469 329

Visitor Centre 68 51 75 470 360 296 179 581 30

Staff on Patrol 142 127 160 429 362 306 265 481 106
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Features cited as being very important for the enjoyment of the countryside:
Tranquillity 88%
Seeing wildlife 87%
High Quality views of the Landscape 85% and
Provision of Facilities 78%.

High neutral responses were given to:
Special Events 34% and
Public Transport 27%

Other suggestions made for enjoyment of the countryside include:
Litter free environment
Maintenance of Footpaths / hedges
Disabled Access
Safety and
Facilities/attractions for the young.
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Key population factors/ trends

• Age: 29% of the population are under 25 with 22% over 59. Redditch has the 
highest proportion of younger residents and Malvern Hills the highest proportion
of older residents. The highest rate of growth is expected to be in the 65+ age 
band.

• Car ownership: 17.6% of County households are without access to a car rising
to 22.64%, 21.34% and 19.54% in Worcester, Redditch and Wyre Forest 
respectively.

• Ethnicity: 2.5% of the population are classified as minority ethnic groups rising
to 5.2% in Redditch.

• Disability: just under 3% of the population claim Disability Living Allowance 
payments, the highest incidence occurring in Wyre Forest District.

Source: 2001 Census
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